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PREFACE. 



it be unnecessary to inform the reader, that the 
Heflections had their origin in a correspondence 
e author and a very young gentlenutn at Paris, 
jn the honour of desiring his opinion upon the 
transactions which then, and ever since, hare so 
pied the attention of all men. An answer was 
ne time in the month of October, 1709 ; but it 
ick upon prudential considerations. That letter 
to in the beginning of the following sheets. It 
Qce forwarded to the person to whom it was ad- 
'he reasons for the delay in sending it were as« 
short letter to the same gentleman. This pro- 
his part, a new and pressing application for the 
itiments. 

or b^an a second and more full discussion on 
This he had some thoughts of publishing early 
spring; but the matter gaining upon him, he 
what he had undertaken not only far exceeded 
8 of a letter, but that its importance required 
cnre detailed consideration than at that time he 
isure to bestow upon it. However, having 
n his first thoughts in the form of a letter, and 
n he sat down to write, having intended it for 
ter, he found it difficult to change the form of 
en his sentiments had grown into a greater ex- 
d received another direction. A different plan, 
if might be more favourable to a commodioiu 
distribution of his matter. 



REFLECTIONS 

ON 

THE REVOLUTION IN FRANCE. 



DEAR SIR, 

Vou are pleased to call agun^ and with some ear* 
QestnesSy for my thoughts on the late proceedings 
in France. I will not give yon reason to ima^ne, 
that I think my sentiments of snch value as to wish 
myself to be solicited about them. They are of too 
Httle consequence to be very anxiously either com- 
municated or ^thheld. It was from attention to 
youy and to you only, that I hesitated at the time, 
when you first desired to receive them. In the first 
letter I had the honour to write to you, and which 
at length I send, I wrote neither for, nor from, any 
description of men ; nor shall I in this. My er- 
rors, if any, are my own. My reputation alone is 
to answer for them. 

You see, sir, by the long letter I have trans- 
mitted to you, that, though I do most heartily vrish 
that France may be animated by a spirit of rational 
liberty, and that I think you bound, in all honest 
policy, to provide a permanent body, in which that 
fipirit may I'eside, and an effectual organ, by which 
it may act, it is my misfortune to entertaiu %t^^^ 



6 BURKE*8 REFLECTIONS. 

doubts concerning several material points in your 
late transactions. 

You imagined, whew you wrote last, that I might 
possibly be reckoned among the approvers of cer- 
tain proceedings in France, fi-om the solemn public 
seal of sanction they have received from two clubs 
of gehtlemen in London, called the Constitutional 
Society, and the Revolution Society. 

I certainly have the honour to belong to more 
clubs than one, in which the constitution of this 
kingdom and the principles of the glorious revolu- 
tion are held iij high reverence : and I reckon myr 
self among the mo*t forward in my zeiU for main- 
taining that constitution and those principles in 
their utmost purity and vigour. It is because I do 
so, that I think it necessary for me that there 
should be no mistake. Those who cultivate the 
memory of our revolution, and those who are at- 
tached to the constitution of this kingdom, will 
take good care how they are ii\volved with .persons 
who, under the pretext of zeal towards the revolu- 
tion and constitution, too frequently wander from 
their true principles, and are ready on every occa- 
sion to depart from the firm but cautious and deli- 
berate spirit which produced the one, and which 
presides in the other. Before I proceed to answer 
the more material particulars in your letter, I shall 
beg leave to give you such information as I have 
been able to obtain of the two clubs which have 
thought proper^ as bodies, to interfere In the con- 
cerns of France'; first assuring yon, that I am not, 
and that I have never been, a member of either of 
those Boctetiea. 

The first, calling itself the Constitational Society, 
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OT Society for Constitutional Information, or by 
some such title, is, I believe, of seven or eight years 
standing. The institution of this society appears 
to be of a charitable, and so far of a laudable na- 
ture : it was intended for the circulation, at the ex- 
pense of the members, of many books, which few ^ 
others would be at the expense -of buying; and 
which might lie on the hands of the booksellers, to 
the great loss of an useful body of men. Whether 
the books so charitably circulated, were ever as 
charitably read, is more than I know. Possibly se- 
veral of them have been exported to France ; and, 
like goods not in request here, may with you have 
found a market. I have heard much talk of the 
lights to be drawn from books that are sent from 
hence. What improvements they have had in their 
passage (as it is smd some liquors are meliorated 
by crossing the sea) I cannot tell : but I never heard 
a man of common judgment, or the least degree of 
information, speak a word in praise of the greater 
part of the publications circulated by that society ; 
nor have their proceedings been accounted, except 
by some of themselves, as of any serious conse- 
quence. 

Your National Assembly seems to entertain much 
the same opinion that I do of this poor charitable 
club. As a nation, you reserved the whole stock of 
your eloquent acknowledgments for the Revolution 
Society, when their fellows in the Constitutional 
were, in equity, entitled to some share. Since you 
have selected the Revolution Society as the great 
.object of your national thanks and praises, you will 
think me excusable in making its late conduct the 
BUliject of my observations. The National Assembly 
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8 burke'8 reflections. 

of Fr^uice ^afi gi^en inportance to these gentlemen 
\f^ adopUag them ; and theyTetnrn the favour, by 
acting as a«ort of sub-committee in England for 
extendii^ Uie principles of the National Asseiid>ly. 
Henceforward we iuwst consider them as a kind of 
priviloged 'persons ; as no inconsiderable memben 
in the dii^omatic body. This is one among the re- 
volutions which have given splendour to obscurity, 
and distinction to undisGerned merit. Until very 
lately I do not recollect io have iheard of this chib. 
lamrquite sure that it ne?er ooeupied r moment of 
my 4houghts« noi;, I believe, <fhose of any person 
oat of their own set. I imd, upon inquiry, that on 
the aQniversaryof the revolution in 1688, a dub of 
dissenters, but of what denomination I know not, 
have long had the custom <Kf hearing a sermon in 
ime'of their churches; and that afterwards they 
spent the day oheertuUy, as other clubs do, at the 
tavern. But I never heard that any pul^c mea- 
sure, or political system » much less that the merits 
of the constitution of any foreign nation, had been 
the subject of a formal proceeding at their festivals ; 
until, to my inexpressible surprise, I found them in 
a sort ^of public capacity, by a congratulatory ad- 
dress, giving an authoritative sanction to the pro- 
ceedings of the National Assembly in France. 

In the ancient principles and conduct of the dub, 
so far at least as they ^were .declared, I see nothing 
to which Ij or any sober jnan> could possibly take 
exception. I think it very probable, that for.some 
purpose, new mc^mbevs may ha^ entered among 
them I and that some truly ((^tfiatian politidaiis, 
who love to dispense .benefits, but are careful lo 
conceal the hand whldi lUslnbtttes ihe dole, may 
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have made them the mstniments of their pioos de* 
signs. Whatever I may have reason to inspect con* 
cemiug private management, I shall spesik of no- 
thing as of a oertainty hut what is public. 

For one, I thoidd he sorry to he thought, directly 
or indirectlyt conctmed in their proceedings. I 
certainly tak» my ftiU shares along with the rest of 
the world. In my iadivldnal and private capacity, in 
speculating on what has been done, or is doing, on 
tlie public stage ; in any place, ancient or modem ; 
in the republic of Rome, or the republic of Paris : 
but having no general apostolical mission, being a 
citizen of a particular state, and being bound up, 
in a considerable degree, by its public will, I should 
think it, at least, improper and irregular for me to 
open a formal public correspondence with the ao-> 
tual government of a forei^fu nation, without the 
express authority of the government under which I 
Uve. 

I should be still more VQwiliing to enter into that 
correspondence, under any thing like an equivocal 
description, which to many, unacqusdnted with our 
usages, might make the address in which I joined 
appear as the act of persons in some sort of corpo- 
rate capacity, acknowledged by the laws of this 
kingdom, and authorised to speak the sense of 
some part of it. On account of the ambiguity and 
uncertidnty of unauthorised general descriptions, 
and of the deceit which may be practised under 
them, and not from mere formality, the house of 
commons would i;^ect the most sneaking petition 
for the most trifling object, under that mode of sig- 
nature to wliich you have thrown open the folding* 
doors of your presence chamber, and have ushered 
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10 BURKE'S REFLECTIONS. 

iiito your National Assembly, with as much cere- 
mooy and parade, and with as great a bustle of ap- T 
plause, as If you had beeu visited by the whole re^ j| 
presentative majesty of the whole English nation. ^ 
If what this society has thought proper to send ) |^ 
forth had been a piece of argument, it would have ^ 
signified little whose argument it was. It would be g 
neither the more nor the less convincing on account 
of the party it came from. But this is only a vote 
and resolution. It stands solely on authority; and 
in this case it is the mere authority of individuals, 
few of whom appear. Their signatures ought, in 
juy opinion^ to have been annexed to their instru- 
xnent. The world would then have the means of 
knowing how many they are, who they are, and 
of what value their opinions may be, from thor 
personal abilities, from their knowledge, their ex- 
perience, or their lead and authority in this state. 
To me, who am but a plain man, the proceeding 
looks a little too refined, and too ingenious ; it has 
too much the air of a political stratagem, adopted 
for the sake of giving, under a high-sounding 
name, an importance to the public declarations of 
this club, which, when the matter came to be 
closely inspected, th6y did not altogether so well 
deserve. It is a policy that has very much the com- 
plexion of a fraud. 

I flatter myself that I love a manly, moral, regu- 
lated liberty as well as any gentleman of that' so- 
dety, be he who he will ; and perhaps I ha?e given 
as good proofs of my attachment to that cause, is 
the whole course of my public conduct. I think I 
envy liberty as little as they do, to any other na- 
tion : but I cannot stand forward, and gl?e praise 
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or blame to any thiug which relates to hnman ac« 
tions and human concerns, on a simple view of the 
object, as it stands stripped of every relation, in all 
the nakedness and solitude of metaphysical abs- 
traction. Circumstances (which with some gen- 
tlemen pass for nothing) give in reality to every po- 
litical principle its distinguishing colour and dis- 
criminating effect. The circumstances are what 
render every civil and political scheme beneficial or 
noxious to mankind. Abstractedly speaking, go- 
vernment," as well as liberty, is good ; yet could I, 
in common sense, ten years ago, have felicitated 
France on her enjoyment of a government (for she 
then had a government) without inquiry what the 
nature of that government was, or how it was ad- 
ministered ? Can I now congratulate the same na- 
tion upon its freedom ? Is it because liberty in the 
abstract may be classed amongst the blessings of 
mankind, that I am seriously to felicitate a mad- 
man, who has escaped from the protecting restraint 
and wholesome darkness of his cell, on his restora- 
tion to the enjoyment of light and liberty ? Am I 
to congratulate a highwayman and murderer, who 
has broke prison, upon the recovery of his natural 
rights ? This would be to act over again the scene 
of the criminals condemned to the galleys, and their 
heroic deliverer, the metaphysic knight of the sor- 
rowful countenance. 

When I see, the spirit of liberty in action, I see a 
strong principle at work ; and this, for a while, is 
all I can possibly know of it. The wild gas, the 
fixed air is plainly broke loose: bnt we ought. to 
suspend our judgment until the first effervescence 
is a little subsided, till the liquor is cleared, and 
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until we see something deeper than the agitatioi 
«f a troubled and frothy surface. I luust be toiera 
My sure, before I venture publicly to congratulat 
men upon a blessing, that they have really receivei 
one. Flattery corrnpts both the receiver and tii 
giver ; and adulation is not of more service to th 
people than to kings. I should therefore suspen 
my congratulations on the new liberty of France 
uatU I was informed how it had been combine 
with government; with public force; with the dis 
clpline and obedience of armies ; with the coUec 
' ^ tion of an effective and well-distributed revenue 

with morality and religion ; with the solidity o 
property; with peace and order; with civil am 
social manners. And all these, in their way, ar 
good things too; and, without them, liberty is no 
a benefit whilst it lasts, and is not likely to conti 
Hue long. The effect of liberty to individuals is 
. I that they may do what they please : we ought t< 

see what it will please them to do, before we risl 
congratulations which may be soon turned inti 
complsdnts. Prudence would dictate this in thi 
case of separate insulated private men ; but liberty 
when men act in bodies, is power. Considerati 
people, before they declare themselves, will ob 
serve the use which is made of power ; and parti 
I cnlarly of so trying a thing as new power in nev 

' persons, of whose principles, tempers, and disposi 

tioDS, they have little or no experience, and in si 
tuations where those who appear the most stirrini 
« in the scene may possibly not be the real movers. 
All these considerations, however, were belof 
the transcendental dignity of the Revolution So 
clety. Whilst I continued In the country, fron 
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whence I had the honour of writing to yon, I had 
bat an imperfect idea of their transactions. On my 
coming to town I sent for an account of their pro* 
eeedingSy which had been published by their au- 
thority, containing a sermon of Dr. Price, with the 
duke de Rochefaucanlt'a and the archbishop of 
Aix'8 letter, and several other documents annexed. 
The whole of that publication, with the manifeil 
design of connecting the affairs of France wHh 
those of England, by drawing us into an imitation 
ef the conduct of the National Assembly, gave me 
a considerable degree of uneasiness. The effect of 
that oondoct upon the power, credit, prosperity, 
and tranquillity of France^ became every day more 
evident. The form of constitution to be settled, 
for its fntnre polity, became more dear. We are 
now in a condition to discern, with tolerable ex« 
actness, the true nature of the ol^ect held up to 
our imitation. If the prudence of reserve and de- 
corom dictates silence in some circumstances, in 
others prudence of a higher 'order may'justify ua 
in speaking our thoughts, llie beginnings of con* 
finion with us in England are at present feeUe 
enough; bat with you, we have seen an infancy 
still more feeble, growing by moments ii^to a 
strength to heap mountains upon mountains, and 
to wage war with heaven itself. Whenever onr 
neighbour's house is on fire, it cannot be amiss for 
the engines to play a little on our own. Better to 
be despised for too anxious apprehensions than 
rained by too confident a security. 

Solicitous chiefly for the peace of my own country , 
bat by no means anconcemed for yours, I wish to 
communicate more largely, what was at first' in* 
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tended only for your private satisfaction. I shall 
i^ill keep your aflfairs in my eye, and continue to 
address myself to you. Indulging myself in the free- 
dom of epistolary intercourse, I beg leave to throw 
out my thoughts, and express my feelings, just as 
they arise in my mind, with very little attention to 
formal method. I set out with Uie proceedings of 
the Revolution Society ; but I shall not confine my- 
sdf tothem. Is it possible I should.' It looks to 
me as if I were in a great crisis, not of the affairs 
of France alone, but of all Europe, perhaps of more 
than Europe. All circumstances taken together, 
the French revolution is the most astonishing that 
has hitherto happened in the world. The most 
wonderful things are brought about in many in- 
stances by means the most absurd and ridiculous ; 
in the most ridiculous modes ; and apparently, by 
the most contemptible instruments. Every thing 
seems out of nature in this strange chaos of levity 
and ferocity, and of all sorts of crimes jumbled to- 
gether with all sort's of follies. In viewing this 
monstrous tragi, comic scene, the most opposite 
passions necessarily succeed, and sometimes mix 
with each other in the mind ; alternate contempt 
and indignation ; alternate laughter and tears ; 2)1- 
ternate scorn and horror. 

It cannot, however, be denied, that to some, this 
strange scene appeared in quite another point of 
view. Into them it inspired no other sentiments 
than those of exultation and rapture. They saw 
nothing in what has been done in France, but a 
firm and temperate exertion of freedom ; so con- 
sistent, on the whole, with morals and with piety, 
as to make it deserving, not only of the secular ap- 
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plause of dashing Machiavelian politicians, bat to 
render it a fit theme for all the devout effusions of 
sacred eloquence. 

On the forenoon of the 4th of November^ last, 
doctor Richard Price, a nonconforming minister 
of eminence, preached at the dissenting meeting-^ 
house of the Old Jewry, to his club or society, a 
very extraordinary miscellaneous sermon, in which 
there are some good moral and religious sent!-. 
ments, and not ill expressed, mixed up in a sort 
of porridge of various political opinions and reflec- 
tions : but the revolution in France is the grand in- 
gredient in the cauldron. I consider the address 
transmitted by the Revolution Society to the Nap- 
tional Assembly, through earl Stanhope, as origi- 
nating; in the principles of the sermon, and as a co- 
rollary from them. It was moved by the preacher 
of that discourse. It was passed by those who 
came reeking from the effect of the sermon, with- 
out any censure or qualification, expressed or im- 
plied. If, however, any of the gentlemen con- 
cerned shall wish to separate the sermon from the 
resolution, they know how to acknowledge the one, 
and to disavow the other. They may do it : I can- 
not. 

For my part, I looked on that sermon as the 
public declaration of a man much connected with 
literary caballers and intriguing philosophers ; with 
political theologians, and theological politidanSy - 
both at home and abroad. I know they set him up 
as a sort of oracle ; because, with the best inten^ 
tions in the world, he naturally philippizes, and 
chants his prophetic song in e^^act unison with 
their designs. 
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Thu ttrmoa is in a ttraiD whidi, 1 beliew, hu 
not been heurd in tbia kingdom, in any (rf the pul- 
pits which are loieratcd or enconragcd !a it, since 
the ^car 1648, when B predeceuor of Dr. Price, the 
Rer. Hugh Pelen, piade the vault of the Icing'! own 
cliapel at St. James'i ring nith the honour and [h1- 
rilege of (lie saints, who, with the " high pi^ci 
of Ood In thdr monlba, aod a two-edged tword in 
their hands, were to eBecute Judgment on the 
heathen, and punishmentinponthe people t to bind 
their kings with chains, and their noblei with fel- 
lera of iron."* Few harangnes from the pnlfril, 
except in the days of your league In France, or in 
the days of our lolonn league and covenant in 
England, liave erer breathed leu of the spirit of 
moderation than this lecture in the Old Jewiy. 
9uppa>lng, however, that something like modera- 
doo were risible in this political senoon ; yet poli- 
tic* and the pulpit are terms that have little agree- 
menl. No sound ought to be beard in the charch 
but Ihc healing voice of Christian cliarity. The 
cause of civil liberty and ciril government gains a» 
little as that of religion by this confusion of du^es. 
lluwe who quit their proper character, to assame 
what does not belong to tliem, are, for the greater 
part, ignorant buth of the character they leave, and 
of the character they assume. Whi^y nDacqnidnt. 
od with the world In which they are ao fond of 
meddling, and Inexperienced In all IttaSidn, en 
which they pronounce with lo much confideott, 
ihey have nothing of poHdcf bat the paadon* tb^ 
exdte. Sarely ibe cbuich la a place wbere cne 
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ay*8 trace ought to be allowed to the disseiisioos 
nd animosities of mankind. 

■fhis pulpit style> revived after so long a discon- 
limance, had to me the air of novelty, and of a 
lovelty not wholly without danger. I do not charge 
;his danger equally to every part of the discourse, 
rbe hint given to a noble and reverend lay divine^ 
itho is supposed high in office in one of our univier- 
dties,* and to other lay divines *^ of rank and li- 
terature," may be proper and seasonable, though 
somewhat new. If the noble seekers should find 
nothing to satisfy their pious fancies in the oM 
staple of the national church, or in all the rich va> 
riety to be found in the well-assorted warehouses 
of the dissenting congregations. Dr. Price adnses 
them to improve upon nonconformity; and to set 
up, each of them, a «epai*ate meeting-house upon 
hb own particular principles.f It is somewhat re- 
markable, that this reverend divine should be so 
earnest for setting up new churches, and so per<p> 
fectly indifferent concerning the doctrine which 
may be taught in them. His seal is of a curious 
character. It is not for the pi'opagation of his own 
(^pinions, but of any opinions. It is not for the 
fusion of truth, but for the spreading of contra- 

* *' Discourse on the Love of our Country," Nov. 4, 
1789* by Dr. Ri«hard Price, 3d edition, p. 17 and 18. 

■f *' Those who didike tiiat mode of worship whidi is 
pnseribed by public authority, ought, if they can find no 
worship out of the church which they approve, to set up a 
9qpardte worship for themselves; and by doing this, and 
^ving an example of a rational and manly worship, men of 
toeight from their rank and literature may do the greatest 
•ervice to soeiety and the world." P. 18.— Dr. Price's acr* 
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diction. Let the noble teachers but dissent, it k 
no matter from whom or from what. This gMl 
point once secured, it is taken for granted their re^ 
ligion will be rational and manly. I doubt whetbei 
religion would reap all the benefits which the cal 
culating divine computes from this " great com* 
pany of great preachers.'* It would certainly be f 
valuable addition of non-descripts to the ample coI< 
lection of known classes, genera, and species, whiel 
at present beautify the hortus siccus of dissent. I 
sermon from a noble duke, or a noble marquis, oi 
a noble earl, or baron bold, would certainly in^ 
crease and diversify the amusements of this tows 
which begins to grow satiated with the unifom 
round of its vapid dissipations. I should only sti 
pulate that these new Mess- Johns, in robes am 
coronets, should keep some sort of bounds in tb 
democratic and levelling principles which are ex 
pected from their titled pulpits. The new evange 
lists will, I dare say, disappoint the hopes that ar 
conceived of them. ITiey will not become, literall 
as well as figuratively, polemic divines, nor be difl 
posed so td drill their congregations that they ma} 
as in former blessed times, preach their doctrine 
to regiments of dragoons, and corps of infantry aiv 
artillery. Such arrangements, however favourabi 
to the cause of compulsory freedom, civil and re 
ligious, may not be equally conducive to the na 
tional tranquillity. These few restrictions, I hope 
are no great stretches of Intolerance, no yery tic 
lent exertions of despotism. 

But I may say of our preacher utinam nugis }oi> 
ilia dedisset tempera siBvitke. All things in ild 
his fulminating bull are not of so innoxious a ten 
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ency. His doctrines affect onr constitntion in its 
ital parts. He tells the Revolution Society, in this 
olitical sermoQ, that his majesty *' is almost the 
%ly lawful king in the world, because the only one 
ho owes his crown to the choice of his people** 
8 to the kings of the world, all of whom, except 
le, this arch-pontiff of the rights of men, with all 
le plenitude, and with more than the boldness of 
le papal, deposing power in its meridian fervour of 
le twelfth century, puts into one sweeping clause 
' ban and anathema, and proclaims usurpers by 
rcles of longitude and latitude, over the whole 
obe, it behoves them to consider how they admit 
ito their territories these a|)ostolic missionai'ies, 
ho are to tell their subjects they are not lawful 
ings. That is their concern. It is ours, as a do* 
lestic interest of some moment, seriously to con- 
der the solidity of the only principle upon which 
lese gentlemen acknowledge a king of Great Bri- 
an to be entitled to their allegiance. 
This doctrine, as applied to the prince now on 
lie British throne, either is nonsense, and, there- 
ire, neither true nor false, or it affirms a most un- 
)Diided, dangerous, illegal, and unconstitutional 
osition. According to this spiritual doctor of 
olitics, if his majesty does not owe his crown to 
lie choice of his people, he is no lawful king. Now 
Qthing can be more untrue than that the crown of 
dis kingdom is so held by his majesty. There- 
^re, if you follow their rule, the king of Great 
Iritain, who most certainly does not owe his high 
ffice to any form of popular election, is in no re- 
pect better than t)ie rest of the gang of usurpers, 
irho reigu, or rather rob, all over the face of this 
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our miaerable world, without any sort of right «r 
dUe to the allegiance of their people. The poficy 
of this general doctrine, so qualified, is eridemt 
endugh. The propagators of this political gospll 
are in hopes their abstract principle, their principle 
that a popular choice is necessary to the legal fl»- 
lAtence of the sovereign magistracy, would be ofW* 
looked whilst the king of Great Britain was not 
affected by it In the mean time the ears of Mk 
eongregations would be gradually habituated to lt| 
as if it were a first principle admitted withoit 
dispute. For the present it would only operate m 
a. theory, pickled in the preserving juices of pulfllt 
eloquence, and laid by for future use. Cando ^ 
eampono qua max depromere poishn. By this po- 
licy, Whilst our government is soothed with a reMV 
vation^in its favour, -to which it has no clium, the 
aeenrity, which it has in common with all go- 
vemmeDts, «o far as opinion is security, is takea 
away. 

Thus these politicians proceed, whilst little so* 
tiee is taken of their doctrines; but when tbejf 
come to be examined upon the plain meaning oJf 
thdr words and the direct tendency of their doc- 
trines, then equivocations and slippery constructlflM 
come into play. When they say the king owes hll$ 
erown to the choice of his people, and is therefoft 
the only lawfid sovereign in the world, they will 
periiaps tell us they mean to say no more than AiK 
aome ofihe king's predecessors have been calM^ 
the throne by some sort of choice; and thtnlhtt 
he owes his erown to the choice of his peofie. 
Thns by a miserable subterfuge, they hope to tc^ 
der thdr proposition safe, by rendering it inigaioiy« 
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"bey are welcome to the asylum they seek for their 
ffbnce, fflnce they take refuge in their folly. For, 
' yovL admit this interpretation, how does their 
lea of election difier from onr idea of inheritanoe ? 
cad bow does the settlement of the crown in the 
>niD8wick line derived from James the First, come 
) legalise our monarchy, rather than that of any 
f the neighbouring countries ? At some time or 
(Oner, to be sure, all the beginners of dynasties 
ftre chosen by those who called them to govern. 
;bere is ground enough for the opinion that all the 
Ingdoms of Europe were, at a remote period, elect- 
IQ, with more or fewer limitations in the objects 
if choke; but whatever kings might have been 
lere or elsewhere, a thousand years ago, or in 
rfaatever manner the ruling dynasties^ of England 
r France may have begun, the king of Great Bri- 
tin is at this day king by a fixed rule of succession, 
ooording to the laws of his country ; and whilst 
be legal conditions of the compact of sovereignty 
gt performed by him (as they are performed) he 
olds his crown in contempt of the choice of ^ 
tevolutionary Society, who have not a single vote 
Mr a king amongst them, either individually or 
oUectivel^ ; though I make no doubt they would 
son erect themselves into an electoral c(^ege, if 
Idngs were ripe to give etkct to their claim. His 
^festy's heirs and successors, each in his time and 
ider, will come to the crown with the same con- 
smpt of their choice with which his mi^esty has 
leoeeded to that he wears. 
Whatever may be the success of evasion in ex- 
laining away the gross error of fact, which snp- 
Qses that his mi^esty, though he holds it in coo- 
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aurence with the wishes, owes his crown to i 
choice of his people, yet nothing can. erade it 
foil explicit dedaration, concerning the prindplc 
a right in the people to choose, which right is 
rectly maintsuned, and tenaciously adhered to. 
the oblique insinuations concerning elections 1 
torn in this proposition, and are referable to 
Lest the foundation of the king's exclusive k 
title should pass for a mere rant of adulatory fi 
dom, the political divine proceeds dogmatiaill] 
assert,* that by the principles of the revolution 
people of England have acquired three fundamei 
rights, all which, with him, compose one syst< 
and lie together in one short sentence; nami 
that we have acquired a right 

1. " To choose our own governors." 

2. *' To cashier them for misconduct." 

3. " To frame a government fqr ourselves." 
This new, and hitherto unheard-of bill of rigl 
though made in the name of the whole people, 
longs to those gentlemen and their faction o: 
The body of the people of England have no shan 
it. They utterly disclaim it. They will resist 
practical assertion of it with their lives and i 
tunes. They are bound to do so by the laws 
t);eir country, made at the time of that very revc 
tion, which is appealed to in favour of the fictiti 
rights claimed by the society which abuses its na 

These gentlemen of the Old Jewry, in all tl 
reasonings on the revolution of 1688, have a re 
lution which happened in England about' fii 



• ** Dltcoune on the Love of our Country," by Dr. R 
p. 34. 
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befiwCy aad the late FrcBch reTolation, so 
bHdre their eyes, and in tlirir Iwuts, that 
re eoostantlj oonfovnduis all the three toge- 
It is neccssaiT that we should separate whac 
OBfooiid. We nasi recall their erriDg Cuicics 
i acts of the remfaitioa which we revere, Ibr 
a cor er y of its tme principles. If the princi- 
r the remfaition of 1688 are anj where to be 
, it is in the statute called the Declaration of 
. Id that most wise, sober, and oonnderate 
itioQ, drawn np bj great lawyers and great 
Den, and not bj warm and inexperienced 
aasts, not one word is said, nor one sog- 
I made, of a general right ** to choose ow 
foremors, to cashier them for misoondoct, 
t form a govemment for onrsdres." 
I Dedaralf on of Right (the act of the first of 
m and Bf ary, sess. 2, ch. 2.) is the comer- 
of onr constitntion, as rdnforced, explained, 
red, and in its fandamental principles for ever 
L It is called *' An act for declaring the 
and liberties of the sobject, and for settling 
looession of the crown.** Yon will observe, 
bese rights and this snccesnon are detlared 
i body, and bound indissolubly together, 
sw years after this period, a second opportu- 
flfered for asserting a right of election to the 
. ' On the prospect of a total fiulure of issue 
Idng William, and from the princess, after- 
queen Anne, the consideration of the settle- 
of the crown, and of a farther security for 
lerties of the people, again came before the 
tare. Did they this second time make any 
on for legalising the crowo on the spurious 
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xavolutioD principles of the Old Jeirry ?-^N<Ki 1 
fidlowed tbe prindples which prendleil in tii» 
claratioo of Right ; indicatiDg with mare pndi 
the persons who were to inherit in the protesi 
line. This act also inoorporatedy by the sbbm 
Hcy» our liberties^ and> an hereditary snocenioi 
the same act. Instead of a right to dioose oar i 
governors, they declared that the sncoessioa' ife 1 
line (the protestant line drawn from Jamet 
First) was absolutely necessary ^ for the pti 
quiet, and security of the realm/' and that It' 
equally urgent on them '' to maintain a certai 
in the succession thereof, to which the sid^i 
may safely have recourse for thdr protect 
Both these acts, in which are heard the unerri 
unambiguous oracles of revolotion ptdicy, iastati 
ooontenandng the delusive, gipsy predictioo» < 
" right to choose our governors," prove toa 
monstration how totally adverse the wisdom of 
nation was from turning a case of necessity im 
vails of law. 

Unquestionably there was at the revt^ntiM 
the person of king William, a small and a ten 
rary deviation from the strict order of a vcgi 
hereditary succession ; but it is agunst all gem 
principles of jurisprudence to draw a princ 
from a law made in a special case, and regMN 
an indiridoal person. PrioU^wm mn trmuU 1m 
emphm. If ever there was a time fevouniUe 
estoblishing the prindple, that a king of pop 
dmice was the only le|^ king, without aU dMri 
was at the rsvohitioii. Its not being done ai i 
time iaa proof that the natioo was of ofUki 
00^ not to he done at any tee. Then fa 
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enon so completely ignorant of our history, as 
01 -to know, that the majority in parliament of 
oth parties were so little disposed to any thing re- 
BoMing that principle, that at first they were de- 
enbined to place the vacant crown, not on the 
«ad of the prince of Orange, hut on that of his 
rife Mary, daughter of king James, the eldest bom 
if the issue of that king, which they acknowledged 
18 undoubtedly his. It would be to repeat a very 
lite story, to recall to your memory all those cir- 
nmstances which denaonstrated that their accept- 
Dg. king William was not properly a choice ; but, 
O all those who did not wish, in effect, to recall 
sing James, or to deluge their country in blood; 
md again to bring their religion, laws, and liber- 
;leB into the peril they had just escaped, it was ati 
Id of necessity, in the strictest moral sense in 
vhich necessity can be taken. 

In the very act, in which for a time, and in a 
angle case, parliament departed from the strict 
)rder of inheritance, in favour of a prince who; 
Jiongh not next, was however very near in the line 
}{ anccession, it is curious to observe how lord 
Somers, who drew the bill called the Declaration 
>f Right, has comported himself on that delicate 
)Cca8ion. It is curious to observe with what ad- 
lrei» this temporary solution of continuity is kept 
arom the eye ; whilst all that could be found in this 
Kt of necessity to countenance the idea of an here- 
tttary succession is brought forward, and fostered. 
Bid made the most of, by this great man, and by 
the legislature who followed him. Quitting the 
ilry imperative style of an act of parliament, he 
makes Uie lords and commons fa)l to a pious, legis- 

VOL. I. C 
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iaure ejacnlacioD, and dcdare, that tfacr 
^ ai maireUoBS pfondenoe, and BcrciM 
of God to tlds natioB, to Brescrre tKornid 



tioT royal pcnons, Bost bappQj to rasa 
tbe tbrooe of tKrir ancrttora, frooi TiHiici^ ham 
tbe bottom of tbcir bcarts, thtj ret«ni tlwir lm»> 
Idest thanks and piaiscs.** The legblatne plaiBll 
had in new tbe act of leoognition of the fint af 
q^ieen Elizabeth, efaap. 3d, aad of thtt of James the 
First, chap. 1st, Iwth acts strongly declaratory if 
the inheritable nature of the crown ; and In wMmf 
parts they follow, with a nearlj fiteral precMoB^ 
the words and eren the form of th»nln|giflay» 
which is found in these old dedaratoiy statnteSk 

The two houses, in the act of king William, did 
not thank God that they had foond a fair opporto* 
nity to assert a right to choose their own govemon, 
much less to make an election the only lawftd title 
to the crown. Their having been In a conditUm to 
avoid the very appearance of it, aa modi aa poe- 
llble, was by them considered as a provldeBtial 
escape. They threw a politic, wclUwroimiit foD, 
over erery drcomstance tendiaff to ^ifiriica ti^ 
rights, which in the meliorated eeiier of •ncceeeiw 
they meant to perpetuate ; or which might fatalih 
ft precedent for any future departure from vdMt 
they had then settled for ever. Aoc<»dingly» that 
they might not relax the nerves of their roonanchy^ 
ftud that they might preserve a dose oonfomiifey |e 
the practice of their ancestors, as it appeared ia the 
dedaratory statues of queen Mary^ and queea BA* 
labethf lu the uext clause they vcat^ by recogiiHioft> 

• lit M«ry» Mtt. 3, di. 1. 
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in their majesties^ all the legal prerogatives of the 
crowoy declaring, ** that in them they are most 
iaHjf rigfatfollyy and entirely iDvested, incorporated, 
vnited, and annexed." In the clause which foU 
lowSy for.preFenting qaestions, by reason of any 
pretended tkles to the crown, they declare (oh- 
senrlng also in this the traditionary language, along 
with the traditionary policy of tlie nation, and re* 
peating as from a rubric the language of the pre- 
ceding acts of Elizabeth and James) that on the 
preserving ** a certainty in the succession thereof, 
the unity, peace, and tranquillity of this nation 
doth^ under God, wholly depend." 

They knew that a doubtful title of succession 
wooid bnt too much resemble an election ; and that 
an election would be utterly destructive of the 
*' unity, peace,. and tranquiliity of this nation," 
irtiich they thought to be considerations of some 
numtBt. To provide for these objects, and there- 
fore to exclude for ever the Old Jewry doctrine of 
^ a light to choose our own governors," they fol« 
low with a clause, containing a most solemn pledge, 
taken from the preceding act of queen Elizabeth, 
as soleosn a pledge as ever was or can be given in 
fiivonr of an hereditary succession, and as solemn a 
renonciatioo as could be made of the principles by 
this foctety imputed to them. *' The lords spi- 
ritnal and temporal, and commons, do, in the name 
of all the people aforesaid, most humbly and faith- 
fotty submit themselves, their heirs and posterities 
forever; and do fidthfully promise, that they will 
stand to, maintidn,Bnd defend their said m^esties, 
and also the limitation of tlie crown, herein sped* 
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fied and contained, to the ntmoet of their powers/' 
&C. &c. ^ 

So far is it from heing true, that we acquired a 

right hy the revolution to elect oar kings, that if 

we had possessed it before, the English nation did 

at that time most solemnly renounce and abdicate 

it, for themselves and for all their posterity for ever. 

These gentlemen may value themselves as much as 

they please on their whig principles; but I never 

desire to be thought a better whig than lord So- 

mers, or to understand the principles of the revo^ 

lution better than those by whom it was brought 

about ; or to read in the Declaration of Right any 

mysteries unknown to those whose penetrating 

style has engraved in our ordinances and in our 

hearts the virords and spirit of that immortal 

law. 

It is true that, aided with the powers derived 
from force and opportunity, the nation was at that 
time, in some sense, free to take what coarse it 
pleased for filling the throne ; but only free to do 
so upon the same grounds on which they might 
have wholly abolished their monarchy, and every 
other part of their constitution. However, they did 
not think such bold changes within their commis- 
sion. It is indeed difficult, perhaps impossible, tc 
give limits to the mere abstract competence of tbi 
sapreme power, such as was exercised by pailia* 
ment at that time ; but the limits of a moral conh 
petence, subjecting, even in powers more iiidis< 
pntably sovereign, occasional will to permaneM 
reason, and to the steady maxims of faith, joatlee 
and fixed fandamental policy^ are 'perfectly inld 
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i^ble, and perfectly binding upon those who exer- 
dee any authority, under any name, or under any 
itle, in the state. Tlie house of lords, for instance, 
8 not morally competent to dissolve the house of 
commons ; no, nor even to dissolve itself, nor to 
ibdicate, if it would, its portion in the legislature 
i the kingdom. Though a king may abdicate for 
rfs own person, he cannot abdicate for the raon- 
irchy. By as strong, or by a stronger reason, the 
Kmse of commons cannot renounce its share of 
inthority. Th6 engagement and pact of society, 
rfaich generally goes by the name of the coustltu- 
ioD, forbids such invasion and such surrender. 
rbe constituent paits of a state are obliged to hold 
heir public faith with each other, and with all 
hose who derive any serious interest under their 
ngagements, as much as the whole state is bound 
keep its faith with separate communities. 
)therwise competence and power would soon be 
onfounded, and no law be left but the will of a 
trevailing force. On this principle the succession 
if the crown has always been what it now is, an 
lereditary succession by law : In the old line it was 
i raccession by the common law ; In the new by 
he statute law, operating on the principles of the 
sommon law, not changing the substance, but re- 
;ii!ating the mode, and describing the persons, 
loth these descriptions of law are of the same 
orce, and are derived from an equal authority, 
manating from the common agreement and ori- 
Inal compact of the state, communitpmHonereipu- 
Uca, and as snch arc equally binding on the king 
nd people too, as long as the terms are observedi 
Dd they continue the same body politic. 
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It Is far from impossible to reconcile, if we A 
nffer oonelves to be entangled in the mazes oi 
taphjsic sophistry, the use both of a fixed rale 
an occasional deviation ; the sacredness of an 1 
ditaiy principle of succession in oar govenin 
with a power of change in its application in i 
of extreme emergency. Even in that extremh 
we take the meteore of onr rights by car eze 
of them at the rerolation) the change is t 
confined to the peccant part only; to the 
which produced the necessary deviation ; and 
then it is to be effected without a decompositii 
the whole civil and political mass, for the poi 
of originating a new civil order out of the first 
ments of society. 

A state without the means of some chanc 
wHhont the means of its conservation. Wit! 
such means it might even risk the loss of 
part of the constitution which it wished the i 
religiously to preserve. The two principles of* 
servation and correction operated strongly at 
two critical periods of the restoration and ref 
tion, when England found itself without a 1 
At both those periods the nation had lost the I 
of union in their ancient edifice; they did 
however, dissolve the whole fabric. On the < 
trary, in both cases they regenerated the defic 
part of the old constitution through the parts wl 
were not impidred. They kept these old [ 
exactly as they were, that the part recov er ed in 
be ratted to them. They acted by the andenl 
gAnized states in the shape of their old orgai 
tloo, and not by the organic moleculm of a 
bonded people. At no time, perhaps, did the 8 
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rrign legislature manifest a more tender regard to 
tkiiifaiulameDtal principle of British constitutional 
poficy* thau at the time of the reFolutiou> when it 
Mated from the direct line of hereditary socces-' 
dmu The crown was carried somewhat out of the 
ttoein which it had before moved; but the new 
line was derived from the same stock. It was still 
ulioe of hereditary descent ; still an hereditary de- 
ieoit in the same blood, though an hereditary 
kioent qualified with protestantism. When the 
ie^slature altered the direction, but kept the priii- 
iple, they showed that they held it inviolable. 

.On this principle, the law of inheritance had ad- 
mitted some amendment in the old time, and long 
lefore the »ra of the revolution. Some time after 
M^ conquest great questions arose upon the legal 
^dnciples of hereditary descent. It became a mat- 
ter of doubt, whether the heir per capita or the 
miiperiiirpei was to succeed; but whether the 
1^ per capita gave way when the heirdom per 
Hirpee took place, or the catholic heir when the 
xotestant was preferred, the inheritable principle 
itrfived with a sort of immortality through all 
sansmigratious — multosque per Msmos iiaijbriufta 
i$miie et avi numerantur avorum. This is the spi* 
it of oar constitution, not only in its settled course, 
lot in all its revolutions. Whoever came in, or 
however he came in, whether he obtained the crown 
^ law or by force, the hereditary succession was 
eltber continued or adopted. 

The gentlemen of the society for revolutions see 
nothing in tliat of 1588 but the deviation from the 
UBfltitution : and they take the deviation from the 
principle for the principle. They have little regard 
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to the obvious consequences of their doctrine, 
though they must see that it leaves positive autho- 
rity in very few of the positive institutions of this 
country. When such an unwarrantable maxim is 
once established, that no throne is lawful but the 
elective, no one act of the princes who preceded 
theu* sra of fictitious election can be valid. Do 
these theorists mean to imitate some of their pre- 
decessors, who dragged the bodies of our ancient 
sovereigns out of the quiet of their tombs? Do 
they mean to attaint and disable backwards all the 
kings that had reigned before the revolution, and 
consequently to stain the throne of England with 
the blot of a continual usurpation? Do they meftn 
to invalidate, annul, or to call into question, toge- 
ther with the titles of the whole line of our kings, 
that great body of. our statute law which passed 
under those whom they treat as usurpers ? to anjml 
laws of inestimable value to our liberties — of as 
great value at least as any which have passed at or 
since the period of the revolution ? If kings, who 
did not owe their crown to the choice of their peo- 
ple, had no title to make laws, what will become of 
the statute de tallagio non. concedendo?'-^ot the 
petition of right ? — of the act of habeas corpus? 
Do these new doctors of the rights of men presunie 
to assert, that king James the Second, who came 
to the crown as next of blood, according to the 
rules of a then unqualified succession, was not, to 
all intents and purposes, a lawful king of.Enghiiidy 
before he had done any of those acts which .were 
justly construed into an abdication of his crown:? 
if he was not, much trouble in parliament might 
hare been saved at the period these : gentlemen 
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commemorate. But king James was a bad king 
with a good title, and not an usurper. The prin- 
cess who succeeded according to the act of parlia- 
ment which settled the crown on the eiectress So- 
phia and on her descendants, being protestants, 
came in as much by a title of inheritance as kiiig 
James did. He came in according to the law, as H 
stood at his accession to the crown ; and the prin- 
ces of the house of Brunswick came to the inherit- 
ance of the crown, not by election, but by the law, 
as it stood at their several accessions of protestant 
descent and inheritance, as I hope I have shown 
sufficiently. 

The law by which this royal family is specifically 
destined to the succession, is the act of the 12th 
and 13th of king William. The terms of this act 
bind " us, and our heirs, and our posterity, to 
them, their heirs, and their posterity," being pro*> 
testants, to the end of time, in the same words as 
the Declaration of Right had bound us to the heirs 
of king William and queen Mary. It, therefore, se- 
cures both an hereditary crown and an hereditary 
aOegiance. On what ground, except the constittt* 
tional policy of forming an establishment to se^. 
cure that kind of succession which is to preclude a 
choice of the people for ever, could the legislature 
have fastidiously vejected the foir and abundant 
choice which our own country presented to them, 
and searched in strange lands for a foreign princessj 
from whose womb the line of our future rulers 
were to derive their title to govern millions of mte 
through a series of ages? 

The princess Sophia was named in the act of 
settlement of the 12th and 13th of king William, 

c^ 
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for a stock and root of inheritauce to our kings, and 
not for her merits^ as a temporary administratrix 
of a power, wliich she might not, and, in fact, did 
not, herself ever exercise. — She was adopted for 
one reason, and for one only, because, says the act, 
''the most excellent princess Sophia, electress 
"and duchess dowager of Hanover, is daughter of 
the most excellent princess Elizabeth, late queen 
of Bohemia, daughter of our late sovereign lord king 
James the First, of happy memory, and is hereby 
declared to be the next in succession in the protest- 
ant line," &C. &c.; " and the crowd shall con- 
tinue to the heirs of her body, being protestants." 
Tliis limitation was made by parliament, that 
through the princess Sophia an inheritable line 
not only was to be continued in future, but (what 
they thought very material) that through her it was 
to be connected iinth the old stock of inheritance in 
■king James the First ; in order that the monarchy 
might preserve an unbroken unity through all ages, 
and might be preserved, with safety to our religion, 
in the old approved mode by descent, in which if 
our liberties had been once endangered, they had 
often, through all storms and struggles of preroga- 
tive and privilege, been preserved. They did welL 
No experience has taught us, that in any other 
course or method than an hereditary crown, our li- 
berties can be regularly perpetuated and preserved 
sacred as our hereditary right. An irregular, con- 
vulsive movement n^y be necessary to throw ^ff an 
. irregular convulsive disease : but the course of ane- 
oession is the healthy habit of the British constitn- 
taoB. Was it that the legislature wanted, at the 
act for the lindtation of the crown in the Hiuiofe- 
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rian line, drawn through the female desoeodants of 
James the First, a due seuse of the inconvenienoes 
of ka?ing two or three, or possibly more foreigners, 
in succession to the British throne? No! — they 
ha4 a due sense of the evils which might happen, 
from such foreign rule, and more than a due sense, 
of them. But a more decisive proof cannot be. 
(^ren of the full conviction of the British nation, 
that the principles of the revolution did not autho-: 
rise them to elect kings at their pleasure, and 
without any attention to the ancient fundamental 
principles of our government, than their continuing, 
to adopt a plan of hereditary protestant succession 
in the old line, with all the dangers and all the in- 
conveniences of its being a foreign line full hefore 
their eyes, and operating wifh the utmost force 
upon their minds. 

•A few years ago, I should have been ashamed to 
overload a matter, so capable of supporting itself, 
by the then unnecessary support of any argument ; 
but this seditious, unconstitutional doctrine is now 
publicly taught, avowed, and printed. The dislike 
I feel to revolutions, the signals for which have so 
often been given from pulpits ; the spirit of change 
that is gone abroad ; the total contempt which pre* 
▼mis with you, and may come to prevail with us» 
of all ancient institutions, when set in oppositioii 
to a present sense of convenience, or to the bent of a 
present inclination: all these Tousiderations make 
it not unadviseable, in my opinion, to call back our 
attention to the true principles of our own domestic 
laws; that you, my French friend, should begin ta 
know, and that we should continue to cherisU 
them. We ought not^ on either side of the water* 
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' to suffer ourselves to be imposed upon by the conn* 
terfeit wares which some persons, by a doable frand, 
export to yon in illicit bottoms, as raw commodi« 
ties of British growth, though wholly alien to our 
soiJy in order, afterwards, to smuggle them back 
agun into this country, manufactured after the 
newest Paris fswhion of an improved liberty. 
'. The people of England will not ape the fashions 
they have never tried ; nor go back to those which 
they have found mischievous on trial. They look 
upon the legal hereditary succession of their cjfowi 
as among their rights, not as among their wrongs ; 
as a benefit, not a grievance ; as a security for their 
liberty, not ai^'tt badge of servitude. They look on 
the frame of their commonwealth, such as it stands, 
to be of inestimable value; and they conceive the 
undisturbed succession of the crown to be a pledge 
of the stability and perpetuity of ail the other mem- 
bers of our constitution. 

I shall beg leave, before I go any farther, to take 
notice of some paltry artifices, which the abettors 
of election as the ODly lawful title to the crown, are 
ready to employ, in order to render the support of 
the just principles of our constitution a task some- 
what invidious, 'lliese sophisters substitute a ficti- 
tious cause, and feigned personages, in vvhose favour 
they suppose you engaged, whenever you defend 
the inheritable nature of the crown. It is common 
with them to dispute as if they were in a conflict 
with some of these exploded fanatics of slavery, 
who formerly maintuned, what I believe no crea^ 
ture now maintains, '' that the crown is held by . 
divine, hereditary, and indefeasible right." These 
old fiioatics of single arbitrary power dogmatised aa- 
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if hereditary royalty was the only lawful govem- 
raent in the world, just as our new fanatics of popu- 
lar arbitrary power maintain that a popular elec- 
Udn is the sole lawful source of authority. The 
(dd prerogative enthusiasts, it is true, did speculate 
fooHAly, and, perhaps, impiously too, as if mon- 
archy had more of a divine sanction than any 
odier mode of government ; and as if a right to 
govern by inheritance were in strictness indefeasible 
in every person, and under every circumstance, 
which no civil or political right can be. But an 
absurd opinion ^concerning the king's liereditary 
right to the crown does not prejudice one that is 
rational, and bottomed upon solid principles of law 
and policy. If all the absurd theories of lawyers 
and divines were to vitiate the objects in which they 
are conversant, we should have no law and ne re- 
ligion left in the world. — ^But an absurd theory on 
one side of a question forms no justification for al- 
leging a false fact, or promulgating mischievous 
maxims on the other. 

The second claim of the Revolution Society is 
" a right of cashiering their governors on miscon- 
duct." Perhaps the apprehensions our ancestors 
entertained of forming such a precedent as that 
''of cashiering for misconduct," was the cause 
that the declaration of the act which implied the 
abdication of king James, was, if^it had any fault, 
rather too guarded, and too circumstantial.* But 

• 

* *' That king James the Second, having endeavoured to 
subvert the constitution of the kingdom, by breaking the 
original contract between king and people, and, by the ad- 
vice of Jesuits and. other wicked persons, having violated 
the fundamental laws, and having withdrawn himself 
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all this guard, and all this accumulation of circum- 
stances, serves to show the spirit of caution whidi 
predominated in the national councils, in a sittm^ 
tion in which men irritated hy oppression, and eknt 
▼ated by a triumph over it, are apt to abandon 
themselves to violent and extreme courses: H 
shows the anxiety of the great men who influenced: 
the conduct of affairs at that great event, to mA» 
the revolution a parent of settlement, and not n 
nursery of future revolutions. 

No government could stand a moment, if it conM 
be blown down with any thing so loose and indefi» 
nite as an opinion of '< misconduct." They wbo 
led at the revolution, grounded the virtual ab^ca<< 
tion of king James upon no such light and aiicer4 
tain a principle. They charged him with nothing 
less than a design, confirmed by a multitude of 
illegal overt acts, to subvert the protestant cburdi 
and state, and their fundamental, uuquestionalile 
laws and liberties : they charged him with haidng 
broken the original contract between king and peiKi 
pie. This was more than misconduct. A grB?e 
and over-ruling necessity obliged them to take tiilS 
step they took, and took with infinite reluctailcey«i 
under that most rigorous of all laws. Their trott 
for. the future preservation of the constitution wat 
not in future revolutions. The grand policy of 
all their regulations was to render It almost irn* 
practicable for any future sovereign to compel the 
states of the kingdom to have again recourse to 
those violent remedies. They left the crown what, 

out of the kingdom, hath abdicated the government, and 
the OuoDe is thereby vacant." 
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m the eye aod estimation of law, it had ever been, 
perfectly irresponsible. In order to lighten the 
.down still farther, they aggra\'ated responsibility 
<ai ministers of state. By the statute of the 1st of 
king William, sess. 2, called '* The act for declaring 
(he rights and liberties of the sabject, and for set- 
tling the succession of the crown," they enacted 
tkat the ministers should serve the crown on the 
terms of that declaration. They secured soon after 
the frequent meetings of parliament, by which the 
wiKde government would be under the constant in- 
spection and active control of the popular repre- 
sentative and of the magnates of the kingdom. In 
the next great constitutional act, that of the 12th 
and 13th of king William, for the farther limitation 
of the crown, and better securing the rights and U^ 
kerties of the subject, they provided, '' that no 
pardon nnder the great seal of England should be 
pleadable to an impeachment by the commons in 
parliament.'' The rule laid down for government 
in the Declaration of Right, the constant inspection v 
of parliament, the practical claim of inipeachment> 
they thought infinitely abetter security, not only for 
thdr constitutional liberty, but against the nces of 
administration, than the reservation of a righl so 
Afficnlt in the pracUce, so uncertain in the iWne^ 
and often so mischievous in the consequences^ as 
tkat of ** cashiering their governors." 

Dr. Price, in this sermon,* condemns very pro- 
perly the practice of gross, adulatory addresses to 
kings. Instead of this fulsome style, he proposes 
that bi6 ms^esty should be told^ on occasions of 

• Paget 28, 23, S4. 
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congratulation, that " he is to consider himaelf «i 
more .properly the servant than the sovereign of hb 
people." For a compliment, this new form ol Ad- 
dress does not seem to be very soothing. TiKMe 
who are servants, in name, as well as in effect, do 
not like to be told of their situation, their dntyy and 
their obligations. The slave, in the old play, lells 
his master, Hisc commemoratio eat quasi esprobratio. 
It is not pleasant as compliment ; it is not whole- 
Some as instruction. After all, if the king were to 
bring himself to echo this new kind of address, t<y 
addpt it in terms, and even to take the appellation 
of servant of the people as his royal style, how 
either he or we should be much mended by it, I 
capnot imagine. 1 have seen very assuming letters,, 
signed, your most obedient humble s^rvant« The 
proudest domination that ever was endured on 
earth took a title of still greater humility than that 
which is now proposed for sovereigns by the apostle 
of liberty. Kings and nations were trampled upon 
by the foot of one calling himself *' the Servant of 
Servants ;" and mandates for deposing sovereigns 
were sealed with the signet of ^* the Fisher- 
man." 

I should have considered all this as no more than 
a sort of flippant vain discourse, in which, as in at 
unsavory fame, several persons suffer the spirit o 
Uberty to evaporate, if it were not plainly in snj: 
port of the idea, and a part of the scheme i 
'* cashiering kings for mis<x)nduct." In that lig* 
it is worth some observation. 

Kings, in one sensCj^ are undoubtedly the » 
vauts of the people, because their power has 
oilier rational end than that of the general adv 
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U^; but it is not true that they are, in the ordi- 
nary sense, by our constitution at least, any thing 
like servants ; the essence of whose situation is to 
obey the commands of some other, and to be re- 
moveable at pleasure. But the king of Great Bri- 
ton obeys no other person ; all other person:^ are 
individually, and coUectiyely too, under him, and' 
owe to him a legal obedience. The law, which 
knows neither to flatter nor to insult, calls this 
high magistrate, not our servant, as this humble 
dinne calls him, but " our sovereign lord the 
king ;" and we, on our parts, have learned to speak 
only the primitiye language of the law, and not the 
confused jargon of their Babylonian pulpits. 

As he is not to obey us, but as we are to obey 
the law iti him, our constitution has made no sort' 
of provision /towards rendering him, as a servant^ 
in any degree responsible. Our constitution knows 
nothing of a magistrate like the Jtuticia of Arragon ; 
nor of any court legally appointed, nor of any pro- 
cess legally settled for 'submitting the king' to the 
responsibility belonging to all servants. In this he 
is not distinguished from the commons and the 
lords ; who, in their several public capacities, can 
never be called to an account for their conduct ; 
although the Revolution Society chooses to assert, 
in direct opposition to one of the wisest and most 
beautiful parts of our constitution, that ** a king is 
DO more than the first sei*vant of the public, cre- 
ated by it, and responsible to it.'* 

Ill would our ancestors at the revolution have 
deserved their fame for wisdom, if they had found 
no security for their freedom, but in rendering 
their government feeble in its operations, and pre* 
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carious in its tenure; if tbey had been able to con* 
trive no better remedy against arbitrary power, 
than civil confusion. Let these gentlemen stata 
who that representative public is to whom they* 
will affirm the king, as a servant, to be responnbla. 
It will be then time enough for me to produce to 
them the positive statute law which affinns that he 
is not. 

The ceremony of cashiering kings, of which 
these gentlemen talk so much at their eaae^ can. 
rarely, if ever, be performed without fbrce. U 
then becomes a case of war, and not of constitu- 
tion. Laws are commanded to hold their tonguet 
iunongst arms ; and tribunals fall to the gronnd 
with the peace they are no longer able to uphold. 
The revolution of 1688 was obtained by a just war^ 
in the only case in which any war, and much more 
a dvil war, can be just. Justa beila quibus necti-' 
«arta. The question of dethroning, or, if these 
gentlemen like the phrase better, '* cashiering 
kings," will always be, as it has always been, an 
extraordinaiy question of state, and wholly oot of 
the law; a question (like all other questions of 
state) of dispositions, and of means, and of pnK« 
bable consequences, rather than of positive rights* 
As it was not made for common abuses, so it is not 
to be agitated by common minds. The superlative 
tine of demarcation, where obedience ought to end 
and resistance must begin, is faint, obscure, and 
not easily definable. It is not a single act> or a 
single event, which determines it. Governments 
must be abused and deranged indeed, before it can 
be thonght of; and the prospect of the fnture most 
be a» bad as the experience of the past. When 
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Uilogs are in that lamentable condition, the nature 
of the disease is to indicate the remedy to those 
whom nature has qualified to administer in eztre- 
nhies this critical, ambignous, bitter portion to a 
(fittempered state. Times and occasions, and pro* 
vocations, will teach their own lessons. — ^The wise 
will determine from the gravity of the case; the 
irritable from sensibility to oppression ; the high* 
Blinded from disdain and indignation at abosire 
power in unworthy hands ; the brave and bM from 
the love of honourable danger in a generous cause : 
but, with or without right, a revolution will be the 
very last resource of the thinking and the good. 

Hie third head of right, asserted by the pulpit of 
the Old Jewry, namely, the ** right to form a go- 
lemaient for ourselves," has, at least, as little 
eiNUitenance from any thing done at the revolution, 
either in precedent or priuciple, as the two first of 
tMr claims. The revolution was made to preserve 
BVr ancient indisputable laws and liberties, and 
that ancient constitution of government which Is 
onr only security for law and liberty. If yon are 
derirous of knowing the spirit of our constitution, 
and the policy which predominated in that great 
period which has secured it to this hour, pray look 
for both in our histories, in our records, in our acts 
of parliament, and journals of parliament, and not 
la the sermons of the Old Jewry, and the after- 
(Hnner toasts of the Revolution Society. — In the 
fbrmer yon will find other ideas and another Ian* 
gsage. Such a claim is as ill-suited to our temper 
and wishes, as it is unsupported by any appearance 
of authority. The very idea of the fabrication of a 
aew gbvemment is enough to fill us with diagvst 
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and horror. We wished at the period of the rev( 
Intiou, and do now wish^ to derive all we posse 
as an inheritance from our forefathers. Upon th 
body and stock of inheritance we have taken ca 
not to inoculate any scion alien to the nature of tl 
original plant. All the reformations we ha^ 
hitherto made, have proceeded upon the princip 
of reference to antiquity : and I hope, nay, I a 
persuaded, that all those which possibly may I 
made hereafter, will be carefully formed upon an 
logical precedent, authority, and example. 

.Our oldest reformation is that of Magna Chart 
You will see that sir £d ward Coke, that great orac 
of our law, and, indeed, all the great men who fc 
low him, to Blackstone,* are industrious to pro 
the pedigree of our liberties. They endeavour 
prove, that the ancient charter, the Magna Char 
of king John, was connected with another pbsiti 
chaiter from Henry I. ; and that both the one ai 
the other were nothing more than a re-affirmaQ 
of the still more ancient standing law of the kin 
dom. In the matter of fact, for the greater pai 
these authors appear to be in the right; perha 
not always : but if the lawyers mistake in some ps 
ticulars, it proves my position still the more stron 
ly^ because it demonstrates the powerful prepo88< 
sion towards antiquity, with which the minds 
^all our lawyers and legislators, and of all the peo( 
whom they wish to influence, have been alwa 
filled, and the stationary policy of this kingdom 
considering their most sacred rights and franchis 
as an inheritance. 



' See BJackftone*! Magna Charta, printed at Oxford, IV 



BU&KB'S REFLECTIONS. 45 

I the famous law of the 3d of Charles I. called 
Petition of Right, the parliament says to .the 
'„ ** Your subjects have inherited this freedom," 
ning their franchises, not on abstract principles 

the rights of men," but as the rights of Eng- ^ 
nen^ and as a patrimony derired from their 
fothers. Selden, and the other profoundly 
ned men, who drew this Petition of Right, were 
reM acquainted, at least, with all the general 
♦ries, concerning the " rights of men," as any 
he discoursers in our pulpits or on your tri- 
;; .full as well as Dr. Trice or as the Abb^ 
IS. But, for reasons worthy of that practical 
lorn which superseded their theoretic science, 

preferred this positive, recorded, hereditary 
to all which can be dear to the man and the 
en, to that vague speculative right, which ex- 
<d their sure inheritance to be scrambled for 
torn to pieces by every wild litigious spirit. 
lie same policy pervades all the laws which have 
I been made for the preservation of our liber- 
In the 1st of William and Mary, in the fa- 
;8 statute called the Declaration of Right, the 
houses utter not a syllable of " a right to frame 
vemment for themselves." You will see, that 
r whole care was to secure the religion, laws, 
liberties that had long been possessed, and had 
I lately endangered. ** liking* into their 
t serious consideration the best means for 
:iDg such an establishment, that their religion', 
ly and liberties might not be in danger of being 
in snbrerted/' they auspicate all tfieir proceed- 

• IW.andM. 
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ings, by stating as some of those best means^ ** io 
the first place," to do ** as their ancestors in like 
cases have usually done for vindicating their aodent 
rights and liberties^ to declare;"-- and'then ihtj 
pray the king and queen, *' that it may be declared 
and enacted, that all and singnlar the rights and U- 
berties asserted and declared, are the true andeiit 
and indubitable rights and liberties of the people oi 
this kingdom." 

Yon will observe, that from 3fagna Charta to the 
Declaration of Right, it has been the uniform pdicy 
of our constitution to claim and assert our libertieii 
as ao entailed inheritance derived to us fromou 
fore&thers, and to be transmitted to our posterity] 
as an estate specially belonging to the people of thk 
kingdom, without any reference whatever to ttq 
other more general or prior right. By this meaai 
our constitution preserves an unity in so great a A 
versity of its parts. We have an inheritable crowB 
an inheritable peerage ; and a house of comfl9Qi 
and a people inheriting privileges, franchiset^ay 
liberties, from a long line of ancestors. 

This policy appears to me to be the result of p 
found reflection ; or rather the happy effect of 
lowing nature, which is wisdom without reflect 
and i^ve it. A spirit of innovation is gene 
the result of a selfish temper and confined V 
Pieople will not look forward to posterity 
never look backward to their ancestors. Be 
the people of England well know, that the i 
inheritance furnishes a sure principle of cor 
tion, and a sure principle of transmission ; i 
at idl excluding a principle of improvem* 
leaves acquisitimi fr^ ; but it secures wb 
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^ quires. Whatever advantages are obtained by a 
state proceeding on these maxims^ are locked fast 

I as in a sort of family settlement ; grasped as in a 

I- kind of mortmain for ever. By a constitational 
p(dicyy working after the pattern of nature, we re- 
ceive, we hold, we transmit our government and' 
oar priiileges, in the same manner in which we en- 
joy and transmit our property and our lives. The 

\ institutions of policy, the goods of fortune, the gifts ' 
of Providence, are handed down to us and from ii8» 
in the same course and order. Our political sy* 
stem is placed in a just correspondence and symme« 
try with the order of the world, and with the mode 
of existence decreed to a permanent body composed 
of transitory parts ; wherein, by the disposition of 
a stupendous wisdom, moulding together the greal 

i mysterious incorporation of the human race> the 
whole, at one time, is never old, or middle-aged, or 
yooBg ; but, in a condition of unchangeable eon- 
staocy, moves on through the varied tenor of per- 

j petnal deacy, fall, renovation, and progression^— 

f Thus, by preserving the method of nature in the 
conduct of the state, in what we improve we are 
never wholly new ; in what we retain we are never 
wholly obsolete. By adhering in this manner and 

' on thoee principles to our fore&thers, we i^^ 
guided, not by the superstition of antiquarians, but 
by the spirit of philosophic analogy. In this chMce 
of inheritance we have given to our frame of policy 
the image of arelaUon in bloody binding up the 
constitation of our country mth our dearest domes* 
tic ties ; adopting our fundamental laws into the 
bosom of family afifections; keeping inseparable, 

* «nd cherishing with the warmth of all their com- 
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bincd and mutually reflected charities, our stat€| 
our hearths, our sepulchres, and our altars. 

Through the same plan of a conformity to naton 
in our artificial institutions, and by calling in the 
aid of her unerring and powerful instincts, to fori 
tify the fallible and feeble contrivances of our reft< 
son, we hare derived several other, and those IM 
small benefits, from considering our liberties in tb< 
. light of an inheritance. Always acting as if in the 
presence of canonised forefathers, the spirit oj 
freedom, leading in itself to misrule and excess, h 
tempered with an awful gravity. This idea of i 
liberal descent inspires us with a sense of habitna 
native dignity, which prevents that upstart intOi 
lence alniost inevitably adhering to and disgradii( 
those who are the first acquirers of any distinction 
By this means our liberty becomes a noble freedOB 
It carries an imposing and majestic aspect. It bai 
a pedigree and illustrating ancestors. It has iti 
bearings and its ensigns armorial. It has its gal 
lery of portraits, its monumental inscriptions, iti 
records, evidences, and titles. We procure revs' 
fence to our civil institutions on the principle upoi 
which nature teaches us to revere individual men, 
on account of their age, and on account of thoM 
from whom they are descended. All your sophi» 
ters cannot produce any thing better adapted U 
preserve a rational and manly freedom than tlu 
course that we have pursued, who have chosei 
onr nature rather than our speculations, our breaiti 
rather than our inventions, for the great conser 
vatories and magazines of our rights and ^nA- 
leges* 

Yoa ndgfat, if you pleased, have profited of ow 
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example, and have given to your recovered freedom 
a correspondent dignity. Your privileges, though 
discontinued, were not lost to memory. Your con- 
8ti.tntioD, it is true, whilst you were out of posses* 
fliooy sufiered waste and dilapidation ; but you pos* 
loned in some parts the walb, and in all the fouu- 
dadoD of a noble and venerable castle. You might 
have repaired those walls ; you might have built on 
those old fonndations. - Your constitution was sus- 
pended before it was perfected ; but you had the 
elements of a constitution very nearly as good as 
eoukl be wished. In your old states you possessed 
that variety of parts corresponding with the various 
descriptions of which your community was happily 
composed; you had all that combination and all 
that opposition of interests, you had that action and 
eonnteraction which, in the natural and in the poli- 
tical world, from the reciprocal struggle of discord- 
ant powers, draws out the harmony of the uni- 
verse. These opposed and conflicting interests^ 
which you considered as so great a blemish in your 
old and ip our present constitution, interpose a sa^ 
Intary cbecic to all precipitate resolutions; they 
mider deliberation a matter not of choice, but of 
necessity ; they make all change a subject of com- 
promise, which naturally begets moderation ; they 
produce temperaments, preventing the sore evil of 
htrsb, crude, unqualified reformations; and ren- 
dering all the headlong exertions of arbitrary power^ 
in the few or in the many, for ever impracticable. 
Throogh that diversity of members and interests^ 
general liberty had as many securities as there 
were separate riews in the several orders ; whilst, 
by pressing down the whole by the weight of a real- 
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had been unfavourable to you, but that you were 
not enslaved through any illiberal or servile dispo- 
iHtioo ; that in your most devoted submission^ you 
were actuated by a principle of public spirit, and 
that it wfft your country you worshipped in the 
person of your king N Had you made it to be un- 
derstood, that in the delusion of this amiable error 
you had gone farther than your wise aucestort f 
that yon were resolved to resume your ancient pri- 
vileges, whilst you preserved the spirit of your an- 
cient and your recent loyalty and honour ; or, if 
diffident of yourselves, and not clearly discerning 
the almost obliterated constitution of your ances- 
tors, you had looked to your neighbours in this land, 
who had kept alive the ancient principles and mo-i 
dels of the old common law of Europe, meliorated 
and adapted to its present state ; by following wise 
esBmples, you would have given new examples of 
wisdom to the world. You would have rendered 
the cause of liberty venerable in the eyes of every 
worthy mind in every nation. You would have 
shamed despotism from the earth, by showing that 
freed<ttii was not otfly irreconcileable, but as, when 
well disciplhied it is, auxiliary to law. Yon 
would have had an unoppressed but a productive 
revenae. You would have bad a flourishing com- 
neroe to feed it. You would have had a free eon- 
stitutioq; a potent monarchy ; a disciplined. army; 
a reformed and venerated clergy ; a mitigated but 
s|rfrited nobility, to lead your virtue, not to overlay 
it ; yon would have had a liberal order of commons, 
to emulate and recruit that nobility; you would 
ha?e bad a protected, satisfied, laborious, and obe- 
dient people, taught to seek and to recognize the 
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happiness that is to be found by virtue in all condi- 
tions ; in which consists the true moral equality of 
mankind, and not in that monstrous fiction which* 
by inspiring false ideas and rain expectationslnto 
men destined to travel in the obscure walk of labo- 
rious life, serves only to aggravate- and embitter 
that real inequality, which it never can remove, 
and which the order of civil life establishes as much 
for the benefit of those whom it must leave in an 
humble state, as those whom it is able to exalt to a 
condition more splendid, but not more happy. ' You 
had a smooth and easy career of felicity and glory 
Idd open to you, beyond any thing recorded in the 
history of the world ; but you have shown that dif- 
ficulty is good for man. 

G>mpute your gains : see what is got by those 
extravagant and presumptuous speculations which 
have taught your leaders to despise all their prede- 
cessors and all their contemporaries, and even to 
despise themselves, until the moment in which 
they became truly despicable. By following those 
false lights, France has bought undisguised calami- 
ties at a higher price than any nation has pur- 
dms«d the most unequivocal blessings ! France has 
bought poverty by crime! France has not sacri- 
ficed her virtue to her interest, but she has aban- 
doned her interest that she might prostitute her 
virtue. All other nations have begun the fabric of 
a new govei-nment, or the reformation of an old, 
by establishing originally, or by enforcing with 
greater exactness, some rites or other of religion. 
All other people have laid the foundations of civil 
freedom in severer manners, and a system of a more 
austere and masculine morality. France, when she 
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let loose the reins of regal authority, doubled the 
licence of a ferocious dissoluteness in manners, and 
of an insolent irreligion in opinions and practices ; 
and has extended through all ranks of life, as if she 
were conuuunicating some privilege, or laying open 
some secluded benefit, all the unhappy corruptionB 
that usually were the disease of wealth and power. 
This is one of the new principles of equajity iu 
France. 

France, by the. perfidy of her leaders, has utterly 
disgraced the tone of lenient council iit the cabinets 
of princes, and disarmed it of its most potent to-, 
pics. She has sanctified the dark suspicious 
maxims of tyrannous distrust ; and taught kings to 
tremble at (what will hereafter be called) the delu- 
sive plausibilities of moral politicians. Sovereigns 
will consider those who advise them to place an 
unlimited tonfideuce in their people, as subverters 
of their thrones ; as traitors who aim at their de- 
struction, by leading their easy good-nature, under 
specious pretences, to admit combinations of bold 
and faithless men into a participation of their 
power. This alone, if there were nothing else, is 
an irreparable calamity to you and to mankind. 
Remember that your parliament of Paris told your 
king, that in calling the states together, he had no- 
thing to fear but the prodigal excess of their zqal in 
providing for the support of the throne. It is right 
that these men should hide their heads. It is rig^bt 
that they should bear their part iu the ruin which 
their counsel has brought on their sovereign and 
their country. Such sanguine declarations tend to 
lull authority to sleep ; to encourage it rashly to 
engage in perilous adventures of untried policy ; to 
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neglect those provisions, preparations, and precao 
tioos, which distiugaish benevolence from imbeci 
Uty; and without which no man can answer fbi 
the salutary eflfect of any abstract plan of gover» 
meat or of freedom. For want of these, they htm 
leen the medicine of the state corrupted into It) 
poison } they have seen the French rebel against i 
mild and lawful monarch, with more fury, outrage 
and insult, than ever any people has been knowi 
to rise against the mosf illegal usurper, or the mos 
sanguinary tyrant. Their resistance was made U 
concession ; their revolt was from protection ; thei; 
i^w was aimed at a hand holding out i^races, fa- 
vours, and immunities. 

This was unnatural. The rest is in order. The] 
have found their punishment in their success. Lawi 
overturned; tribunals subverted; industry withou 
vigour; commerce ei^piring; the revenue unpaid 
yet the people impoverished; a church pillaged 
and a state not relieved ; civil and military anarch] 
made the constitution of the kingdom ; every thin| 
human and divine sacrificed to the idol of pubtk 
credit, and national bankruptcy the consequence i 
and, to crown all, the paper securities of new, pre- 
carious, tottering power, the discredited paper le 
curities of impoverished fraud and beggared rapine 
held out as a currency for the support of an empin 
in lieu of the two great recognized species that r 
present the lasting conventional credit of mankin 
wliich disappeared and hid themselves In the eai 
At>m whence they came, when the principle of p 
perty, whose creatures and representatives they t 
was systematically subverted. 

IVere aU these dreadful things necessary? ^ 
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tfiey.the inevitable results of the desperate struggle 
of determined patriots, compelled to wade through 
blood and tumult, to the quiet shore of a tranquil 
and prosperous liberty ? No! nothing like it. The 
fresh nuns of France, which shock our feelings 
wherever we can turn our eyes, are not the deraa* 
tation of civil war ; they are the sad, but instruct'^ 
ive monuments of rash and ignorant counsel io 
time of profound peace. They are the display of 
inconsiderate and presumptuous, because unresisted 
and irresistible authority. The persons who have 
thus squandered away the precious treasure of their 
crimes ; the persons who have madQ this prodigal 
and wild waste of public evils, (the last stake re« 
served for the ultimate ransom of the state,) have 
met in their progress with little, or rather with no 
Opposition at aU. Their whoie march was more 
like a triumphal procession than the progress of a 
war. Their pioneers have gone before them, HDd 
demolished and laid every thing level at their feet. 
Not one drop of their blood have they shed in the 
cause of the country they have ruined. They have 
made no sacrifices to their projects of greater con- 
sequence than their shoe-buckles, whilst they were 
imprisoning their king, murdering their fellow- 
citizens, and bathing in tears, and plunging in po- 
verty and distress, thousands of worthy men and 
worthy families. Their cruelty has not even been 
the base result of fear. It has been the effect of 
their isense of perfect* safety, in authorizing trea- 
sons, robberies, rapes, assassinations, slaughters, 
and burnings throughout thdr harassed land. But 
the cause of all was plain from the beginning. 
This unforced choice, this fond election of evil. 
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would appear perfectly unaccouDtable, if we did not 
consider the composition of the National Assembly ; 
I do not mean its formal constitation, which/ as it 
now stands, is exceptionable enough, but the nuu 
terials of which, in a great measure, it is composedi 
which is of ten thousand times greater consequence 
than all the formalities in the world. If we were 
to know nothing of this assembly but by its title and 
function, no colours could paint to the imagination 
any thing more venerable. In that light the mind, 
of an inquirer, subdued by such an awful image as 
that of the virtue and wisdom of a whole people 
collected into a focus, would pause and hesitate in 
condemning things even of the very worst aspect. 
Instead of blameable, they would appear only my- 
sterious. But no name, no power, no function, no 
artificial institution whatsoever, can make the men 
of whom any system of authoiity is composed, any 
other than God, and nature, and education, and 
their habits of life have made them. Capacities 
beyond these the people have not to give. Virtue 
and wisdom may be the objects of their choice; 
but their choice confers neither the one nor the 
other on those upon whom they lay their ordaining 
hands. They have not the engagement of nature, 
they l^ve not the promise of revelation, for any such 
powers. 

After I had read over the list of the persons and 
descriptions elected into the tiers etat, nothing 
which they afterwards did could appear astonishing. 
Among them, indeed, 1 saw some of known rank; 
some of shining talents ; but of any practical expe- 
rience in the state, not one man was to be found. 
The best were only men of theory. But whatever 
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the distinguished few may have been, it is the sub- 
stance and mass of the body which constitutes its 
character, and must finally determine its direction. 
Id all bodies, those who will lead, must ahso, in a 
considerable degree, follow. They must conform 
their propositions to the taste, talent, and disposU 
tion of those whom they wish to conduct : there- 
fore, if an assembly is viciously or feebly composcfd 
in a very great part of it, nothing but such a sn- 
preme degree of virtue as very rarely appears in the 
world, and for that reason cannot enter into calcd- 
latioD, will prevent the nieu of talents disseminated 
through it from becoming only the expert instru» 
ments of absurd projects ! If, what is the more 
likely event, instead of that unusual degree of vir- 
tue, they should be actuated by sinister ambition 
and a lust of meretricious glory, then the feeble 
part of t,he assembly, to whom at first they confonn, 
becomes, in its turn, the dupe and instrument df 
their designs. In this political traffic the leaders 
will be obliged to bow to the ignorance of their fol- 
lowers^ and the followers to become subservient to 
the worst designs of their leaders. 

To secure any degree of sobriety in the proposi- 
tions made by the leaders in any public assembly, 
they ought to respect, in some degree perhaps to 
fear, those whom they conduct. To be led atiy 
otherwise than blindly, the followers must be qua- 
lified, if not for actors, at least for judges ; th^y 
must also be judges of natural weight and autho- 
rity. Nothing can secure a steady and moderate 
conduct in such assemblies, but that the body of 
them Should be respectably composed, in point of 
condidon in life, of permanent property, of ednca- 

d2 
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^ tioD, and of such habits as enlarge and liberalize 

«the understanding. 

In the calling of the states general of France, the 
first thing which struck me, was a great departnve 
from the ancient course. } fonud the representa- 
tion for the third estate composed of six hnndroj 
persons. They were equal in number to the repre- 
sentatives of both the other orders. If the orders 

. were to act separately, the number would not, be-' 

. yond the consideration of the expemse, be of much 
moment; but when it became apparent that the 
three orders were to be melted down into one, the 

. policy and necessary effect of^this numerous repre^ 
sentation became obvious. A very small desertion 
from either of the other two orders must throw the 
power of both intp the hands of the third. In fact, 

■ the whole power of the state was soon resolved into 
that body. Its due composition became, therefore, 
of infinitely the greater importance. 

Judge, sir, of my surprise, when I found that a 
very great proportion of the assembly (a majority 

, I believe of the members who attended) was com- 
posed of practitionei's in the law. It was composed, 

.not of distinguished magistrates, who had giveu 
pledges to their country of their science, prudence, 

. aud integrity ; not of leading advocates, the glory 
of the bar; not of renowned professors in univer- 
sities ; but, for the far greater part, f^ it must in' 
such a number, of the inferior, unlearned, ntechS' 

. nical, merely instrumental members of the profes- 
sion. There were distinguished exceptipUfl; but 
the general composition was of obscure provincial 
.advocates, of stewards of petty local jurisdictions, 
country attomies, notaries, and the whole tnUn. af 
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the ministers of municipal litigation, tlie fomenteni . 
and condactors of Clie petty war of v^illage vexation. 
From the moment I read the list, I saw distinctly^ 
and very nearly as it has happened, all that was to i 
follow. 

The degree of estimaUon in which any professkm 
is held becomes the standard of tlie estimation in 
vyhich the professors hold themselves. Whatever 
the personal merits of many individual lawyers 
might have heen, and in ^ many it was undoubtedly 
very considerable, in that military kingdom, no 
part of the profession had been much regarded, ez« • 
cept the highest of all, who often united to their i 
professional offices great family splendour, and were • 
invested with great power and authority. These: 
certainly were highly respected, and even i^th no 
small degree of awe. The next rank was not much 
esteemed ; the mechanical part was in a very low 
degree of repute. 

Whenever the tinpreme authority is invested in • 
a body so composed, it must evidently produce the : 
consequences of supreme authority placed in the 
hands of men not taught liabitually to respect them- > 
selves ; who had no previous fortune in character 
at stake ; who could not be expected to bear with i 
moderation, or to conduct with discretion, a* 
power which they themselves, more than any 
others, mast be surprised to find in their hands, r 
Who could flatter himself that these men, suddenly, > 
and, as it were, by enchantment, snatched from the; 
humblest rank of subordination, would not be in*.: 
toxicated ivith- their unprepared greatness? Who 
could conceive, that men who are habitually ined« 
dling, daringySnbtle, active, of litigious dispositions; 
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and unquiet minds, would easily fall baci 
(dd condition of obscure contention, au^ 
Iqw, unprofitable chicane ? Who coulii 
tk9l, at any expense to the state, of y 
understood nothing, they must pursue ti 
interests, which they understood but toi 
was not an event depending on chance 
gency : it was inevitable ; it was nccesw 
planted in the nature of things. They n 
their capacity did not petmit them to U 
prq)ect which could procure to them 
constitution ; which could lay open to i 
innumerable lucrative jobs which follow i 
of all great convulsions and revolutions i 
and particularly in all great and violei 
tions of property. Was it to be expect* 
would attend to the stability of property 
istence had always depended upon wJ 
dered property questionable, ambiguo 
cure ? Their objects would be enlarge 
elevation, but their disposition and 
mode of accomplishing their designs, 
the same. 

Well ! but these men were to be 
restrained by other descriptions, r 
minds, and more enlarged undei-sta 
they then to be awed by the supen 
rity and awful dignity of a hand 
downs who have seats in that as; 
whom are sidd not to be able to 
and by not a greater number of trad' 
aomewhat more instructed, and n 
in the order of society, had never 
b^aad their counting-house? 
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criptioDS were more formed to be overborne and 
.yed by the intrigues and artifices of lawyers, 
a -to become their counterpoise. With such a 
gerous disproportion, the whole mcst needs be 
srned by them. To the faculty of law was joined 
'etiy considerable proportion of the faculty oC 
licine. This faculty Jiad not, any more than 
:ef the law, possessed in France its just estima- 
Its professors, therefore, must have the 
lity of men not habituated to sentiments of 
lity. But supposing they had ranked as they 
li( to do, and as with us they do actually, the 
B of sicls beds are not the academies for forming 
esmen and legislators. Then came the dealers 
locks and funds, who must be eager, at any ex* 
le, to change their ideal paper wealth for the 
e solid substance of laud. To these were joined 
1 of other descriptions, from« whom as little 
wledge of, or attention to the interests of a 
it state, .was to be expected, and as little regard 
fie stability of any institution ; men formed to be 
raments, not controls. Such, in general, was 
composition of the tiers etat in the National 
smbly } in which was scarcely to be perceived 
slightest traces of what we call the natural 
ed interest of the country. 
^e know that the British house of commons, 
tout shutting its doors to any merit in any class, 
»y the sure operation of adequate causes, filled 
1 eTery thing illastrious in rank, in descent, in 
iditary and in acquired opulence, in cultivated 
Its, in military, dvil, naval, and politic distinc- 
, that the country can afford. But supposing, 
t hardly can be supposed as a case, that the 
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honse of commons should be composed in the sai 
manner with the tiers etat in France, would tl 
dominion of chicane be borne with patience, or ev 
conceived mthout horror? God forbid I shol 
insinuate any thing derogatory to that profesHk 
which is another priesthood, administering the ri 
of sacred justice. But whilst I revere men in I 
functions which belong to them, and would do, 
much as one man can do, to prevent their cxclniri 
from any, I cannot, to flatter them, give the 
to nature. They are good and useful in the com] 
sitioh ; they must be mischievous if they prepom 
derate so as virtually to become the whole. Tb 
very excellence in their peculiar functions may 
far from a qualification for others. It cannot esci 
observation, that when men are too much confii 
to professional and faculty habits, and, as it we 
inveterate in the recurrent employment of tl 
narrow circle, they are rather disabled than qi 
lifted for whatever depends on the knowledge 
mankind, on experience in mixed affairs, on a cc 
prehensive connected view of the various com] 
cated external and internal interests which go 
the formation of that multifarious thing caller 
state. 

After all, if the house of commons were to hi 
a wholly profession^ and faculty compositi 
what is the power of the house of commons, i 
cnmscribed and shut in by the immoveable barri 
of laws, usages, positive rules of doctrine and pr 
tice, counterpoised by the house of lords, and ev 
moment of its existence at the discretion of 
crown to continue, prorogue, or dissolve us ? *] 
power of the house of commons, direct or indin 
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. is indeed great ; and long may it be able to preserve 
its< greatness, and the spirit belonging to trae great- 
ness, at the full ; , and it will do so, as long as it 
can keep the breakers of law in India from becomtng 
the makers of law for England. The power, how- 
ever, of the house of commons, when least dimi- 
nished, is as a drop of water in the ocean, com- 
pared to that residing in a settled majority of your 
National Assembly. That assembly, since the de- 
struction of the orders, has no fundamental law, no 
strict convention, no respected usage to restrain it. 
Instead of finding themselves obliged to conform to 
a fixed constitution, they have a power to make a 
constitution which shall conform to their designs. 
Nothing in heaven or upon earth can serve as a 
control on them. What ought to be the heads, the 
hearts, the dispositions, that are qualified, or that 
dare, not only to make laws under a fixed constitu- 
tion, but at one heat to strike out a totally new con- 
stitution for a great kingdom, and in every part of 
it, from the monarch on the throne to the vestry of 
a parish ? But — '' fools rush in where angels fear 
to tread." In such a state of unbounded power, 
for undefined and undefinable purposes, the evil of 
a moral and almost physical inaptitude of the man 
to the function must be the greatest we can con* 
ceive to happen in the management of human 
afl^irS. 

Having considered the composition of the third 
estate as it stood in its original frame, T took a view 
of the representatives of the clergy. There too it 
appeared, that full as little regard was had to the 
general security of property, or to the aptitude of 
the deputies for their public purposes^ in the prin- 
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ciples of their election. That election was so con- 
trived as to send a very large proportion of mere 
country curates to the great and arduous work of 
new- modelling a state ; men who had never seen 
the state so much as in a picture ; men who knew 
nothmg of the world beyond the bounds of an ob- 
scure village ; who, immersed in hopeless poverty, 
could regard all property, whether secular or eccle- 
siastical, with no other eye than that of envy ; 
among whom must be many, who, for the smallest 
hope of the meanest dividend in plunder, would 
readily join in any attempts upon a body of weaU)i, 
in which they could hardly look to have any share, 
except in a general scramble. Instead of balancing 
the power of the active chicaners in the other as- 
sembly, these curates must necessarily become the 
active coadjutors, or at best the passive instruments 
of those with whom they had been habitually 
guided in their petty village concerns. They t6o 
could hardly be the most conscientious of their 
kind, who, presuming upon their incompetent un- 
derstanding, could intrigue for a trust which led 
them from their natural relation to their flocks, 
and their natural spheres of action, to undertake 
the regeneration of kingdoms. This prepon- 
derating weight being added to the force of the 
hody chicane in the tiers etat, completed that mo- 
merUum of ignorance, rashness, presumption, and 
lust of plunder, which nothing has been able to 
resist. 

To observing men it must have appeared from 
the beginning, that the ms^ority of the third estate, 
in conjunction with such a deputation from the 
clergy as I have described, whilst it pursued the 
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straction of the nobility, would inevitably be- 
ime sabservicut to the worst designs of indivl- 
lals in tliat clasH. In the spoil and humiliation 
their own order these individuals would possess 
rare fund for the pay of their new. followers, 'lb 
aander awayHhe objects which made the happi- 
in of their fellows, would be to them no sacrifiice 
all. Turbulent, discontented men of quality, m 
'oportion as they are puffed up with personal 
ide and arrogance, generally despise their own 
•der. One of the first symptoms they discover of 
selfish and' mischievous ambition, is a profligate 
sregard of a dignity which they partake with 
hers. To be attached to the subdivision, to love 
»e little platoon we belong to in society, is the 
"St principle (the germ as it were) of public affec- 
3ns. It is the first link in the series by which we 
Yiceed towards a love to our country and to mau- 
nd. The interests of that portion of social ar- 
ingement is a trust in the hands of all those who 
impose it ; and as none but bad men would justify 
ID abuse, none but traitors would barter it away 
r their own personal advantage. 
There were, in the time of our civil troubles in 
Inland, (I do not know whether you have any 
ch in your assembly in France,) several persons, 
ce the then earl of Holland, who, by themselves 
' their families, had brought an odium on the 
roue, by the prodigal dispensation of its bountieH 
wards them, who afterwards joined in the rebel- 
ins arising from the discontents of which they 
sre themselves the cause; men who helped to 
bvert that throne to which they owed, some of 
em their existence, others all that power whkh 
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they employed to ruin tlieir benefactor. If a 
bounds are set to the rapacious demands of tl 
sort of people, or that others are permitted to pi 
take in the objects they would engrdss, revenge a 
envy soon fill up the craving void that b left 
their avarice. Confounded by the complication 
distempered passions, their reason is distnrbe 
their views become vast and perplexed ; to oth< 
inexplicable ; to themselves uncertain. They fii 
on all sides, bounds to their unprincipled ambit! 
in any fixed order of things. But in the fog a 
haze of confusion all is enlarged, and appears wii 
out any limit. 

When men of rank sacrifice all ideas of dign 
to an ambition without a distinct object, and wc 
with low instruments and for low ends, the wh 
«omposition becomes low and base. Does i 
something like this now appear in France ? I>oei 
not produce something ignoble and inglorious i 
kind of meanness in all the prevalent policy,' 
tendency in all that is done to lower, along w 
individuals, all the .dignity and importance of t 
state ? Other revolutions have been conducted 
persotis, who, whilst they attempted or effec 
changes in tne commonwealth, sanctified their a 
bition by advancing the dignity of the people wh< 
peace they troubled. They had long views. Tl 
aimed at the rule, not at the destruction of th 
country. They were men of great civil and gr 
military talents, and if the terror, the ornament 
their age. They were not like Jew brokers, C( 
tending with each other who could best reme 
with fraudulent circulation and depreciated pap 
Ibe wretchedness and ruin brought on their coun 
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leir degenerate councils. The compliment 
to one of the great bad men of the old stamp 
Qwell) by his kinsman, a favonrite poet of that 
shows what it was he proposed, and wiiat 
1 to a great degree he accomplished in tbt 
M of his ambition : 

M you rise, the $iate, exalted too. 
Is DO distemper whilst 'tis changed by you j 
nged like the world's great scene, -when without noiie 
rlaini; sun night* s vulgar l^ts destroys. 

ese disturbers were not so much like men 
ing iK)wer, as asserting their natural place in 
y. Their rising was to illuminate and beautify 
orld. Their conquest over their competitors 
)y outshining them. Tlie hand that, like a 
lying angel, smote the conntry, communicated 
:he force and energy under which it suffered, 
not say (God forbid) I do not say, that the 
!S Qf such men were to be taken as a balance 
eir crimes ; but they were some corrective to 
effects. Such was, as I said, oor Cromwell, 
were your whole race of Gnises, Cond6i, and 
lis. Such the Richelieu8,who, in more qniet 
, acted in the spirit of a civil war. Such, as 
* men, and in a less dubious cause, were yonr 
f the Fourth and your Sully, though nursed In 
confusions, and not wholly without some of 
tidnt. It is a thing to be wondered at, to see 
"ery soon France, when she had a moment to 
e, recovered and emerged from the longest 
lost dreadful civif war that ever was knoM^ 
f nation. Why ? Because, among all their 
eres> they had not slain the nUnd in their 
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country, A conscious dignity, a noble pride, a ge- 
nerous sense of glory and emulation, was not ex- 
tinguished. On the contrary, it was kindled and 
inflamed. The organs also of the state, however 
shattered, existed. All the prizes of honuor and 
virtue, all the rewards, all the distinctions, re- 
mained. But your present confusion, liise a palsy, 
has attacked the fountain of life itself. Every per- 
son in your counti7, in a situation to be actuated 
by a principle of.honour, is disgraced and degraded, 
and can entertain no sensation of life, eifcept in a 
mortified and humiliated indignation. But this 
generation will quickly pass away. The next ge- 
neration of the nobility will resemble the artificers 
and clowns, and money-jobbers, usurers, and Jews, 
who will be always their fellows, sometimes their 
masters. Believe me, sir, those who attempt to 
level, never equalize. In all societies, consisting 
of various descriptions of citizens, some descrip- 
tion must be uppermost. The levellers, therefore, 
only change and pervert the natural order of things ; 
they load the edifice of society, by setting up in the 
air what the solidity of the structure requires to be 
on the ground. The associations of tailors and 
carpenters, of which the republic (of Paris, for in- 
stance) is composed, cannot be equal to the situa- 
tion, into which, by the worst of usurpations, au 
usurpation on the prerogatives of nature, you at- 
tempt to force them. 

The chancellor of France, at the opening of the 
states, said, in a tone of oratorial flourish, that all 
occupations were honourable. If he meant only, 
that no honest employmeut was disgraceful, he 
would not have gone beyond the truth. But in 
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ssertiug, that any thiDg is honourable, we imply 
ome- distiDCtioD in its favour. The occupation of 
hair-dresser, or of a working tallow-chandler, 
tnnotbe a matter of honour to any person, to say 
othing of a number of other more servile employ* 
lents. Such descriptions of men ought not to saf. 
it oppression from the state pbnt the state suifers 
ppression, if such as they, either individually or 
)Uect!vely, are permitted to rule. In this yon 
link yoa are combating prejudice, but you are at 
ar with nature.* 

I do not, ray dear sir, conceive you to be of that 
iphistical captious spirit, or of that uncandid duU 
J88, as to require, for every general observation or 
ntinaent, an explicit detail of all the correctives 
id exceptions, which reason will presume to be 
eluded in all the general propositions which come 
om reasonable men. You do not imagine that I 

» Ecclesiasticus, chap, xxxviii. verses S4, 25. " The ms« 
m of a learned man cometh by opportunity of leisure : 
i Jie that hath little business shall become wise." — " How 
1 he get wisdom that holdeth the plough, and that gloriath 
the goad ; that driveth oxen, and is occupied in their 
ours ; and whose talk is of bullocks ?" 
i^er. 27 • " So every carpenter and work-master, that la- 
iireth night and day," dec. 

Jet. .13. " They shall not be sought for in public coun- 
, nor sit high in the congregation : they shall not sit on 
t Judges seat, nor understand the sentence of judgment : 
y GV^not declare justice and judgment, and they shall 
t be found where parables are spoken." 
iTer. 34. " But they will maintain the state of the world." 
: .do. not determine whether this book be canonical, as the 
liican church, till lately, has considered it, or apocry- 
il, as here it is taken. I am sure it contains a great deal 
lenie and truth. 
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wish to confine power, authority, and distinction 
to bloody and names, and titles. No, sir. There 
is no qualification for government, bnt virtue and 
wisdom, actual or presumptive. Wherever they are 
actually found, they have, id whatever state, con<* 
dition, profession, or trade, the passport of heaven 
to human place and honour. Wo to the country 
which would madly and impiously reject the service 
of the talents and virtues, c)vil, military, or reli« 
gious, that are given to grace and to serve it ; and 
would condemn to obscurity every thing formed to 
diffuse lustre and glory around a state. Wo to 
that country too, that passing into the opposite ex- 
treme, considers a low education, a mean contract- 
ed view of things, a sordid mercenary occupation, 
as a preferable title to command. Evtfry thing 
ought to be opeU') but not indifferently to every 
man. No rotation; no appointment by lot; po 
mode of election operating in the spirit of sortition 
or rotation, can be generally good in a government 
conversant in extensive objects ; because they have 
DO tendency, direct or indirect, to fit the man to 
the duty. I do not hesitate to say, that the road to 
eminence and power from obscure condition, ought 
not to he made too easy, nor a thing too much of 
course. If rare merit be the rarest of all rare 
things, it ought to pass through some sort of pro- 
bation. The temple of honour ought to be seated 
on an eminence. If it be open through virtue, le^ 
it be remembered too, that virtue is never tried but 
by some difficulty and some struggle. 

Nothing is a due and adequate representation oj 
a state, that does not represent its ability as well 
as its ptoperty. But as ability is a vlgonms an^ 
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acti?e principle, and as property is sloggish, inert, 
and timid, it never can be safe from tlie invasion of 
ability, unless it be, oat of all proportion, predomi- 
nant in the representation. It mnst be represented 
too io great masses of accnmnlation, or it is not 
rightly protected. The characteristic essence of 
property, formed oat of the combined prindpks of 
its acqnisition and conservation, is to be unequal. 
The great masses, therefore, which excite envy and 
t6mpt rapacity, mast be pot ont of the possibility of 
danger. Theo they form a natural rampart abont 
the lesser properties in all their gradations. The 
same quantity of property, which is by the natural 
coarse of things dirided among many, has liot the 
same operation. Its defensive power is weakened 
as it is diffused. In this diffusion each man's por<p 
tion is less than what, in the eagerness of his de- 
sires, he may flatter himself to obtain by dissipating 
the accumulations of others. The plunder of the 
few would indeed give but a share inconceivably 
small in the distribution to the many. But the 
maily are not capable of making this calculation ; 
and those who lead them to rapine never intend 
this distribotion. 

The perpetuation of property in onr fcunilies \s 
the most valuable and most interesting circum- 
stance attending it ; that which demonstrates most 
of a benevolent disposition in its owners, and that 
which tends most to the perpetuation of society it- 
self. The possessors of family wealth, and of the 
distinction which attends hereditary possession, as 
most coDcemed in it, are the natural securities for 
this transmission. With us, the house of peers is 
formed apoa this prindple. It is wholly composed 
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of hereditary property and hereditaiy distinction, 
and made therefore the third of the legislature; and 
in the last event, the sole judge of all property in 
all its subdivisions. The house of commons too, 
though not necessarily, yet in fact, is always so 
composed in the far greater part. Let those large 
proprietors be what they will, and they have thdr 
chance of being amongst the best, they are, at the 
veiy worst, the ballast in the vessel of the common- 
wealth. For though hereditary wealth, and the 
rank which goes with it, are too much idolized by 
creeping sycophants, and the blind abject admirers 
of power, tliey are too rashly slighted in shallow 
speculations of the petulant, assuming, short- 
sighted coxcombs of philosophy. Some decent re- 
gulated pre-eminence, some preference (not exclu- 
sive appropriation) given to birth, is neither unna- 
tural, lior unjust, nor impolitic. 

It is said, that twenty-four millions ought to pre- 
▼ail over two hundred thousand. Ti'ue ; if the con- 
stitution of a kingdom be a problem of arithmetic, 
lliis sort of discourse does well enough with the 
lahip-post for its second : to men, who may reason 
calmly, it is ridiculous. Hie will of the many, and 
theij interest, must very often differ ; and .great 
will be the difference when they make an evil choice. 
A government of five hundi-ed country attornies 
and obscure curates is not good for twenty-four 
millions of men, though it were chosen by eight- 
and-forty millions ; nor is it the better for bdog 
guided by a dozen of persons of quality, who have 
betrayed their trust in order to obtain that power. 
At present, you seem in every thing to have straj^ 
'oat oi the high road of nature. The property of 



BURKE'S REFLECTIONS. 73 

Fraooe does not govern it. Of coarse property is 
destroyed, and rational liberty has no existence. 
All you haye got for the present is a paper circula- 
tioD, and a stock -jobbing constitution : and as to 
the fotiire, do yon serionsly think that the territory 
of France, upon the republican system of eighty- 
three independent municipalities, (to say nothing 
of the parts that compose them,) can ever be go- 
venied as one body, or can ever be set in motion by 
the impulse of one mind ? When the National As- 
aembly has completed its work, it will have accom- 
pUsbed its ruin. These commonwealths will not 
bmg bear a state of subjection to the republic of 
Paris. They will not bear that this one body should 
monopolize the captivity of the king, and the domi- 
nioo over the assembly calling itself national. Each 
will keep its own portion of the spoil of the church 
to itself; and it will not suffer either that spoil, or 
the more just fruits of their industry, or the natural 
produce of their soil, to be sent to swell the inso- 
lencse, or pamper the luxury of the mechanics of 
IWs. In this they will see none of the equality, 
mder the pretence of which they have been tempit- 
^to throw off their allegiance to their sovereign, 
as well #s the ancient constitution of their country. 
There can be no capital city in such a constitution 
•tCbey have lately made. They have forgot, that 
when they -framed democratic governments, th^ 
liid f irtuailly dismembered their country. The per- 
ton wliom they persevere in calling king, has not 
power left to him, by the hundredth part, sufficient 
to hcfld together this collection of republics. The 
republic of Paris will endeavour indeed to complete 
the debauchery of the array, and illegally to perpe- 

TOL. I. £ 



74 *UR1 

tnate Ibe assembly, niihoiit resoii to its 
JnentB, a» tbe means <if contiaaing ils del 
It will m^e effurti, b^ becoming the Les 
boandlett paper circulation, to draw ever; I 
llself ; but Id Ttio. All Ibli poller in (be i 
appear aa feeble aa it ii now violenc. 

If thii he your actnid ailnuion, compara 
aituation to which yon were c&il^d, bs it v 
tbe Tolce of God atiil man, 1 cannot tind ii 
beart to congmniUte you on tbe choice j< 
made, or [be snccess which ha) attended yi 
deavonrs. I can as little recommend to an 
Ditliou a coiidDCt gronnded on inch principlr 
productive of each effects. That I must 1 
iJrose who can aec farther into juur nfTairs 
am able to do, and who best know how I 
BCtloni are favourable to their deigns. T 
tlemen of the Berolntion Society, who v 
tKly in their congralolaticns, appear to be i 
of opinion thai there is some scheme of poli 
lattre to tliis counlrj', in which yonr pi-oc 
■nay, in some way, be usefnl. For yonr Di 
who eeesu to bare specnialed bimaclf ioio t. 
degree of ferTor upon tUs sslyect, addrei 
auditory in the foUowing very i-emarkatda 
" I caniiot conclude without recalling paii 
to yonr recollection a coDsideraiion wliich 
mote than once alluded to, and which p 
yoar Ihanghls hare been all along anticipi 
consideration with which my mind is tit 
more tlian 1 can express : I mean tbe coi 
tion of the favonraUenesa of the present t 
all exertions in the cause sf libcity." 

Jt ii plaiD that tbe vApi ot tUa poUtica] ; 
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was 9i the time big with some extraotdinary de- 
ugn ; and it is very probable, that the thoughts of 
tiU andieDce, who understood him better than I 
lo, did all i^ong run before him in his reflectloDi 
lad io thft wUi; txdhk ai eaasequences to which it 

Befoie I read that sermon* I really thovght I had 
lifed in a free country ; and it was an error I che<^ 
labed, because it gave me a greater liking' to the 
xnuitry I lived in. I was indeed aware, that a 
efllons, ever* waking vigilance, to guard the tresL- 
mn ci our liberty, not only from io^'asion, but 
'ram decay and corruption, was our best wisdom 
md oar first duty. However, I considered that 
.reasnre rather as a possession to be secured than 
laa prize to be contended for. I did not discern 
low the present time came to be so very favooraUe 
aU exertions in the cause of freedom. The prer 
iMt time differs from any other only by the drcom- 
itaoce of what is doing in France. If the example 
if that nation is to have an influence on this, I can 
iasily eoncdve why some of their proceedings, 
vhich have an mipleasant aspect, and are not quite 
vooodlealde to humanity, genei-osity, good ^th, 
nd jnstloe, are palliated with so much milky good- 
Mtare towards the actors; and borne with so much 
Mioic fortitude towards the suffierers. It Is cer- 
•ialy not prudent to discredit the aothonty of an 
gounple we mean to follow. But allowing this, we 
ra led to a very natural question : — ^What is that 
•use of liberty, and what are those exertions !u 
ts&vonr, to which the example of France is so 
iogolarly auspicious ? Is our monarchy to be an- 
IfaUated, with all the lawp, all the tribunals, and 
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all the ancient corporations of tlie I^ingdom ? 
every land-mark of the country to be done awj 
farour of a geometrical and arithmetical cons 
tion? Is the house of lords to be voted use] 
Is episcopacy to be abolished? Are the ch 
lands to be sold to Jews and jobbers ; or give 
bribe new-invented -municipal republics into a 
ticipation in sacrilege? Are all the taxes t 
voted grievances, and the revenue reduced to i 
triotic contribution, or patriotic presents? 
silver shoe-buckles to be substituted in the pla 
the land tax and the malt tax, for the suppoi 
the naval strength of this kingdom ? Are al 
ders, ranks, and distinctions to be confounded, 
oat of universal anarchy, joined to national fa 
mptcy, three or four thousand democracies si 
be formed into eighty-three, and that they ma 
by'somesort of unknown attractive power, b 
gauized into one ? For this great end, is the \ 
to be seduced from its discipline and its fid 
first, by every kind of debauchery, and then b 
terrible precedent of a donative in the increa 
pay? Are the curates to be seduced from 
bishops, by holding out to them the delusive 
of a dole out of the spoils of their owuorder ? 
the citizens of London to be drawn from the: 
legiance, by feeding them at the expense of 
fellow- subjects ? Are all the public revenues 1< 
in their city to be put under their administrat 
Is what remsuns of the plundered stock of p 
reveoue to be employed in the wild project of o 
Udning two armies to watch over and to fight 
each other ? If these are the ends and mea: 
the Revolution Sodety, I admit they are 
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adapted to each other; and France niiay faroish 
them for both with precedents in point. 

I see that your example is held out to shame ns. 
I know that we are supposed a dull sluggish race» 
rendered passive by finding our situation tolerable ; 
and prevented by a mediocrity of freedom from ever 
attaining to its full perfection. Your leaders in 
France began by affecting to admire, almost to 
adore, the British constitution ; but as they, ad* 
vauced they came to look upon it with a sovereign 
contempt. The friends of your National Assembly 
amongst us have fuU as mean an opinion of what 
was formerly thought the glory of their country. 
The Revblutiofi Society has discovered that the 

• 

English nation is not free. They are convinced 
that the inequality in our representation is a ** de- 
fect in our constitution so gross and palpable, as to 
make It excellent chiefly in form and theory^''* 
That a representation in the legislature of a king- 
dom is not only the basis of all constitutional li- 
berty in it, but of " all legitimate government 3 
that without it a government is nothing but an 
nsnrpation ;" — ^that *' when the representation U 
partial, the kingdom possesses liberty only par- 
tially ; and if extremely partial, it gives only a sem- 
blance ; and if not only extremely partial, but cor- 
ruptly chosen, it becomes a nuisance." Dr. Price 
considers this inadequacy of representation as onr 
ftmdamental grievance ; and though, as to the cor- 
mption of this semblance of representation, he' 
hopes it is not yet arrived to its full perfection of 
dq>rayity; he fears that <* nothing will be ddne 

-* <«I>iflO(mne on the Love of our Couatry,*' Sd edit. p. 99^ 
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towards gainiug for ns this essential blessing, aotil 
some great abuse of ^wer again proTolres oar rc- 
sentqienty or some great calamity again alarms oar 
fears, or perbaps till tbe acquisition of a pare and 
equal representation by otber conntrles, whilst we 
are mocked with the shadow, kindles our shame." 
To this he subjoins a note in these words : '* A re- 
presentation, chosen chiefly by the treasury, and a 
few thousands of the dregs of the people, who are 
generally paid for thdr votes." 

You will smile here at the consistency of those 
democratists, who, when they are not on their 
guard, treat the humbler part of the community 
with the greatest contempt, whilst, at the same 
time, they pretend to make them the depositaries 
of all power. It would require a long discourse to 
point out to you the many fallacies that lurk in the 
generality and equivocal nature of the terms " in- 
adequate representation." I shall only say here, in 
justice to that old-fashioned constitution, under 
which we have long prospered, that our represen* 
tation has been found perfectly adequate to all tbe 
purposes for which a representation of the people 
can be desired or devised. I defy the enemies of 
our constitution to show the contrary. To d^ts^ 
the particulars in which it is found so well to pro* 
mote its ends, would demand a treatise on our prac- 
tical constitution. I state here the doctrine of the 
revolutionists, only that you and others may see 
what an opinion these gentlemen enterttUn of the 
constitution of their country, and why they seem 
to think that some great abuse of power, or some 
great calamity, as giving a chance for the bles^ng 
of a constitution according to their ideas, would be 



burke's reflections. 79 

much palliated to their feelings ; you see why thejr 
are so mach enamoored of your fair and equal re- 
presentation, which being once obtained, the same 
effects might follow. You see tliey consider our 
honse of commons as only " a semblance/* ** a 
form," " a theory," " a shadow," ** a mockery,* 
perhaps ** a nuisance." 

These gentlemen value themselves on being 
systematic; and not without reason. They mmit 
therefore look on this gross and palpable defect ^ 
representation, this fundamental grievance (so they 
call it) as a thing not only vicfons in itself, but as 
rendering our whole government absolutely illegiti- 
mate, and not at all better than a downright usur- 
pation. Another revolution, to get rid of this ille- 
gitimate and usurped government, would of course 
be perfectly justifiable, if not absolutely necessaiy. 
Indeed their principle, if you observe it with any 
attention, goes much farther than to an alteration 
in the election of the house of commonn ; for, if 
popular representation, or choice, is necessary to 
the legitimacy of all government, the house of lords 
is, at one stroke, bastardized and corrupted in 
blood. That house is no representative of the peo^ 
pie at all, even in " semblance or in form." The 
case of the crown is altogether as bad. In vain the 
crown may endeavour to screen Itself against these 
gentlemen by the authority of the establishment 
made on the revolution. The revolution which* is 
resorted to for a title, on their system, wants a 
title itself. The revolution is built, according X6 
their theory, upon a basis not more solid than our 
present formalities, as it was made by a house of 
lords not representing any one but Uiemselves ; mid 
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by a house of domuions exactly such as the* prese 
that is, as they term it, by a mere *^ shadow i 
mipckery " of represeutation. 

Some of them ai'e so Ideated with Ihdr partici] 
religious theories, that they give more than hi 
that the fall of the civil powers, with all the dre 
ful consequences of that fall, pronded they mij 
be of service to their theories, would not be un 
ceptable to them, or very remote from their wisl 
A man amongst them of great authority, and c 
tainly of great talents, speaking of a supposed 
liance between church and state, says, *' perh 
we must wait for the fall of the civil powers bef 
this most unnatural alliance be broken. Calai 
totis no doubt will that time be. But what cOni 
sion in the political world ought to be a subjeci 
lamentation, if it be attended with so desirable 
effect }" You see with what a steady eye th 
gentlemen are prepared to view the greatest calaj 
ties which can befall their country ! 

It is no wonder, therefore, that with these id 
of every thing in their constitution and governm 
at 4iome, either in church or state, as iUegitim 
and usurped, or, at best, as a vain mockery, t 
look abroad with an eager and passionate ent 
slasnl. Whilst they are possessed by these notic 
it is in vain to talk to them of the practice of t) 
ancestors, the fundamental laws of their count 
the fixed form of a constitution, whose merits 
confirmed by the solid test of long experience, ; 
an increasing public Strength and national pros 
lity^ . They despise experience as the wisdoni 
unlettered men ; and as for the rest^ they h 
wrought under-ground a mine that will blow u| 
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one grand explosion all examples of antiquity^ all 
precedents, charters, and acts of parliament. They 
have " the rights of men." Against these there 
can be no prescription ; ag^nst these no agreement 
Is lunding : these admit no temperament, and qp 
compromise: any thing withheld from their fuU 
demand is so much of fraud and injustice. Against 
these their rights of men let no government look 
for security in the length of its continuance, or in 
the justice and lenity of its administration. The 
objections of these speculatists, if its forms do hot 
quadrate with their theories, are as valid against 
such an old and beneficent government as against 
the most violent tyranny, or the greenest usurpa^ 
tion. They are always at issue with govemmentSy 
not on a question of abuse, but a. question of com- 
petency, and a question of title. I have nothing to 
say to the clumsy subtilty of their political meta- 
physics. Let them be their amusement in the 
schools : " ilia sejactet in aula — Molus, et clauso 
veniarum careers regnei" But let them not break 
prison to burst like a Levanter, to sweep the earth 
with their hurricane, and to break up the foun* 
tains of the great deep to overwhelm us. 

Far am I from denying in theory ; full as far Is 
my heart from withholding in practice (if I were 
of power to give or to withhold) the real rights of 
men. In denying their false claims of right, I do 
not mean to injure those which are real, and are 
such as their pretended rights would totally destroy. 
If dvil society be made for the advantage of man, 
all the advantages for which it is made become his 
right. It is an institution of beneficence ; and law 
itself is only beneficence acting by a rule. Men 

e2 
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have a right to live by that rule ; they have a right 
fo justice; as between their fellows, whether their 
fellows are in politic function or in ordinary occtr- 
pation. They have a right to the fruits of their Sn- 
ilnstry^ and to the means of making their indimtfy 
fruitful. Thtey have a right to the acquisitions of 
their parents ; to the nourishment and improve- 
ment of their offspring ; to instruction in life, and 
to consolation in death. Whatever each man can 
separately do, without trespassing upon others, 
he has a riglit to do for himself; and he has a 
right to a fair portion of all which society, with all 
its combinations of skill and force, can do in his 
favour. But as to the share of power, authority, 
and -direction which each individual ought 't« have 
in tfie management of the state, that I must deny 
to be amongst the direct original rights of man in 
dvil society ; for I have in my contemplation the 
dvil social man, and no other. It is a thing to be 
fettled by convention. 

If civil society be the offspring of conventiou, 
that convention must be its law : that convention 
must limit and modify all the descriptions of con- 
stitution which are formed under it. Every sort 
of legislative, judicial, or executory power are its 
ereatures. They can have no being in any other 
fttate of things ; atid how can any man claim, umler 
the conventions of ciril society, rights which do not 
so much as suppose its existence ? rights which 
are absolutely repugnant to it ? One of the first 
motives to civil society, and which becomes one 
of its fundamental rules, is, that no man shall be 
judge in his own cause. By this each person has at 
once divested himself of the first fundamental right 
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of aocoveBanted man, that is, to judge for hun«r 
velf, and to assert his own cause. He abdicates aU 
right to be his own governor. He inclusively, in a 
^reat measure, abandons the right of self-defence, 
Che first law of nature. Man cannot enjoy the 
rights of an uncivil and of a civil state together. 
That he may obtain justice he gives up his right of 
determining what it is in points the most essential 
to bim* That he may secure some liberty, he makes 
a sorrender in trust of the whole of it. 

Government is not made in virtue of natural 
ri^ts, which may and do exist in total independ- 
ence of it ; and exist in much greater cleamoss* 
and in a much greater degree of abstract per&e* 
tion : but their abstract p^fection is their practi- 
cal defect. By having a right to every thing, they 
want every thing. Government is a contrivance of 
human wisdom to provide for human wants. Men 
have a right that these wants should be provided 
for by this wisdom. Among these wants is to be 
reciconed the want, ovt of eivil society, of a soill- 
cient restraint upon their passions. Society re- 
quires not only that the passions of individual* 
^oold be subjected, but that even in the mass and 
body, «8 well as in the andividnals, the inclination^ 
of men should frequently be thwarted, their will 
controlled, and their passions brought into sub- 
jection. This can only be done by a power out of 
themselves ; and not, in the exercise of its func- 
tion, subject to that will and to those passions 
which it is its office to bridle and subdue. la thia 
seose the restraints on men, aa well as their fiber- 
.ties, are to be reckoned among their rights. But 
as the Uhfsrties aii4 the restrictions vary witli tidies 
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and circumstances, and admit of infinite m( 
tiOns, they cannot be settled upon any a 
tnle ; and nothing is so foolish as to discas: 
npon that principle. 

The moment you abate any thing from t! 
rights of men, each to govern himself, and 
any artificial positive limitation upon those 
froin that moment the whole organization 
vemment becomes a consideration of convei 
This it is which makes the constitution of a 
and the due distribution of its powers, a ma 
the roost delicate and complicated skUl. 
quires a deep knowledge of human nature ai 
man necessities, and of the things which fa( 
or obstruct the various ends which are to b 
sued by the mechanism of civil institutions, 
state is to have recruits to its strength, and 
dies to its distempers. What is the use of di 
ing a man's abstract right to food or to med 
The question is upon ihe method of procurii: 
administering them. In that deliberation ] 
always adrise to call in the aid of the farmc 
the physician, rather than the professor of 
physics. The science of constructing a con 
wealth, or renovating it, or reforming it, i 
every other experimental science, not to be i 
a priori. Nor is it a short experience tliat c 
struct ys in that practical science ; because tl 
effects of moral causes are not always imme 
but that which, in the first instance, is preju 
may be excellent in its remoter operation ; s 
excellence may arise even from the ill effects 
duces in the beginning. The reverse also ha 
and very jiUasible schemes^ with very pj 
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commencements, have often shameful and lament- 
able conclusions. In states there are often some 
obsure and almost latent causes, things which ap- 
pear at first new of little moment, on which a very 
great part of its prosperity or adversity may most 
essentially depend. The science of government 
being, therefore, so practical in itself, and intended 
for such practical purposes, a matter which re- 
quire experience, and even more experience than 
any person can gain in his whole life, however sa- 
gacious and observing he may be, it is with infinite 
caution that any man ought to venture upon pulling 
down an edifice which has answered in any tolerable 
degree fiyr ages the common purposes of society, or 
of bolldiag it up again, without having models and 
piiteni»of approved utility before his eyes. 

Thrse mctaphysic rights entering into common 
life, like rays of light which pierce into a dense 
medium, are, by the laws of nature, refracted from 
their straight line. Indeed, in the gross and com- 
plicated mass of human passions and concerns, the 
primitive rights of men undergo such a variety of 
refractions and reflections, that it becomes absurd 
to talk of them as if they continued in the simplicity 
of ^heir original direction. The nature of man is 
intricate ; the objects of society are of the greatest 
possible complexity; and, therefore, no simple 
disposition or direction of power can be suitable 
either to man's nature or to the quality of his af- 
fidrs. When I hear the simplicity of contrivance 
aimed at and boasted of in any new political con- 
BtitutioDS, I am at no loss to decide that the artifi- 
cers are grossly ignorant of their trade, or totally 
negligent of their duty. The simple governments 
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are fundamentally defective, to say uo wor 
them. If you were to contemplate society ii 
one point oif view, all these simple modes g^ ( 
are infinitely captivatiqg. in effect each wouh 
swer its single end mvcfa more perfectly thai 
moi'e complex is able to attain all its complex 
poses. But it it b^ter that the whole shou 
imperfectly and anomalously answered, tlmn 
iKhlle flome parts are provided for with great e 
ness, others might be totally neglected, or, perl 
materially injured, by the over-care of a favo 
member. 

The pretended rights of these theorists ai 
extrettes ; and in proportion as they are meU 
slcaliy true, they are mordlly and politically 
The rights of men are in a sort of middle, inca] 
of definition, but not impossible to be disce 
The rights of men in governments are their ac 
tagea ; and these are often in balances betweei 
ferences of good; in compromises somerioAei 
tween good and evil, and sometimes between 
aod eviL Political reason is a computing princ 
adding, subtracting, multiplying, and 4in 
morally, and not metap|iyucaUy or matbematu 
true niioral denominations. 

By these theorists the right of the people 
most always sophistically confoanded with 
power. The body of the community, whene 
can come to act, can meet with no effectual i 
tauce ; but till power and right are the same 
whole body of them has no right inconsistent 
virtue, and the first of all virtues, prudence, 
^ave no right to what is not reasonable, ai 
what is not for their beuefit ; for though a ple^ 
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writer said, liceat perire poetis^ when one of 
theiD, in cold blood, is said to have leaped into the 
fiames of a yolcanic revointion, ardeiuem /Hgidm 
Mtnam insiluit, I consider such a frolic rather as 
an unjustifiable poetic licence, than as one of the 
franchises of Pamassos; and whether he were a 
poet, or divine, or politician, that chose to exercise 
this kind of right, I think that more wise, because 
more charitable thoughts would urge me rather to 
save the man, than to preserve his brazen slippers 
as the monuments of his folly. 

The kind of anniversary sermons, to which a 
great part of what I write refers, if men are not 
ashamed ont of their present course, in commemo^ 
rating the fact, will cheat many out of their prin* 
eiples, and depiive them of the benefits of the revo- 
lution they commemorate. I confess to you, sir, 1 
never liked this continual talk of resistance and re- 
volution, or the practice of making the extreme 
medicine of the constitution its daily bread. It 
renders the habit of society dangerously valetndi- 
nary ; it is taking periodical doses of mercury sub> 
limate, and swallowing down repeated provocatrrds 
of cantharides to our love of liberty. 

This distemper of remedy, grown habitual, re- 
laxes and wears out, by a vulgar and prostituted 
use, the spring of that spirit which is to be exerted 
on great occasions. It was in the most patient pe- 
riod of Roman servitude that themes of tyrannidde 
made the ordinary exercise of boys at schooi-^cwm 
perimU stetfos clastis numerosa tyratmos. In the 
ordinary state of things, it produces in a country 
lilce ours the worst effi?cts, even on the cause of that 
liberty which it abuses with the dissoluteness <tf an 
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extravagant speculation. Almost all the high-bred 
republicans of my time have, after a sboit space, 
become the most decided, thorough-paced conr- 
iiers ; they soon left the business of a tedious, mo- 
derate, but practical resistance to those of us whom, 
iu the pride and intoxication of their theories, they 
have slighted, as not much better than tories. Hy- 
pocrisy, of course, delights in the most sublime 
speculations; for, never intending to go beyond 
speculation, it costs nothing to have It magnificent. 
But even in cases where rather levity than fraud 
was to be suspected in these ranting speculations, 
the issue has been much the same. These profess- 
ors, finding their extreme principles not applicable 
to cases which call only for a qualified, or, as I may 
say, civil and legal resistance, in such cases employ 
no resistance at all. It is with them a war or a re- 
volution, or it is nothing. Finding their schemes of 
politics not adapted to the state of the world in 
which they live, they often come to think lightly of 
all public principle ; and are ready, on their part, to 
abandon for a very trivial interest what they find of 
very trivial value. Some, indeed, arc of more 
steady and persevering natures ; but these are eager 
politicians out of parliament, who have little to 
tempt them to abandon their favourite projects. 
They have some change in the church or state, or 
both, constantly in their view. When that is the 
case, they are always bad citizens, and perfectly un- 
sure connections. — For, considering their specula- 
tive designs as of infinite value, and the actual ar- 
.rangement of the state as of no estimation, they 
are at best indifferent about it. They see no merit 
.in the good, and no fault in the vicious managemeDt 
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f piublic affairs ; tbey rather rejoice in the latter, 
$ more propitious to revolatioo. They see no mier 
it or demerit, in any man, or any action, or any 
olitical principle, any farther than as they may 
orward or retard their design of change: they, 
h^refore, talce ap, one day the most violent and 
tretched prerogative, and another time the wildest 
lemocratic ideas of fireedom, and pass from the one 

the other without any sort of regard to causey to 
erson, or to party. 

In France, you are' now in the crisis of a reroltt- 
ion^ and in the transit from one form of govem- 
aent to another — you cannot see that character of 
aen exactly in the same situation in which we see 

1 in this country. With us it is militant ; with 
on it is triumphant ; and you know how it can act 
rhen its power is commensurate to its wilL I 
ronki not be supposed to confine those observations 
any description of men, or to comprehend all 
aen of any description within them — ^No ! far from 
t. I am as incapable of that injustice, as I am of 
seeping terms with those who profess principles of 
qttremes, and who, under the name of religion, 
each little else than wild and dangerous politics. 
Hie worst of these politics of revolution is this ; 
bey temper and harden the breast, in order to pre- 
lare it for the desperate strokes which are some- 
imes used in extreme occasidns. But as these oc- 
astons may never arrive, the mind receives a gra-^ 
nitons taint ; and the moral sentiments suffer not 
i little, when no political purpose is served by the 
lepravation. This sort of people are so taken up 
rith' their theories about the rights of man, that 
hey have totally fotgot his nature* Without open- 
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iog one new avenue to the understanding, they have 
succeeded in stopping up those that lead to the 
heart. They have perverted in thenmelves, and In 
those that attend to them, all the weU^plaoed sym- 
pathies of the human breast. 

This famous sermon of the Old Jewry breathes 
nothing but this spirit through all the political part. 
Plots, massacres, assassinations, seem to some peo- 
ple a trivial price for obtaining a revolntion. A 
cheap, bloodless reformation, a guiltless liberty, 
appear flat and vapid to their taste. There must 
be a great change of scene; there must be a mag- 
nificent stage effect ; there must be a grand spec- 
tacle to rouse the imagination, grown torpid with 
the lazy enjoyment of sixty years' security, and the 
still unanimating repose of public prosperity. The 
preacher found them all in the French revolution. 
Tills inspires a juvenile warmth through bis whole 
frame. His enthusiasm kindles as he advances; 
and when he arrives at his peroration, it is in a full 
blaze. Then viewing, from the Pisigah of his pul- 
pit, the free, moral, happy, flourishing, and glori- 
ous state of France, as in a bird-eye landscape of a 
promised land, he breaks out into the following 
rapture: 

*' What an eventful period is this ! ! am thank- 
ful that I have lived to it; I could almost say, 
' Lord, now lettest thou thy servant* depart in 
peace, for mine eyes have seen thy salvation.' I 
have lived to see a diffusion of knowledge, which 
has undermined superstition and error. I have 
lived to see the rights of men better understood 
than ever, and nations panting for liberty which 
seemed to have lost the idea of it. . I have live^l to 
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sec thirty millions of people, indignaDt and reso- 
late, sparning at slavery, and demanding liberty 
with an irresistible voice; their king led in tri- 
umph, and an arbitrary monarch surrendering him- 
self to his subjects."* 

, Before I proceed farther, I have to remark, that 
Dr. Price seems rather to orer-ralue the great ac- 
quisitions of light which he has obtained and dif« 
fused in this age. The last century appears to me 
to hare been quite as much enlightened. It had, 
thongfa in a different place, a triumph as memora- 
ble as that of Dr. Price ; and some of the great 
preachers of that period partook of it as eagerly as 
he has done in the triumph of France. On the 
trial of the Rev. Hugh Peters for high treason. It 
was deposed, that when king Charles was brought' 
to London for his trial, the apostle of liberty in that 
day conducted the triumph, *' I saw," says the 
witness, '* his majesty in the coach with six 
horses, and Peters riding before the king triumph^ 
mg," Dr. Price, when he talks as if he had made a 
discovery, only follows a precedent ; for, af^er the 
commencement of the king's trial, this precursor, 
the same Dr. Peters, concluding a long prayer at 
the royal chapel at Whitehall, (he had very trinm- 
phatitly chosen his place) said, '* I have prayed and 

* Another of these reverend gentlemen, who was witness 
to some of the spectades which Paris has hitely exhibited, 
expreasei himself thus t " A king dragged in suhmlsshr*. 
triumph by his conquering subjects, is one of those iqppeart 
aaoes of grandeur which seldom rise in the prospect of hi|* 
man aiSUrs, and which, during the remainder of my life, I 
shall think of with wonder and gratification.** These gen- 
tlemen agKit ouurvellously in their feelingi. 
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preached these tweuty years ; and now I ma 
with old Simeon, ' Lord, now lettest thou th 
vant depart in peace, for mine eyes have see 
salvation.'"* Peters had not the f raits c 
prayer ; for he neither departed so soon ; 
wished, nor in peace. He became (what I he 
hope none of his followers may be in this cot 
himself a sacrifice to the triumph which he 
pontiff. They dealt at the restoration, perhap 
hardly with- this poor good man. But we ow( 
his memory and his sufferings, that he had as 
illumination, and an much zeal, and had as el 
ally undermined all the supet'stition and 
which might impede the great business he w 
gaged in, as any who follow and repeat afte 
in this age, which would assume to itself an i 
sive title to the l^nowledge of the rights of 
and all the glorious consequences of that 1 
ledge. 

After this sally of the preacher of the Old J 
which differs only in place and time, but ; 
perfectly with the spirit and letter of tlie rapt 
1648, the Revolution Society, the fabricators 
Tcmments, the heroic baud of cashierers of 
archs, electors of sovereigns, and leaders of 
in triumph, strutting with a proud consciousn 
the diffusion of knowledge, of which every m 
had obtained so large a share in the donative 
in h^te to make a generous diffusion of the ' 
tedge they had thus gratuitously received. To 
this bountiful communication, they adjourne< 
^e church in the Old Jewry to the Londc 
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where the same Dr. Price, in whom the 
of his oracnlar tripod were uot eAtireiy eva- 
1, moved and carried the resolution, or ad- 
i congratnlatiou, transmitted hy lord Staa- 
» the National Assembly of France, 
d a preacher of the Gospel profaning the 
ill and prophetic ejaculation, commonly 
nine dimittify made on the first presentation 
Saviour in the temple, and applying it with 
uman and unnatural rapture, to the most 
, atrocious, and afflicting spectacle, that, 
B, ever was exhibited to the pity and indig- 
of mankind. This " leading in triumph," 
I in its best form unmanly and irreligious, 
fills our preacher with such unhallowed trans- 
must shock, I believe, the moral taste of 
well-born mind. Several English were the 
»d and indignant spectators of that triumph. 
, unless we have been strangely deceived, a 
ie more resembling a procession of American 
I, entering into Onondaga, after some of 
Qurders, called victories, and leading into 
bung round with scalps, their captives, over- 
d with the scoffs and buffets of wonwn as 
as as themselves, much more than it r^sem- 
e triomphal pomp of a civilized martial na- 
•if a civilized nation, or any men who had a 
f generosity, were capable of a personal tri- 
nrer the fallen and afflicted. 
, my dear sir» was not. the triumph- of 
.. I must believe that, as a nation^ itoyer- 
id you with shame and horror. I must be- 
at the National Assembly find themselves in 
[»f the greatest humiliaiiooy in not being aUe 
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to ponish the antbon of tbis triumph , or the actors 
In it ; aod that they are in a fiituatioo in which any 
inquiry they may make upon the fiubject, most be 
destitute even of the appearance of liberty or im- 
partiality. The apology of that assembly is found 
in their dtnation ; but when we approve what they 
must bear, it is in us the degenerate clioice of a vi- 
tiated mind. 

With a compelled appearanee of dtMenAoui 
they vote under the dominion of a stem necessity. 
They sit in the heart, as it were, of a foreign re-> 
public : they have their residence in a city whose 
constitution has emanated neither from the charter 
of their king, nor from their legislative power. 
There tliey are surrounded by an army not raised 
either by the authority of their crown, or by their 
command ; and which, if they should order to dis- 
solve itself, would instantly dissolve tliem. There 
they sit, after a gang of assassins had driven away 
•ail the men of moderate minds and moderating au- 
thority amongst them, and left them as a sort of 
dregs and refuse, under the apparent lead of those 
in whom they do not so much as pretend to have any 
confidence. There they sit in mockery of legisla- 
tion, repeating in resolutions the words of those 
whom they detest and despise. Captives them- 
selves, they compel a captive king to issue as royal 
edicts, at third hand, the polluted nonsense of th^r 
most licentious and giddy cofiee-houses* It is no* 
torious, that all their measures are decided before 
they are debated. It is beyond ^nbt» that midir 
the terror of the bayonet, «nd the. lamj^-fKMt, and 
the tordi to their houses, they are obliged to adopt 
an the cmde and desperate mewores suggested by 
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clubs composed of a monstrous medley of all condi- 
tions, tongues, and nations. Among these are 
found persons, in comparison of whom Catiline 
would be thought scrupulous, and Cethegus a man 
of sobriety and moderation. Nor is it in these clubs 
alone that the public measures are deformed into 
monsters. They undergo a previous distortion in 
academies, intended as so many seminaries for 

^ these dabs, which are set up in all the places of 
public resort. In these meetings of all sorts, every 
eounsei, in proportion as it is daring, and violent, 
and perfidious, is taken for the rank of 8U})erior ge^ 

\ Bins. Humanity and compassion are ridiculed as 

' the fruits of superstition and ignorance. Tender- 
ness to individuals is considered as treason to the 
public. Liberty IS always to be estimated perfect a9 

r property is rendered insecure. Amidst assassina- 
tion, massacre, and confiscation, perpetrated or me- 
ditated, they are forming plans for the good order 
of future sodety. Embracing in their arms the car- 
cases of base criminals, and promoting their rela^ 
tions on the title of their offences, they drive hun- 
drecte of idrtuons persons to the same end, by for- 
eing them to subsist by beggary or by crime. 

The assembly, their organ, acts before them the 
force of deliberation with as little decency as li- 
beity. They act like the comedians of a fair before^ 
a riotous audience ; they act amidst the tumultuous 
cries of a mixed mob of ferocious men, and of wo- 
mealost to shame, who, according to their insolent 
fimcies, direct, control, applaud, explode then> 
and fometimes mix and take their seats amongst 
them ; domineering over them with a strange mix- 
ture of serrile petulance and proud presumptuous 
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authority. As they have inverted order in all 
things^ the gallery is in the place of the house. 
This assembly, which overthrows kings aii.d liing- 
doms, has not even the physiognomy and aspect of 
a grave legislative body — nee coior hnperH, nec/hmt 
erat utta smatHs. They have a power given to 
them, like that of the evil principle, to snbvert and 
destroy ; but none to construct, except such ma- 
chines as may be fitted for farther subversion and 
farther destruction. 

Who is it that admires, and from the heart is at- 
tached to national representative assemblies, bat 
mast turn with horror and disgust from such a 
profane burlesque and abominable perversion of 
that sacred institute ? Lovers of monarchy, lovers 
of republics, must alike abhor it. — ^The members of 
your assembly must themselves groan under the ty- 
ranny of which they have all the shame, none of the 
direction, and little of the profit. I am sure many 
of the members who compose even the majority of 
that body, must feel as I do, notwithstanding the 
applauses of the Revolution Society. — Miserable 
kiug ! miserable assembly ! How must that assem- 
bly be silently scandalized with those of their mem- 
bers, who would call a day which ^med to blot 
the aun out of heaven, un beau Jour .'* How must 
tbey be inwardly indignant at hearing others, who 
thought fit to declare to them, " that the ves^ of 
the state would fly forward in her course towards 
regeneration with more speed than ever," fron^ the 
stiff gale of treason and murder, which preceded 
our preacher's triumph ! What must they have ^t, 

, « 6th of October, 1789. 
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^'hilst with outward patience and inward indigna- 
tion they heard of the slaughter of innocent gen- - 
tlemen in their houses, that " thehlood spilled was 
not the most pure?*' What must they have felt, 
when they were besieged by complaints of disorders 
which shook their country to its foundations, at 
being compelled coolly to tell the complainants, that 
they were under the protection of the law, and that 
they would address the king, the captive king, fo 
cause the laws to be enforced for their protection ; 
when the enslaved ministers of that captive king 
had formally notified to them, that there were nei- 
ther law, nor authority, nor power left to protect ? 
What must they have felt at being obliged, as a fe- 
licitation OB the present new year, to request their 
captive king to forget the stormy period of the last, 
on account of the great good which he was likely to 
produce to his people ; to the complete attainment 
of which good they adjourned the practical demoQ- 
fitrations of their loyalty, assuring him of their obe- 
dience, when he should no longer possess any au- 
thority to command ? 

This address was made with much good- nature 
aiKl affection, to be sure. But among the revolu- 
tions in France, must be reckoned a considerable 
revolution in their ideas of politeness. In England 
we are s^d to learn manners at second hand from 
yonr side of the water, and that we dress our beha- 
viour in the frippery of France. If so, we are still 
in the old cut , and have not so far conformed to 
the new Parisian mode of good-breeding, as to 
think it quite in the roo&t refined strain of delicate 
compliment, whether in condolence or congratula- 
tion, to say, to the most humiliated creature that 

VOL. I. F 
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crawls apon the earth, that great public benefits are 
derived from the murder of his servantSy the at- 
tempted assassination of himself and of his wife, 
and the mortification, disgrace, and degradation 
that he had personally suffered. It is a topic of 
consolation which our ordinary of Newgate would 
be too humane to use to a criminal at the foot of 
the gallows. I should have thought that the hang- 
man of Paris, now that he is liberalized by the vote 
of the National Assembly, and is allowed his rank 
and arms in the herald's college of the rights of 
men, would be too generous, too gallant a man, too 
full of the sense of his new dignity, to employ that 
cutting consolation to any of the persons whom the 
lese nation might bring under the administration of 
his exeattive powers. 

A man is fallen indeed, when he is thus flattered. 
Ilie anodyne draught of oblivion, thus drugged, is 
well calculated to preserve a galling wakefulness, 
and to feed the living ulcer of a corroding memory. 
Thus to administer the opiate potion of amnesty, 
powdered with all the ingredients of scorn and con- 
tempt, is to hold to his lips, instead of ** the balm 
of hurt minds,*' the cup of human misery full to 
the brim, and to force him to drink it to the 
dregs. 

Yielding to reasons, at least as forcible as those 
which were so delicately urged in the compliment 
on the new year, the king of France will probably 
endeavour to forget these events and that compli- 
ment. But history, who keeps a durable record of 
all our acts, and exercises her awfiil censure over 
the proceedings of all sorta of sovereigns, will not 
forget, either those events, or the era of this liberal 
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refinement in the intercourse of mankind. — History 
will record, that on the morning of the 6th of Oc- 
tober^ 1789, the king and queen of France, after a 
day of confusion, alai*m, dismay, and slaughter, lay 
down, under the pledged security of public faith, to 
indulge nature in a few hours of respite, and trou- 
bled melancholy repose. From this sleep the 
queen was first startled by the voice of the sentinel 
at her duor, who cried out to her, to save herself by 
flight — that this was the last proof of fidelity he could 
give — that they were upon him, and he was dead. 
Instantly he was cut down. A band of cruel ruf- 
fians and assassins, reeking with his blood, rushed 
into the chamber of the queen, and pierced with a 
hundred strokes of bayonets and pouitfrds, the bed^ 
from whence this persecuted woman had but just 
time to fly almost naked ; and through ways un- 
known to the mur4erers, had escaped to seek re- 
fuge at the feet of a king and husband, not secure 
of hifl own life for a moment. 

This king, to say no more of him, and this 
queen, and their infant children, who once would 
have been the pride and hope of a great and gene- 
rous people, were then forced to abandon the sanc- 
tuary of the most splendid palace in the world, 
which they left swimming in blood, polluted by 
massacre, and strewed with scattered limbs and 
mutilated carcases. Thence they vtere conducted 
into the capital of their kingdom. Two had been 
selected from the unprovoked, tinresisted, promis- 
cuous slaughter which was made of the gentlemen 
of birth and family who composed the king's body 
guard. These two gentlemen, with all the parade 
of an ezecatiou of justice, were cruelly and publicly 
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dragged to the block, and beheaded in the great 
couit of the palace : their heads were stuck npoti 
spears, and led the procession : whiLst the royal 
captives, who followed in the train, wete slowly 
anoved along, amidst the horrid yells, and sbnlllng 
screams, and frantic dances, and infamous contu> 
melies, and all the unutterable abominations of the 
furies of hell, in the abused shape of the vilest of 
women. After they had been made to taste, drop 
by drop, more than the bitterness of death, in the 
slow torture of a journey of twelve miles, pro- 
tracted to six hours, they were, under a guard com- 
posed of those very soldiers who had thus conducted 
them thi'ough this famous triumph, lodged in one 
of the old palaces of Paris, now converted into a 
bastile for kings. 

Is this a triumph to be consecrated at altars? 
to be commemorated with grateful thanksgiving ? 
to be offered to the divine humanity with fervent 
prayer and enthusiastic ejaculation ? — ^I'hese Thebau 
and Thracian orgies, acted in France, and applaud- 
ed only in the Old Jewry, I assure you, kindle pro- 
phetic enthusiasm in the minds but of very few 
people in this kingdom ; although a saint and 
apostle, who may have revelations of his own, and 
who has so completely vanquished all the mean su- 
perstitions of the heart, may incline to think it 
pious and decorous to compare it with the entrance 
into the world of the Prince of Peace, proclaimed 
in a holy temple by a venerable sage, and not long 
before not worse announced by the voice of angels 
to the quiet innocence of shepherds. 

At first I was s^ a loss to account for this fit of 
unguarded transport. I knew, indeed, that the 



Burke's reflections. 101 

sufferings of mouarchs make a delicious repast to 
some sort of palates. There were reflections which 
might serve to keep this appetite within some 
bounds of temperance. But when I took one cir- 
cumstance into my consideration, 1 was obliged to 
confess, that much allowance ought to be made for 
the society, and that the temptation was too strong 
for common discretion; I mean the circumstance 
of the lo Paean of the triumph, the animating cry 
which called " for all the bishops to be hanged on 
the lamp-posts,"* might well have brought forth 
a burst of enthusiasm on the foreseen consequences 
of this happy day. I allow to so much enthusiasm 
some little deviation from piotdence. I allow this 
prophet to break forth into hymns of joy and 
thanksgiving on an event which appears like the 
precursor of the millennium, and the projected fifth 
monarchy, in the destruction of all church esta- 
blishments. There was, however, (as in all human 
affairs there is) in the midst of this joy something 
to exercise the patience of these worthy gentlemen, 
aad to try the loug-suffering of their faith. — The 
actual murder of the king and queen,, and their 
child, was wanting to the other auspicious cii'cum- 
stances of this " beautiful day." The actual mur- 
der of the bishops, though called for by so many 
holy ejaculations, was also wanting. A group of 
regicide and sacrilegious slaughter, was, indeed, 
boldly sketched ; but it was only skt*tched : it un- 
happily was left unfinished in this great history, 
piece of the massacre of innocents. What hardy 
pencil of a great master, from the school of the 

• Tous les evdqucs ilalanterne. 
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Although this work of our new light and know- 
ledge did not go to the length that in all probability 
it was intended it should be carried ; yet I most 

roi — M. Mirabeau disant impun^ment dans cette anemUee, 
que le vaitseau de I'etat, loin d'etre arr^t^ dans sa course, 
s'elanceroit avec plus de rapidity que jamais vers sa rege- 
neration — M. Bamave, riant avec lui, quand des flots de 
sang couloient autour de nous— Le vertueux Mounier* 
cchappant par miracle k vingt assassins, qui avoient voulu 
faire de sa t^te une troph^e de plus. 

** VoilJice qui me fit jurer de ne plus mettre le pied dant 
cette caveme eC dntropophaget (the National Assembly,) 
oh Je n'avois plus de force d'elever la voix, oh. depuis ste 
semeines Je I'avois elev^ en vain. Moi, Mounier, et tous let 
honn^tes gens, ontsentis que le dernier effort k faire pour le 
bien ^toit d*en sortir. Aucune id^decrainte ne s'est appro- 
ch^ de moi. Je rougirois de m'en defendre. J'avois encore 
ref u sur la route, de la part de ce peuple, moins coupable 
que ceux qui I'ont enivr^ de fureur, des acclamations, et 
des applaudissemens, dont d'autres auroient ^U: flatt^, et 
qui m'ont fait fremir. C'est k I'indignation, c'est k Vhoi- 
reur, c'est aux convulsions physiques, que le seul aspect 
du sang me fait eprouver que j'ai ced^. On brave ime seule 
mort; on la brave plusieurs fois, qiumd elle pent dtre utile. 
Mais aucune puissance sous le del, mats aucune opinion 
puUique ou priv^, n'ont le droit de me condamner k souf* 
fni inutilement mille supplices par minute, et k perir de 
desespoir, de rage, au milieu des triomphes du crime que 
je u*ai pu arr^ter. lis me proscriront, ils confisquerontmes 
biens. Je labourerai la texre, et je ne les verrai plusw— 
Voili ma justification. Vous pouves la lire, la moutrer. It 
laisser G<q»ier; tant pis pour ceux qui ne la comprendiont 
pas; ce ne sera alors moi qiii auioit eut tort de It leur 
donner." 

• N. B. Mr. Mounier was then speaker of the Nation- 
al AisemUy. He has since been obliged to live in exile, 
though one of the firmest asserton of liberty. 
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think that such treatment of any human creatures 
must be shocking to any but those who are made 
for accomplishing rerolutions. But I cannot stop 
here. Influenced by the inborn feelings of my 
nature, and not being illuminated by a single ray of 
this new-sprung modern light, I confess to you, sir, 
that the exalted rank^f the persons suffering, and 
particularly the sex, the beauty, and the amiable 
qualities of the descendant of so many kings and 
emperors, with the tender age of royal infants, in- 
sensible only through infancy and innocence, of the 
cruel outrages to which their parents were exposed, 
instead of being a subject of exultation, adds not a 
little to my sensibility on that most melancholy 
occasion. 

I hear that the august person, who was the prin- 
cipal object of our preacher's triumph, though he 
supported himself, felt much on that shameful occa- 
sion. As a man, it became him to feel for his wife 
and his children, and the fiuthful guards of his per- 
son that were massacred in cold blood about him; 
as a [H-iuce, it became him to feel for the strange 
and frightful transformation of his civilized sub- 
jects, and to be more grieved for them than solid- 
tous for ))imself. It derogates little from his forti- 
tude, while it adds infinitely to the honour of bis 
humanity. I am very sorry to say it, very sorry 
indeed, that such personages are in a situation iu 
which it is not unbecoming to praise the virtues of 
the great. ^ 

This military man had not so g^>od nerves as the peaoe> 
able gentleman of the Old Jewry. — See Mons. Mouni«r^ 
narrative of these transactions ; a man alsaof honour* and 
virtue, and talents, and, therefore, a fugitive. 
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I hear, and I rejoice to hear, that the great lady, 
the other object of the triumph, has borne that day, 
(one is interested that beings made for suffering 
should suffer well,) and that she bears all the 
succeeding days, that she bears the imprisonment 
of her husl^and, and her own captivity, and the 
exile of her friends, and the insulting adulation of 
addresseSj^ and the whole weight of her accumulated 
wrongs, with a serene patience, in a manner suited 
to her rank and race, and becoming the offspring of 
a sovereign distinguished for her piety and her cour- 
age; that, like her, she has lofty sentiments; that 
she feels with the dignity of a Roman matron ; that 
in the last extremity she will save herself from the 
last disgrace, and that if. she must fail, she will £&U 
by no ignoliie hand. 

It is now sixteen or seventeen years since I saw 
the queen of France, then the dauphiness, at Ver- 
sulles ; and surely never lighted on this orb, which 
she hardly seemed to touch, a more delightful vi- 
sion. I saw her just above the horizon, decorating 
and cheering the elevated sphere she just began to 
move in ; glittering, like the morning star, full of 
life, and splendor, and joy. Oh ! what a revolu- 
tion ! and what a heart must I have, to contem- 
plate without emotion that elevation and that fall! 
Little did I dream, that when she added titles of 
veneration to those of enthusiastic, distant, respect- 
ful love, that she should ever be obliged to carry 
the sharp antidote against disgrace concealed in 
that bosom ; little did I dream that I should have 
lived to siee such disasters fallen upon her in a na- 
tion of gallant men, in a nation of men of honour 
and of tavaliers. I thought ten thousand swonhf 

f2 
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.must have leaped from their scabbards to avenge 
even a look that threatened her with insult. But 
the age of chipalry is gone : that of sophisteis, 
economists, and calculators, has succeeded, and 
the glory of Europe is extinguished for ever. Ne- 
ver, never more, shall we behold that generous 
loyalty to rank and sex, that proud submission, that 
dignified obedience, that subordination of the heart, 
which kept alive, even in servitude itself, the spi- 
rit of an exalted freedom, llie unbought grace 
of life, the cheap defence of nations, the nurSe of 
manly sentiment and heroic enterprise, is gone ! It 
i^ gone, that sensibility of principle, that chastity 
of honour, which felt a stain like a wound, which 
inspired courage whilst it mitigated ferocity, which 
ennobled whatever it touched, and under which 
vice itself lost half its evil, by losing all its gro|^s- 
ness. 

This mixed system of opinion and sentiment had 
its origin in the ancient cbivaliy; and the principle, 
though varied in its appearance by the varying state 
of human affairs, subsisted and influenced through 
a long succession of generations, even to the time 
we live in. If it should ever be totally extinguished, 
the loss I fear will be great. It is this which ^as 
giyen its character to modern Europe. It is this 
which has distinguished it under all its forms of 
government, and distinguished it to its advantage, 
from the states of Asia, and possibly from tho^e 
states which flourished in the most brilliant periods 
of the antique world. It was this, which, withottt 
confounding ranks, bad produced a noble equality, 
and handed it down through all the gradations of 
jocial life. It was this opinion which mitigated 
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kings into compauions, and raised private men to 
be fellows with kings. Without force or opposi- 
tion, it subdued the tierceness of pride and power; 
it obliged sovereigns to submit to the soft collar of 
social esteem, compelled stern authority to submit 
to elegance^ and gave a domination vanquisher of 
laws, to be subdued by manners. 

But DOW all is to be changed. All the pleasing 
illusions, which made power gentle and obedience 
liberal, which harmonized the different shades of 
life, and which, by a bland assimilation, incorpo- 
rated into politics the sentiments which beautify 
and soften private society, are to be dissolved by 
thl9 new conquering empire of light and reason. 
All the decent drapery of life is to be rudely torn 
off. All the sufMsradded ideas, furnished from the 
wardrobe of a moral imagination, which the heart 
owns and the understaudlug ratifies, as necessary to 
ewer the defects of our naked shivering nature, 
aud to raise it to dignity in our own estimation, are 
to be exploded as a ridiculous, absurd, and anti- 
qaated fashion. 

On this scheme of things, a king is but a man ; a 
queen is but a woman ; a woman is but ah animal ; 
aud an animal not of the highest order. All homage 
paid to the sex in general as such, and without 
distinct views, is to be regarded as romance and 
folly. Regicide, and parricide, and sacrilege, are 
but fictions of superstition, corrupting jurisprudence 
by destroying its simplicity. The murder of a king, 
or a queen, or a bishop, or a father, are only com* 
mon homicide; and if the people are by any chance, 
or in any way gainers by it^ a sort of homicide much 
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the most pardonable, and inM which we onghl 
to malce too severe a icraliny. 

On the (cheine of ttiis barbaroDi pbiloM 
which U the oKpriDR of cold hearti and mndd: 
derstaDdings, and which is as void of solid wii 
U it ia destitute of all taste nod elep[aTice, law 
to be supported only by their own terrors, an 
(he concero which each indiriduat may lind in t 
from his own priraie specniations, or can spai 
them from his own private interests. In the gi 
o( tMr academy, at the end of erery risto, yoi 
nothing bnl the ((allows. Nothing is left w 
engages the affections on the part of the comi 
wealth. On the principles of this mechanic p' 
Bopby, our institutions can nerer be embodied 
may use the expression, in penoDi, so as to Cl 
In us loce, reneriEicm, admiration, or altaebn 
But that sort of reason which bauiahes the a 
tlons is incapable of Blling their place, lljese 
lie afiectioas, combined with manners, are reqi 
tometimes as supplements, sometimes as con 
ires, always as aids lo law. The precept give 
a wiso man, as well as a great critic, for tbe 
itraction of poems, is equally true as to stat 
JVon latia eil pulchra tne poemata, duicia tl 
There ought lohe a system of manners in ever] 
tion which a well-formed mind would be di»p 
to relish. To makeus love our country, our c 
try onght to be lovely. 

But power, of some kind or other, will sni 
tlie shocli in which manners and opinions pei 
and It will find other and worse neons for iti 
port. The usurpation which, in order to int 
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ent iostitiitions, has destroyed aocient princi- 

y will hold power by arts similar to those by 

i^ it has acquired it. When the old feudal and 

valroQS spirit of fealty, which, by freeing kings 

m fear, freed both kings and subjects from the 

ecaations of tyranny, shall be extinct in the minds 

meny plots and assassinations will be anticipated 

f preventive murder and preventive confiscatioD, 

ad that long roll of grim and bloody maxims, 

^hich form the political code of all power, not 

tanding on its own honour, and the honour of 

;bo6e who are to obey it. Kings will be tyrants 

from policy when subjects are rebels from prin- 

dple. 

When ancient opinions and rules of life are taken 
away, the loss cannot possibly be estimated. From 
that moment we have no compass to govern us; 
nor can we know distinctly to what port we steer. 
Europe undoubtedly, taken in a mass, was in a 
fknirishing condition the day on which your revolu- 
tion was completed. How much of that prosperous 
state was ovnng to the spirit of our old manners 
and opinions is not easy to say ; but as such causes 
cannot be indifferent in their operation, we must 
presume that, on the whole, their operation was 
beneficiaL 

We are but too apt to consider things in the state 
in which we find them, without sufficiently advert- 
ing to the causes by which they have been produced, 
and possibly may be' upheld. Nothing is more cer- 
tain than that our manners, our civilization, and all 
the good things which are connected with manners 
and with civilization, have, in this European world. 
ofoarSj depended for ages upon two principles ; and 
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were indeed the result of both combiued ; I mean 
the spirit of a gentleman, and the spirit of religion. 
The nobility and the clergy, the. one by profession, 
the other by patronage, kept learning in existence 
eren in the midst of arms and confusions, and whilst 
governments were rather in their causes than 
formed. Learning paid back what it received to 
nobility and to priesthood ; and paid it with usury, 
by enlarging their ideas and by furnishing their 
minds. Happy if they had all continued to know 
their indissoluble union, and their proper place! 
Happy if learning, not debauched by ambition, had 
been satisfied to continue the instructor, and not 
aspired to be the master I Along with its natural 
protectors and guardians, learning will be cast into 
the mire, and trodden down under the hoofs of a 
tvvinish multitude. 

If, as I suspect, modern letters owe more than 
they are always willing to own to ancient manners, 
80 do other interests which we value full as much 
as they are worth. £ven commerce, and trade, and 
manufacture, the gods of our economical politi- 
cians, are themselves perhaps but creatures; arc 
themselves but effects, which, as first causes, we 
choose to worship. They certainly grew under the 
same shade in which learning flourished. They 
too may decay with their natural protecting princi- 
ples. With you, for the present at least, they all 
threaten to disappear together. Where trade and 
manufactures are wanting to a people, and the spi- 
rit of nobility and religion remains, sentiment sup- 
plies, and not always ill supplies, their place ; but 
if commerce and the afts should be lost in an expe- 
riment to try how well a state may stand without 
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these old fundamental principles, what sort of a 
thing most be a nation of gross, stupid, ferocious, 
and, at the same time, poor and sordid barbarians, 
destitute of religion, honour, or manly pride, pos- 
sessing nothing at present, jiud hoping for nothing 
hereafter ? 

T wish yon may not be going fast, and by the 
shorte.st cut, to that horrible and disgustful situa- 
tion. Already there appears a poverty of concep- 
tion, a coarseness and vulgarity in all the proceed- 
ings of the assembly and of all their instructors. 
Their liberty is not liberal. Their science is pre- 
sumptuous ignorance. Their humanity is savage 
and brutal. 

It is not clear whether in England we learned 
those grand and decorous principles and manners, 
of which considerable traces yet remain, from you, 
or whether you took them from us. But to you, I 
think, we trace them best. You seem to me be 
gentis incunabula nostra, France has always more 
or less influenced manners in England ; and when 
your fountain is choked up and polluted, the 
stream will not run long, or not run clear with us, 
or perhaps with any nation. This gives all Euro|)e, 
in my opinion, but too close and connected a con- 
cern in what is done in France. Excuse me, there- 
fore, if I have dwelt too long on the atrocious 
spectacle of the 6th of October, 1789, or have given 
. too much scope to the reflections which have arisen 
in my mind on occasion of the most important of 
all revolutions, which may be dated from that day ; 
1 mean a revolution in sentiments, manners, and 
moral opinions. As things now stand, with every 
thing respectable destroyed without us, and an at- 
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tempt to destroy within us every principle of respect, 
one is almost forced to apologize for harbouring the 
common feelings of men. 

Why do I feel so differently from the reverend 
Dr. Price, and those of his lay flock, who will 
choose to adopt the sentiments of his discourse ? 
For this plain reason — because it is natural I should ; 
because we are so made as to be affected at such 
spectacles with melancholy sentiments upon the 
unstable condition of mortal prosperity, and the tre- 
mendous uncertainty of human greatness ; because 
in those natural feelings we learn great lessons; 
because in events like these our passions instruct 
our reason ; because when kings are hurled from 
their thrones by the Supreme Director of this great 
drama, and become the objects of insult to the base, 
and of pity to the good, we behold such disasters 
in the moral, as we should behold a miracle in th6 
physical order of things. We are alarmed into re- 
flection; our minds, as it has long since been ob- 
served, are purified by terror and pity ; our weak 
unthinking pride is humbled, under the dispensa- 
tions of a mysterious wisdom. Some tears might 
be drawn from me, if such a spectacle were exhi- 
bited oil the stage. I should be truly ashamed of 
finding in myself that superficial, theatric sense of 
planted distress, whilst 1 could exult over it in real 
life. With such a perverted mind, I could never 
venture to show my face at a tragedy. People 
would think the tears that Garrick formerly, or 
that Siddons not long since, have extort^^d from 
me, were the tears of hypocrisy; I should know 
theui to be the tears of folly. 

Indeed the theatre is a better school of moral 
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sentioieuts than cbarches, where the feelings of 
humanity are thus outraged. Poets, who have to 
deal with an audience, not yet graduated in the 
school of the rights of men, and who must apply 
themselves to the moral constitution of the heart,' 
would not dare to produce such a triumph as a 
matter of exultation. There, where men follow 
their natural impulses, they would not bear the 
odious maxims of a Machiavelian policy, whether 
applied to the attainment of monarchical or demo- 
cratic tyranny. They would reject them on the 
modem, as they once did on the ancient stage, 
where they could not bear even the hypothetical 
proposition of such wickedness in the mouth of a 
personated tyrant, though suitable to the character 
he sustained. No theatric audience in Athens 
would bear what has been borne, in the midst of 
the real tragedy of this triumphal day ; a principal 
actor weighing, as it were in scales hung in a shop 
of horrors, so much actual crime against so much 
contingent advantage, and after putting in and ont 
weights, declaring that the balance was on the side 
of the advantages. They would not bear to see the 
crimes of new democracy posted as in a ledger 
against the crimes of old despotism, and the book* 
keepers of politics finding democracy still in debt, 
bat by no means unable or unwilling to pay the 
balance. In the theatre, the first intuitive glance, 
without any elaborate process of reasoning, would 
show that this method of political computation 
would justify every extent of crime. They would 
see, that on these principles, even where the very 
worst acts were not perpetrated, it was owing ra- 
ther to the fortune of the conspirators than to their 
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parsimony in the expenditure of treachery and 
blood. They would soon see, that criminal means 
once tolerated are soon preferred. They present 
a shorter cut to the object than through the high- 
way of the moral virtues. Justifying perfidy and 
murder for public benefit, public benefit would 
soon become the pretext, and perfidy and murder 
the end ; until rapacity, malice, revenge, and fear 
more dreadful than revenge, could satiate their in- 
satiable appetites. Such must be the consequences 
of losing, in the splendor of these triumphs of 
the rights of men, all natural sense of wrong and 
right. 

But the reverend pastor exults in this " leading 
in triumph," because, truly, Louis XVI. was ** an 
arbitrary monarch ;" that is, in other words, nei- 
ther more nor less than because he was Louis XVT. 
and because he had the misfortune to be born king 
of France, with the prerogatives of which a long 
line of ancestors, and a long acquiescence of the 
people, without any act of his, had put him in pos- 
session. A misfortune it has indeed turned out to 
him, that he was born king of France. But mis- 
fortune is pot crime, nor is indiscretion always the 
greatest guilt. I shall never think that a prince, 
(the acts of whose whole reign were a jseries of 
concessions to his subjects, who was willing to re- 
lax his authority, to remit his prerogatives, to call 
his people to a share of freedom, not known, per- 
haps not desired, by their ancestors) such a prince, 
though he should be subject to the common frml- 
ties attached to men and to priiices, though he 
should have once thought it necessary to provide 
force against the desperate designs manifestly car- 
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ing on against his person, and the remnants of 
I authority; though all this should be taken ioto 
Qsiderationy I shall be led with great difficulty 

thiuk he deserves the cruel and insulting tri- 
iph of Paris, and of Dr. Price. I tremble for the 
ise of liberty, from such an example to kings, 
remble for the cause of humanity, in the unpu- 
ihed outrages of the most wicked of mankind, 
t there are some people of that low and dege- 
rate fashion of mindf that they look up with a 
t of complacent awe and admiration to kings, 
10 know to keep firm in their seat, to hold a 
ict hand over their subjects, to assert their pre- 
^ve, and, by the awakened vigilance of a severe 
ipotism, to guard against the very first approaches 

freedom. Against such as these they never 
vate their voice. Deserters from principle, listed 
th fortune, they never see any good in suffering 
tue, uor any crime in prosperous usurpation. 
[f it could have been made clear to me, that the 
ig and queen of France (those I mean who were 
rh before the triumph) were inexorable and cruel 
ants, that they had formed a deliberate scheme 
massacring the National Assembly (I think I 
7e seen something like the latter insinuated in 
tain publications) I should think their captivity 
t. If this be true, much more ought to have 
!D done, but d«ne, in my opinion, in another 
nner. The punishment of real tyrants is a 
tile and awful act of justice ; and it has with 
th been said to be consolatory to the human 
nd. But if I were to punish a wicked king, I 
raid regard the dignity in avenging the crime, 
stice is gravje and decorous, and in it9 punish- 
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meuts rather seems to submit to a necessity, thair 
to make a choice. Had Nero, or Agrippina, or 
Louis the Eleventh, or Charles the Ninth, been the 
subject ; if Charles the Twelfth of Sweden,, after 
the murder of Patkul, or his predecessor Christina, 
after the murder of Moualdeschi, had fallen into 
your hands, sir, or into mine, 1 am sure our con- 
duct would have been diffiSreut. 

If the French king, or king of the French, (or 
by whatever name he is known in the new vocabu- 
lary of your constitution) has, in his own person 
and that of his queen, really deserved these una- 
vowed but unavenged murderous attempts, and 
these subsequent indignities more cruel than mur- 
der ; such a person would ill deserve even that sub- 
ordinate executory trust, which I understand is 
to be placed in him ; nor is he fit to be called chief 
in a nation which he has outraged and oppressed. 
A worse choice for such an office in a new com- 
monwealth, than that of a deposed tyrant, could 
not possibly be made. But to degrade and Insult a 
man as the worst of criminals, and afterwards to 
trust him in your highest concerns, as a faithful, 
honest, and zealous servant, is not consistent In 
reasoning, nor prudent in policy, nor safe in prac- 
tice. Those who could make such an appointment 
must be guilty of a more flagrant breach of trust 
than any they have yet commit^d against the peo- 
ple. As this is the only crime in which your lead- 
ing politicians could have act^d inconsistently, I 
conclude that there is lio sort of ground for these 
horrid insinuations. I think no better of all the 
other calumnies. 

In England we give no credit to them, ^e 
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ure generous enemies : we are faithful allies. We 
spurn from us, with disgust and indignatioo, the 
slanders of those who bring us their anecdotes with 
the attestation of the flower-de-luce on their shoul> 
der. We hare lord George Gordon fast in New. 
gate; and neither his being a public proselyte to 
Judaism, nor bis bavisg, in his zeal against catho- 
lic.priests and all sort of ecclesiastics, raised a mob 
(excuse the term, it is still in use here) which 
pulled down all our prisons — have preserved to him 
a liberty, of which he did not render himself 
worthy by a virtuous use of it. We have rebuilt 
Newgate, and tenanted the mansion. We have pri- 
sons almost as strong as the Bastile fur thoi>e who 
dare to libel the queens of France. In this spiritual 
retreat, let the noble libeller remain. Let him there 
meditate on his Thahnud, until he learns a conduct 
more becoming his birth and parts, and not so dis- 
graceful to the ancient religion to which he has 
become a proselyte ; or until some persons from 
your side of the water, to please your new Hebrew 
brethren, shall ransom him. He may then be 
enabled to purchase, with the old hoards of the 
synagogue, and a very small poundage, on the long 
compound interest of the thirty pieces of silver, 
(Dr. Price has shown, us what miracles compound 
interest will perform in 1790 years,) the landh which 
are lately discovered to have been usurped by the 
Galilean church. Send us your popish archbishop 
of Paris, and we will send you our protestant rab* 
bin. We shall treat the person you send ns in 
^change like a gentleman and an honest man, as 
he is ; but pray let him bring with him the fund of 
his hospitality, bounty, and charity ^ and, depend 
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upon it, we shall never confiscate a shilling of that 
honourable and pious fund, nor thinlc of enriching 
the treasury with the spoils of the poor-box. 

To tell you the truth, my dear sir, I think tlie 
honour of our nation to be somewhat con^ierDed in 
the discl£umer of the proceedings of this society of 
the Old Jewry and the London TaTcm. I have no 
man's proxy. I speak only from myself; when I 
disclaim, as I do with all possible earnestness, all 
communion with the actors in that triumph, or 
with the admirers of it. When I assert any thing 
else, as concerning the people of England, I speak 
from observation, not from authority ; but 1 speak 
from the experience I have had in a pretty exten- 
sive -and mixed communication with the inhabit- 
ants of this kingdo^i, of all descriptions and ranks^ 
and after a course of attentive observation, began 
early in life, and continued for near forty years. I 
have often been astonished, considering that we 
are divided from you but by a slender dike of about 
twenty-four miles, and that the mutual intercourse 
between the two countries has lately been very 
great, to find how little you seem to know of us. I 
suspect that this is owing to your forming a judg- 
ment of this nation from certain pablications, which 
do, very erroneously, if they do at all, represent 
the opinions and dispositions generally prevalent in 
England. The vanity, restlessness, petulance, and 
spirit of intrigue of several petty cabals, who at- 
tempt to hide theii' total want of consequence in 
bustle and noise and puffing, and mutual quotation 
of each other, makes you imagine that our con- 
temptuous neglect of their abilities is a mark of 
general acquiescence in their opinions. No such 
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thing, I assure you. Because half a dozen grass- 
hoppers under a fern make the field ring with their 
importunate chinlc, whilst thousands of great cattle, 
reposed beneath the shadow of the British oak, 
chew the cad and are silent, pray do not imagine, 
that those who makje the noise are the only inhabit- 
ants of the field ; that of coarse there are many in 
number ; or that, after all, they are other than the 
little shrivelled, meagre, hopping, though loud and 
troublesome, insects of the hour. 

I almost venture to aflSrm, that not one in a hun- 
dred amongst us participates in the triumph of the 
Revolution Society. If the king and queen of 
France, and their children, were to fall into our 
hands by the chance of war, in the most acrimo- 
nious of all hostilities (I deprecate such hostility) 
they would be treated with another sort of tri- 
umphal entry into London. We formerly have had 
a king of France in that situation ; you have read 
how be was treated by the victor in the field ; and 
in wh^t manner he was afterwards received in 
England. Four hundred years have gone over us ; 
bat I believe we are not materially changed since 
that period. Thanks to our sullen resistance to 
innovation, thanks to the cold sluggishness of oar 
national character, we still bear the stamp of our 
forefathers. We have not, as I conceive, lost the 
generosity and dignity of thinking of the fourteenth 
century; nor as yet have we subtilized ourselves 
into savages. We are not the converts of Rous- 
seau; we are not the disciples of Volt£ure; Hel- 
vetius has made no progress amongst us. Atheists 
are not onr preachers; madmen are not our law- 
givers. We know that we have made no discove* 
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ries, and we think that no discoveries are t( 

made, in morality ; uor many in the great pri 

pies of government, uor in the ideas of Ubi 

which were understood, long before we were b 

altogether as well as they will be after the g 

has heaped its mould upon our presumption, 

the silent tomb shall hare imposed its law os 

pert loquacity. In England we have not yet 

completely embowelled of our natural entrails 

still feel within us, and we cherish and cultl 

those inbred sentiments which 'are the fai 

giiardians, the active monitors of our duty, 

true supporters of all liberal and manly morals. 

have not been drawn and trussed, in order tha 

may be filled, like stuffed birds in a museum, 

chaff and rags, and paltry blurred shreds of ( 

about the rights of man. We preserve the ¥ 

of our feelings still native and entire, uiisop] 

cated by pedantry and infidelity. We hare 

hearts of fiesh and, blood beating Is our bo8 

We fear God ; we look up with awe to kings ; 

affection to parliaments ; with duty to magistr; 

with reverence to priests ; and with respect t 

bility.* Why? Because when such idea? 

• The English are, I conceive, misrepresented in * 
published in one of the papers, by a gentleman thoui 
be a flissenting minister. When writing to Dr. Price < 
spirit which prevails at Paris, he says, *< The spirit < 
]>eople in this place has abolished all the proud distin 
which the king and nobles had usurped in their n 
whether they talk of the king, the noble, or the priest 
whole language is that of the mo$t enlighttned amd.i 
amongst the English." If this gentleman means to c 
the terms enlightened and liberal to. one set of in 
England, it may be true. It is not generally so. 
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brongbt before our minds, it is natural to be so 
affected; because all other feelings are false and 
spurious^ and tend to corrupt our minds, to Titiate 
onr primary morals, to render us unfit for rational 
liberty; and by teaching us a servile, licentious, 
-and abandoned insolence, to be our low sport for a 
few bolydays, to make us perfectly fit for, and justly 
deserving of slavery, through the whole course of 
our lives. • •....) 

Ycm* see,' sir, that in this enlightened, age I am 
bold, enough to confess, that we are generally men 
of untaught -feelings ;* that instead oCcaistlng away 
all bur old prejutUces; we cherish themlu a very 
<^8iderable dq^ree,' and,- to take more shame- to 
(mrselves, we cherish them because they arc preju- 
dices ; aikl the longer -th^y have lalSted, and the 
more generally they have prevailed, the more we 
cherish them. We are afraid to put men to live 
and trade each on -his own pfrivate stock of reason ; 
because we suspect that this stock in each man is 
small, and - that the individuals would do better to 
avail themselves of the general bank and capital of 
nations and of ages. Many of our men of specula- 
tion, instead -of exploding general prejudices, em- 
ploy their sagacity to discover the latent wisdom 
which prevails in them. If they find what they 
ftcVf and they seldom fail ; they think it more wise 
to continue the prejudice, with the reason involved, 
tbjm to cast away the coat of prejudice, aud to 
leave nothing but the naked reason ; because pre- 
jadibe, with its reason, has a motive to give action 
to that reason, and an affection which will give it 
permanence^ Prejudice is of ready application i« 

VOL. I. Q 
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tbe emergency; it previously engages tbe mind io 
a steady cooriie of wisdom and virtue, and does not 
leave the man hesitating in the moment of decisioD, 
sceptical, puzzled, and unresolved. Prejudice ren- 
ders a man's virtue his habit ; and not a series of 
unconnected acts. Through Just prejudice, his 
duty becomes a part of his nature. 

Your literary men, and your ppliticians, and so 
do the whole clan of the enlightened among us, 
essentially differ in these points. They ha\'e no 
respect for the wisdom of others ; but they pay It 
off by a very full measure of confidence in their 
own. With them it is a sufficient motive to de- 
stroy an old scheme of things, because it is an old 
one. As to the new, they are in no sort of fear with 
regard to the duration of a building run up io 
baste ; because duration is no object to those who 
think little or nothing has been done before their 
time, and who place all their hopes in discovery. 
They conceive, very systematically, that all things 
which gi\'e perpetuity are mischievous, and there- 
fore they are at inexpiable war with all establish- 
inents. They think that government may vary like 
modes of dress, and with as little ill effect ; thsit 
^ere needs no principle of attachment, except a 
sense of present conveniency, to any constitution of 
•the state. They always speak as if they were of % 
opinion that there is a singular species of compact M 
between them and their magistrates, which binds 
the magistrate, but which has nothing reciprocal la 
it^ but that the majesty of the people has a right to 
dissolve it without any reason but its will. Their 
attachment to iheir country itself, is Qoly so far as 
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with some of their fleeting projects ; it be- 
euds with that scheme of polity which. &Us 
ih«ir momeutaiy opiniou. 
doctriues, or rather seiitimeDts, seem pre* 
ritb yoor new statesmen. But tbey are 
iffercnt from those on which we have al- 
ed in this coantry, 

it is sometimes given 6nt in FrancCy that 
doing among you is after the example of 
. I beg leave to affirm, that scarcely any 
ue with yon has originated from the prac- 
be prevalent opinions of this people, either 
:t or in the spirit of the proceeding. Let 
that we are as on willing to learn these les- 
m France, as we are sure that we never 
lem to that nation. The cabals here who 
irt of share in your transactions as yet con* 
of a handful of people. If unfortunately 
Intrigues, their sermons, their pt blicatioDS^ 
confidence derived from an expected union 
) counsels and forces of the French nation, 
old draw consideral)le numbers into their 
and in consequence shonld seriously at* 
ly thing here in imitation of what has been 
tb you, the event, I dare venture to pro* 
vill be, that, with some trouble to their 
tbey will soon accomplish their own de* 
w This people refused to change their law 
» ages, from respect to the in&Uibility of 
nd they will not now alter it from a pious 
fiiith in the dogmatism of philosophers; 
be former was armed with the anathema 
ide, and though the latter shonld act with 
and the lamp*lron. 
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Formerly your affairs were your owii conccrtl j 
^i)ly. We felt for them as men ; but we kept aloof v 
from them, because we were not citizens of France^ 1 
But when we see the model held up to ourselves, | 
we niust feel as Euglishmen, ami feeling, we must j 
provide as Englishmen. Your affairs, in spite of '^ 
us, are made a part of our interest ; so far at least 
as to keep at a distance your panacea, or yoor 
plague. If it be a panacea, we do not want it. Wt 
knovy the conseqtiences of unnecessary physic. If '' 
it be a plague, it is such a plague, that the pre- 
cautions of the most severe quarantine ought to be 
cstiablished against it. 

I hear on all hands that a cabal, calling itself 
7)hildsophic, receives the glory of many of the late 
proceedings $ and that their opinions and systettis 
are the true actuating spirit of the whole of them; j 
I have heard of no party in England, literary- or 
political, at any time, known by such a description^ 
It is not With you composed of those men, is it; 
whom the vulgar, in their • blunt, homely styky ji 
commonly call atheist's and infidels? If it be, I ,j 
admit that we too Itave- had writers of that de- !| 
scription, who made some noise in. their day. At 
present they repose in lu.Ktiug^oblivion. Who, borfl i 
within the last forty ycars^ has read one word of j 
Collins, andToland, and l^ndal,. and Chubb, and 
Morgan, and that whole race who called theui- 
selves Freethinkers? Who ' now reslds Bdling' 
broke? Who ever read him through? Ask the? ■ 
booksellers of London what is becotue of 'all thefie ' 
lights of the world, in as- few yearstheir few sue- | 
cessors will go to the family vault ot*f ail the Ca- j 
piilets." But whatever, they .were,- or are, with' ^ 
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6, they were and are wholly uncounected indivi* 
aals. With us they kept tlie common nature of 
leir kind, and were not gregarious. They never 
cted in corps, nor were known as a faction in the 
tate, nor presumed to influence, in that name or 
liaracter, or for the purposes of such a faction, on 
oy of our public concerns. . Whether they ought 
> to exist, and so be permitted to act, is anotlier 
aestion. As such cabals have not existed in Kug- 
ind, so neither has the spirit of them ha;l any 
iflaence in establishing the original frame of our 
[tfiStit^tlQn, or in any one of the several reparii- 
oniS'.and improvements it has ' undergone. The 
rhale '.has':been done under the auspices, and: is 
Hai^mned by the sanctions, of religion and picty« 
lie; whole has emanated from the simplicity of 
or national character, and from a sort of native 
iuoness and directness of understanding, which 
H" a long time characterised those men who have 
Dccesslvely obtained authority amongst us. This 
isposition still remains, at least in the great body. 
f the people. 
We know, and, what is better, we feel inwardly, 
hat religion is the basis of civil society, and the 
ource of all good and of all comfort.* In England 
re are so convinced of this, that there is no rust 

• Sit igitur hoc ab initio persuasum civibus, dominos 
ne omnium rerum ac moderatores, Deos; eaque, que ge- 
KUtur, eorum geri vi, ditione, ac numine ; eosdcnKm^ op- 
ime de genera . liomi'num mereri; et qualis quisque $it, 
tUid agat, quid in se adraittat, qui mente, qui pietate co- 
it religiones, intueri: piorumqueetimpiorumhM)erc ratio- 
cm. His enim rebus imbutA mentes baud sane abhorre- 
nmt ab utiU et a veri gententiik.— Ctc. de Legibus, ii.7» 
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of superstition, with which the accnmnlated ab- 
surdity of the baman mind might hare crusted it 
over in the course of ages, that ninety-nine fai a 
hundred of Ihe people of England would not prefer 
to impiety. We shall never be such fools as to call 
in an enemy to the substance of any system to re- 
move its corruptions, to supply its defects, or to 
perfect its construction. If our religious tenets 
should ei'er want a farther elucidation, we shall 
not call on atheism to explain them. We shall not 
light up our temple from that unhallowed fire. It 
will be illuminated with other lights. It will be 
perfumed with other incense, than the infectious 
stuff which is imported by the smugglers of t&aU 
terated metaphysics. If our ecdesiastical estabHsh*' 
ment should want a revision, it is not avarice or 
rapacity, public or private, that we shall employ 
for the audit, or receipt, or application of its con- 
secrated revenue. — ^Violently condemning neither 
the Greek nor the Arminian, nor, since heats are 
subsided , the Roman system of religion, we pre* 
fer the Protestant; not because we thinlc it has 
less of the Christian in it, but because, in enr 
judgment, it has more. — We are Protestants^ not 
from indifference, but from zeal. 

We know, and it is our pride to know, that maa 
is by his constitution a religious animal; that 
atheism is against, not only our reason, but our in- 
stincts; and that it cannot prerail long. But if; 
iu the moment of riot, and in a drunken deHrinm 
from the hot spirit drawn out of the alembic Of 
hell, which in France is now so furiously boiling, 
we should uncover our nakedness by throwing oiSf 
that Christian religion which has hitherto been our 
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nd comfort, and one great source of civUi- 
amongst us, and among many other nations, 
I apprehensive (being well aware that the 
rill not eiidnre a void) that some uncoath, 
0119, and degrading superstition might take 
fit. 

that reason, before we take from our esta- 
ent the natural human means of estimation, 
« it up to contempt, as you have done, and 
git have incurred the penalties yon well de- 
) sufllbr, we desire that some other may be 
:ed to us in the place of it. We shall then 
ar judgment. 

bene ideas, instead of quarrelling with esta- 
ents, as some do, who have made a philo- 
ind a religion of their hostility to such insti- 
, we cleave closely to them. We are re* 

to keep an established church, an esta- 
'. monarchy, an establiiihed aristocracy, and 
iblished democracy, each in the degree It 

and iu no greater. I shall show you pre- 
liow much of each of these we possess. 
18 been the misfortune (not as these ^ntle- 
link it, the glory) of this age, that every 
8 to be discussed, as if the constitution df 
intry were to be always a subject rather of 
tion than enjoyment. For this reason, as 

for the satisfaction of those among you, (if 
ch you have among you) who may wish to 
if examples, I venture to trouble you with a 
Mights upon each of these establishments. I 

think they were unwise in ancient Rome, 
irhen they wished to new-model their law». 
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sjent commissMMiers to cxamiue the best const!*' 
tuted republics vntfain their reach. 
. First, I beg leave to speak of our church esta- 
blishment, which is the first of onr prejudices, not 
a prejudice destitute of reason, but involving in it 
profound and extensive wisdom. I speaic of it first- 
It is first, and'last, and midst in our minds. For, 
talking ground on that religious system, of which' 
we are now in possession, we continue to act on 
the early received, and uniformly continued sense 
of mankind. That sense not only^ like a wise 
architect, hath built up the august fabric of states^ 
but like a provident proprietor, to preserve the 
structurc from profanation and ruin, as a sacred 
temple, purged from all the impurities of frauds 
and violence, and injustice, and tyranny, hath:so« 
lemnly and for ever consecrated the commonj^v^alth, 
and all that oflSciate in it. lliis consecration lis 
made, that all who administer in the government 
of men, in which they stand in the person of God 
himself, should have high and worthy notions of 
their function and destination ; that their hope 
should be full of immortality ; that they should not 
look to the. paltry pelf of the moment, nor to. the 
temporary and transient praise of the vulgar, but 
to a solid, permanent existence, in the permanent 
part of tli^ir. nature, and to a permanent fame and 
glory, , in the example they leave as a rich inherit- 

anceJto^the5.wprlri. r' • : • 

r Suc^^ubUme principles ought to be infused into 
persons of exalted . situations ; and religious esta- 
bUshments provided; that. may continually revive 
and enforce them. Every sort of moral^' every sort 
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of civil, every sort of politic iDstitution, aiding the 

rational and natural ties that connect the huinan 

understanding and affections to the divine, are not 

more than necessary, in order to build up that 

wonderful structure, Man, whose prerogative it £s, 

to be in a great degree a creature of his oWn 

making;, and who, when made as he ought to bb 

made, is destined to hold no trivial place in thb 

creation. But whenever man is put over men, as 

the better nature ought ever to preside in that cifuse 

more particularly, he should as nearly as possible 

<be approximated to his perfection. - 

* The consecration of the state, by a state religious 

establishment, is necessary also to operate with a 

•wholesome awe upon free citizens; because, in 

order to secure their freedom, they must enjoy 

some determinate portion of power. To them ther^- 

'fbre a religion connected with the state, and with 

their duty towards it, becomes even more nec'61^- 

asry than in such societies, where the people, l/y 

the terms of their subjection, are confined to privafe 

^ntiments, and the management of their own faf- 

mily concerns. All persons possessing any pQrtioti 

of power ought to be strongly and awfully im- 

pressed with an idea that they act in trust; and 

that they are to accouqt for theii* conduct in that 

trust to the one great Master^ Author and Founder 

of society. 

This principle ought even to he more strongly 
impressed upon the minds of those who compose 
the collective sovereignty than upon those of sib'gie 
princes. Without instruments, these princes t^ 
do nothhig. Whoever uses instruments, in findiiig 

o2 
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helps, finds also impedimeuts. Their power if 
tbei-efore by no means complete ; nor are they safe 
in extreme abuse. Such persons, however elevated 
by flattery, arrogance, and self- opinion, must be 
sensible that, whether covered or not by positive 
law, in some way or other they are accountable 
even here for the abuse of their trust. If they are 
not cut off by a rebellion of their people, they may 
be strangled by the very janissaries kept for their 
security against all. other rebellion. Thus we hafe 
seen the king of Fiance sold by his soldiers for an 
Increase, of pay. But where popular authority is 
absolute and unrestrained, the people have an in- 
finitely greater, because a far better founded confi- 
dence in their own power. They are themselves, 
in a great measure, their own instruments. Tli^ 
are nearer to their objects. Besides, they are leas 
under respon.sibility to one of the greatest con^ 
trolling powers on earth, the sense of fame and 
estimation. The share of infamy that is likely to 
fyXl to the lot of each individual in public acts, is 
small indeed ;. the operation of opinion being in the 
Inverse ratio to the number of those who abuse 
power. Tbdr own approbation of their own acts 
has to them the appearance of a public judgment in 
their favour. A perfect democracy is therefore the 
most shameless thing in the world. As it is the 
most shameless, it is also the most fearless. No 
man apprehends in his person he can be made sub- 
ject to punishment. Certmnly the people at larff 
never ought : for as all punishments are for ex- 
ample towards the conservation of the people at 
large, the people at large can never become the 
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isbject of pBDisbmeot bj an? hnmao band.* It is 
tbovfore of infiuite importaiice tbat tbcf 8bo«ld 
not be soffered to imagine that tbeir will, anj more 
than that €fi kings, is the standard of right and 
wrong. Tbcf ooght to be persuaded that they aie 
fall as little entitled, and far less qualified, ivhh 
safety to themselves, to use any arbitrary power 
whatsoever; that therefore they are not, under a 
fobe show of liberty, bat, in truth, to exercise an 
onnatural inverted domination, tyrannically to ex- 
act, from those who oflfeiate in the state, not an 
entire derotion to their interest, which is their 
right, hut an abject submission to their occasional 
u^ ; extinguishing thereby, in all those who senre 
them, all moral principle, all sense of dignity, all 
use of judgment, and all consistency of character ; 
whilst by the very same process they gire thett* 
adres up a proper, a suitable, but a most con- 
temptible prey to the servile ambition of popular 
sycophants or courtly flatterers. 

When the people have emptied themselves of all 
the lust of selfish will, which without religion U is 
utterly impo:aible they ever should ; when they are 
eoQsctoos that they exercise, and exercise perhaps 
in a higher link of the order of delegation, the 
power, which to be legitimate must be according to 
that eternal immutable law, in which will and rev 
son are the same, they will be move careful how 
they place power in base and incapable hands. In 
their nomination to office, they will not appoint to 
the exercise of authority, as to a pitiful Job, bat 
as to a holy function ; not according to their sordid 

• IJuleqmid mnltis peeeator iiraltum. 
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sjelfi^h interest, nor to their wanton caprice, obr 
to their arbitrary will; but. they will confer that 
power, which any man may well tremble to give or 
to. receive, on those only in whom they may dis- 
cern that predominant proportion of active virtue 
and wisdom, taken together and fitted to the charge, 
such as, in the great and inevitable mixed mass of 
human imperfection and infirmities, is to be fonnd. 

When they are habitually convinced that no evil 
can be acceptable, either in the act or the permis- 
sion, to him whose essence is good, they will be 
better able to extirpate out of the minds of all 
magistrates, civil, ecclesiastical, or. military, any 
thin^ that bears the least resemblance to a proud 
and lawless domination. 

. But one of the first and most leading principles • 
on which the commonwealth and the laws are con- 
secrated, is lest the temporary possessors and life- 
renters in it, unmindful of what they have received 
from their ancestors, or what is due to their poste- 
rity, should act as if they were the entire masters ; 
that they should not think it amongst their rights 
to cut off the entail, or commit vni^tc on. the in- 
heritance, by destroying at their j^easnre the whole 
original fabric of their society^; hacardhig to kave 
to those who come after them, a ruin instead of a 
habitation, and teaching these successors as little 
to respect . their contrivances, as they had them* 
selves respected the institutions of their forefathers. 
By this unprincipled facility of changing the state 
83. often, and as much, and in as many ways as 
there are floating fancies or fashions, the whole 
chain and continuity of the commonwealth would 
be broken. No one generation could link with the 
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other. Men would become little better than the 
flies of a summer. 

And first of all, the science of jurisprudence, the 
pride of the human intellect, which, with all its 
defects, redundancies, and errors, is the collected 
reason of ages, combining the principles of original 
justice with the infinite variety of human concerns, 
as a heap of old exploded errors, would be no 
longer studied. Personal self-sufficiency and arro- 
gance, the certain attendants upon all those who 
have never experienced a wisdom greater than their 
own, would usurp the tribunal. Qf course, no 
certain laws, establishing invariable grounds of 
hope and fear, would keep the actions of men in a 
certain course, or direct them to a certain end ; 
nothing stable in the modes of holding property, 
or exercising function, could form a solid ground 
oo which any parent could speculate in the educa- 
tion of his offspring, or in a choice for their future 
establishment in the world. No piiuciples would 
be early worked into the habits. As soon as the 
most able instructor had completed his laborious 
course of institution, instead of sending foith his 
pupil, accomplished in a virtuous discipline, fitted 
to-procure him attention and respect in his place in 
society, he would find evei7 thing altered, and that 
he had turned out a poor creature to the contempt 
and derision of the world, ignorant of the true 
groends of estimation. Who would ensure a ten- 
^r and delicate sense of honour to beat almost 
with the first pulses of the heart, when no man 
could know what would be the test of honour in a 
nation, continually varying the standard of its coin ? 
No part of life would retain its acquisitions. Bar^ 
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barism with regard to science and literature, un- 
skilfulness with regard to arts and mauufuctnres, 
would infallibly succeed to the want of a steady 
edncation and settled principle ; and thus the com- 
monwealth itself would, in a few generations^ 
crumble away, be disconnected into the dust and 
powder of individuality, and at length dispersed to 
all the winds of heaven. 

To avoid therefore the evils of inconstancy and 
Nversatility, ten thousand times worse than those 
of obstinacy and the blindest prejudice, we have 
consecrated the state, that no man should approach 
to look into defects or corruptions but with due 
caution ; that he should never dream of beginnifig 
its reformation by its subversion ; that he should 
approach to the faults of the state as to the woundis 
of a father, with pious awe and trembling solicit 
tade. By this wise prejudice we are taught to look 
with horror on those children of their country who 
are prompted rashly to hack that aged parent in 
pieces, and put him into the kettle of magicians, 
in hopes that by their poisonous weeds and wild 
incantations, they may regenerate the paternal con- 
stitution, and renovate their father's life. 

Society is indeed a contract. Subordinate con- 
tracts for objects of mere occasional interest may be 
dissolved at pleasure — but the state ought not to be 
considered as nothing better than a partnership 
agreement in a trade of pepper and coffee, calico or 
tobacco, or some other snch low concern, to be 
taken up for a little temporary interest, and to be 
dissolved by the fancy of the parties. It is to be 
looked on with other reverence; because it is not 
A partnership \n things subservient only to the grosi 
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animal existence of a temporary and perishable ua- 
ture : it is a partnership in all science ; a partner- 
ship in all art ; a partnership in every virtue, and 
in all perfection. As the ends of such a partner- 
ship cauuot be obtained in uiany generations^ it 
becomes a partnership not only between those who 
are living, but between those who are dead, and. 
those who are to be born. Each contract of each 
particular state is but a clause in the great primaeval 
contract of eternal society, linking the lower with 
the higher natures, connecting the visible and in- 
visible world, according to a fixed compact sanc- 
tioned by the inviolable oath which holds all physi- 
cal and all moral natures, each in their appointed 
place. This law is not subject to the will of those^ 
who, by an obligation above them, and infinitely su- 
perior, are bound to submit their will to that law. 
The municipal corporations of that universal king- 
dom are not morally at liberty, at their pleasure, 
and on their speculations of a contingent improve- 
ment, wholly to separate and tear asunder the 
bands of their subordinate community, and to dis- 
solve it into an unsocial, uncivil, unconnected chaos 
of elementary principles.- It is the first and su- 
preme necessity only, a necessity that is not chosen 
but chooses, a necessity paramount to deliberation, 
that admits no discussion, and demands no evi- 
. dence, which alone can justify a resort to anarchy. 
This necessity is no exception to the rule ; because 
this necessity itself is a part too of that moral and 
physical disposition of things to which man must 
be obedient by consent or force ; but if that which 
is only submission to necessity should be made the 
olject of choicej; the law is broken^ nature is dis- 



136 BURK£*S REFLECTIONS. 

obeyed, and the rebellious are outlawed, cast forthj, 
and exiled, from this world of reason, and order, 
and peace, and virtne, and fruitful penitence, into 
the antagonist world of madness, discord, rice, con- 
fusion, and unavailing sorrow. 

These, my dear sir, are, were, and I think long 
will be, the sentiments of not the least learned and 
reflecting part of this kingdom, lliey who are in- 
cluded in this description, form their opinions on 
such grounds as such persons ought to form them. 
Ilie less inquiring receive them from an authority 
which those whom Providence dooms ^to live on 
trust need not be ashamed to rely on. These two 
sorts of men move in the same direction, though in 
a different place. They both move with the oi*der 
of the universe. They all know or feel this great 
ancient truth : Quod ilti prindpi et priBpotenti De9 
qui omnem hunc mundum regit, nihil eorum qucs 
quidemfiant in terris acceptius quam concilia et 
costtts homimum jure sociati, qua civitates appettan- 
tur. They take this tenet of the head and heart, 
not from the great name which it immediately 
bears, nor from the greater from whence it is de- 
rived; but from that which alone can give true 
weight and sanction to any learned opinion, the 
common nature and common relation of men. 
Persuaded that all things ought to be done with re- 
ference, and refeiTing all to the point of reference 
to which aU should be directed, they think them- 
selves bound, not only as individuals in the sanctu- 
ary of the heart, or as congregated in that personal 
capacity, to renew the memory of their high origin 
and cast ; but also in their corporate character to 
peTfoxj& their national homage to the lustitutor,, 
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md Author, and Protector of civil society; withont 
ivhich civil society, man could not, by any possibility, 
irrive at the perfection of which his nature is ca- 
pable, nor even make a remote and faint approach 
to it. They conceive that he who gave our nature 
to be perfected by our virtue, willed also the neces- 
sary means of its perfection— he willed, therefore, 
the state — ^he willed its connection with the source 
and original archetype of aU perfection. They who 
are convinced of this his will, which is the law of 
laws and the sovereign of sovereigns, cannot think 
it reprehensible, that this our corporate fealty and 
homage, that this our recognition of a signiory pa*' 
ramount, I had almost said this oblation of the state 
itself, as a worthy offering on the high altar of uni- 
versal praise, should be performed, as all public 
aolemni acts are performed, in buildings, in music, 
in deQoration, in :si>eech, in the dignity of persons, 
according to the customs of mankind, taught by 
their nature ; that is, with modest splendor, with 
unassuming state, with mild majesty, and sober 
pomp. For those purposes they think some part of 
the wealth of the country is as usefuUy employed as 
it can be, in fomenting the luxury of individuals. 
It is the public ornament. It is the public consola- 
tion. It nourishes the public hope. The poorest 
man finds his own importance and dignity in it, 
whilst the wealth and pride of individuals at every 
moment makes the man of humble rank and fortune 
sensible of his inferiority, and degrades and vilifies 
his condition. It is for the man in humble life, and 
ta raise his nature, and to put him in mind of a 
state in which the privilegds of opulence willcease^ 
when he wiU be equal by nature, and may be more 
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than equal by virtae, that this portion of the 
general wealth of his country is employed and 
sanctified. 

I assure yon I do not aim at singnlarity. I give 
you opinions which haire been accepted amongst ns, 
from very early times to this moment, with a con- 
tinned and general approbation, and which, indeed, 
are so worked into my mind, that I am nnable to 
distinguish what I have learned from others from 
the results of my own meditation. 

It is on some such principles that the majority of 
the people of England, far from thinking a kIi* 
gions, national establishment unlawful, hardly 
think it lawful to be without one. In France yoii 
are wholly mistaken, if you do not believe ns, above 
all other things, attached to it, and beyond all other 
nations ; and when this people has acted unwisely 
and nnjustitiably in its favour, as in some instaneeB 
they have done most certainly^ In their very erpM* 
you win at least discover their zeal. 

This principle runs through the whole system of 
their polity. They do not conMder their chnrdi 
establishment as convenient, but as essential to 
their state; not as a thing heterogeneous and sepa* 
raUe; something added for accommodation ; what 
they may either keep up or lay aside, according to 
their temporary ideas of convenience. They eon* 
sider it as the foundation of their whole constitn^ 
tion, with which, and with evety part of whiob, it 
holds an indissoluble union. Church and state are 
ideas inseparable in their minds, and scarcely if 
the one ever mentioned withont mentioning the 
ether. 

Our edocaiion is so formed as to eonfirm attd tat 
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this impression. Our education i$ in a manner 
wholly in the hands of ecclesiastics, and in all stages 
from infancy to manhood. Even wticn our youth, 
leaving schools and ntviversities, enter that moef 
important period of life which begins to link expe- 
rience and study together, and when with that view 
they Tisit other countries ; instead of old domestical 
whom we have seen as governors to principal men 
from other parts, three-tburths of those who gd 
abroad with our young nobility and gentlemen are 
ecclesiastics ; not as austere masters, nor as mere 
followers; but as friends and companions of a 
graver character, and not seldom persons as w^U 
bom as themselves. With them, as relations, they 
most commonly keep up a close connexion through 
life. .By this connexion we conceive that we attach 
01V gentlemen to the church ; and we liberalise the 
church by an intercourse with the leading charae- 
tera of the country. 

So tenacious are we of the old eccleHiastical 
modes and fashions of institution, that veiy little 
alteration has been made in them since the fonri 
teenth or fifteenth century; adhering in this parti-* 
cmlar, as in all things else, to our old settled maxfatt^ 
never entirely nor at once to depart from antiquity. 
We found these old institutions, on the whole, fa- 
vourable to morality and discipline ; and we thought 
they were susceptible of ameudmeut, without alter* 
ing the ground. We thought that they were capable 
of reeeiving and meliorating, and above all of pxt^ 
serving the accessions of science and literature, as 
the order of Providence should successively produce 
them. And after all, with this Gothic and monkisB 
edttcatioD,'(for such it is in the ground* work) We 
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may put in our claim to as ample and as early a 
sbare in all .the improvements in science, in arts, 
and in literature, which have illuminated and 
adorned the modem world, as any other nation in 
Europe : we think one main cause of this improve- 
ment wiis our not despising the patrimony of 
knowledge which was left us by our forefathers. 
; It Is from our attachment to a church establish- 
ment that the English nation did not think it wise 
to entrust that great fundamental interest of the 
whole to what they trust no part of their civil or 
military public service, that is, to the unsteady and 
precarious contribution of individuals. They go 
farther. They certainly never have suffered, and 
never will suffer, the fixed estate of the churqh to 
be converted into a pension, to depend on the trea- 
sury, and to be delayed, withheld, or perhaps to be 
extinguished, by fiscal difficulties; which difficul- 
ties may sometimes be pretended for political pur- 
poses, and are, in fact, often brought on by the 
extravagance, negligence, and rapacity of politi- 
cians. The people of England think that they have 
constitutional motives, as well as religious, against 
any project of turning their independent clergy into 
ecclesiastical pensioners of state. They tremble 
for their liberty, from the influence of a clergy de- 
pendent on the crown ; they tremble for the public 
tranquillity from the disorders of a factious clergy, 
if it were made to depend upon any other than the 
crown. They, therefore, made their church, like 
their king and their noblilty, independent. 
.^ From the united considerations of religion and 
^ ^onstitutiqnal policy ; fyqv^ (heir opinion of a duty 
tQ iqake a 9ure prof^io^ for the consolation of the 
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feeble and the instruction of the ignorant ; they hare 
incorporated and identified the estate of the church 
witli the mass of private property, of which the 
state is not the proprietor, either for use of 
dooDiiDioD, but the guardian only and the regulator. 
They have ordained that the provision of this esta>i 
hlishment might be as stable as the earth on which 
if Stands, and should not fluctuate with the Euripus 
of funds and actions. 

The men of England, (the men, I mean, of light 
and leading in England) whose wisdom, if they 
have any, is open and direct, would be ashamed, as 
of a silly deceitful trick, to profess any religion id • 
name, which, by their proceedings, they appeared 
to contemn. If, by their conduct, (the only lan- 
guage that rarely lies,) they seemed to regard the 
great ruling principle of the moral and the natural 
world, as a mere invention to keep the vulgar in 
obedience, they apprehend that by such a conduct 
they would defeat the politic purpose they have in 
vie\v. They would find it difiicult to marke others 
to believe in a sj-stem to which they manifestly gave 
na credit themselves. The Christian statesmen of 
this land would, indeed, first provide for the multi- 
tude ; because it is the multitude, and is therefoi'e, 
as such, the first object in the ecclesiastical institu- 
tion/ and in all institutions. They have been 
taught, that the circumstance of the Gospel's bein^ 
preached to' the poor, was one of the great tests of 
its tiTie mission : they think, therefore, that those 
do not believe it who do not take care it should be^- 
pi^ched to the poor. But as they know that 
charity is not confined to any pne description, but 
ought to' apply itself to all men who have wants, 
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they are not deprn-ed of a due and aDxions sensation 
of pity to the distresses of the miserable great, 
tliey are ubt repelled, through a fastidious delicacy, 
at the steuch of their arrogance and presamption, 
from a medicinal attention to their mental blotches 
and running sores. They are sensible, that reli- 
gious instruction is of more consequence to theoi 
than to any others ; from the greatness of the temp* 
tation to which they are exposed ; from the import- 
ant consequences that attend their faults; from 
the contagion of their ill example ; from the neces- 
sity of bowing down the stubborn neck of their 
pride and ambition to the yoke of moderation and 
virtue; from a consideration of the fat stupidity 
and gross ignorance concerning what imports men 
most to know, which prevails at courts, and at the 
head of armies, and in senates^ as much as at the 
loom and in the iield. 

The English people are satisfied, that to the 
great the consolations of religion are as necessary 
as its instructions. They too are among the un- 
happy. They feel personal pain and domestic 
sorrow. In these they have no privilege, bat are 
subject to pay their full contingent to the contriba- 
tions levied on mortality. They want this soverdgtt 
balm under their gnawing cares and anxieties, 
which being less conversant about the limited wants 
of animal life, range without limit, and are diver* 
stfied by infinite combinations in the wild and un- 
bounded regions of imagination. Some charitable 
dole is wanting to these, our often very unhappy 
brethren, to fill the gloomy void that reign^ iu 
minds which have nothing on earth to hope or 
fears something to relieve in the killing languor 
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aod over-laboured lassitude of tho$e who have no- 
thing to do; something to excite an appetite to 
existence in the pallid satiety which attends on all 
pleasures which may be bought, where nature is 
not left to her own process, where even desire is 
anticipated, and, therefore, fruition defeated by 
meditated schemes and contrivances of delight; 
and no interval, no obstacle, is interposed between 
the wish and the accomplishment. 

The people of England know how little in- 
fluence the teachers of religion are likely to have * 
with the wealthy and powerful of long Btanding, 
and how much less with the newly fortunate, if 
they appear in a manner no way assorted to those 
with whom they must associate, aud over whom 
they must even exercise, in some cases, something 
like an authority. What must they think of that 
body of teachers, if they see it in no part above the 
establishment of their domestic servants ? If the 
poverty were voluntary, there might be some dif- 
ference. Strong instances of self-denial operate 
powerfully on our muids ; and a man who has no 
wants has obtained great freedom aud firmness, and 
even dignity. But as the mass of any descriptioii 
of men are but men, and their poverty cannot be 
voluntary, that disicspect which attends upon all 
lay poverty will not depart from the ecclesiastical. 
Our provident constitution has, therefore, taken 
care that those who are to instruct presumptuous, 
ignorance, those who are to be censors over insolent 
vice, should neither incur their contempt, nor live 
npon their alms ; nor will it tempt the rich to a 
neglect of the true medicine of their minds. For 
these reasons, whilst we provide first for the poor^ 
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and with a parcntnl solicitude ; we hare noI 
gated religion (libe Eotneihing we nere aiham 
show] to obacnre manicipaliliei or nutic vil 
No '. we will have her to esalt her mitred tn 
roarts and parliameuls i we will have her i| 
throu)(hout Ihe whole tnnsa of life, atid-bh 
with all the classes of aociety. The people of 
land will show to Ihe haaght; potentates b 
world, and to their talking sophitters, that a 
a gcnerouH, an informed nation, honours ibe 
magistrates nf ils charchi (hat it will notsntfi 
insoleuce of wealth and titles, or auy other s| 
□f prood pretention, to look down with scum 
what they look up to with reverence, nor pre 
to trample on that acquired personal not 
which titf intend always to be, and which of 
the fruit, not (he reward (for ivhat can be 11 
ward') oflcamins, pieij, and virtue. The 
see, wilTiout pain or grudging, an arcbbisho] 
cede a duke. I'heycan see a bishop of Darha 
a bisliop of Winchester, in possession of tea 
liaud pounds a year ; and cannot coiiceire wh] 
4n worse hands than estates to the like amoi 
the hands of this earl or that squire ; alEhoi 
may be true, that so many dogs and hortet ai 
keiit by the former, and fed with the vicluals ' 
ought to nouriiih the children of the people, 
true, the whole church reTenue is not alwa^ 
ployed, and to erery shilling, in charity, )ior 
haps, ought it ; but something is 'generally s 
plOySd.' It Is better to chei-ish'Tlrlne andli 
nity, by tearing' much' to' fr^e'will^eren with 
lo9S to the object, than In attempt 10 maki 
mere machitaes and iDttraments of a poUtici 
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nevolence. The world on the whole will gain by 
liberty, without which virtue cannot exist. 

When once the commonwealth has established 
the estates of the charch as property, it can, coq- 
^stently, hear nothing of the more or the less. 
Too miicfa and too little are treason agsunst pro- 
perty. What evil can arise from the quantity in 
any band, whilst the supreme authority has the 
fully Boveraign superintendence over this, as over all 
property, to prevent every species of abuse; and 
whenever it notably deviates, to give to it a direc- 
tion agreeable to the purposes of its institution ? 

In Euglaud, most of us conceive that it is envy 
and malignity towards those who are often the be- 
ginners of their own fortune, and not a love of the 
sell-denial and mortification of the ancient church, 
that makes some look askance at the distinctions, 
and honours, and revenues, which, taken from no 
person, are set apart /or virtue. The ears of the 
people, of England are distinguishing. They hear 
these men speak broad. Their tongue betrays 
thsm. Their language is in' the pato» of fraud; 
in the cant and gibberish of hypocrisy. The people 
of England must think so, when these praters aflfect 
to carry back the clergy to that primitive evangelic 
poverty, which, in the spirit, ought always to exist 
in them, (and in us too, however we may like it,) 
but In the thing must be varied, when the relation 
of that body to the state is altered ; when manners, 
whmi modes of life, when, indeed, the whole order 
of human affiiirs, has undergone a total revolution. 
We shall believe those reformers to be then honest 
enthusiasts, not, as now we think them, cheats and 
deceivers, when we see them throwing their own 
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goods into conimoDy and flubraUting their own 
persons to the anstere disdpliiie of the early 
chuiich. 

With these Ideas rooted in their iniodsy the 
commons of- Great Britun, in the national emer- 
gencies, will never seek their resonrce from the 
confiscation of the estates of the church and poor. 
Sacrilege and proscription are not among the ways 
and means in our committee of supply. The Jelvs 
in 'Change- alley have not yet daied to hint their 
hopes of a mortgage on the revenues belonging to 
the see of Canterbury. I am not afr^ ^at I shall 
be disavowed, when I assure you that there is not 
one public man in this kingdom, whom yon wdvM 
wish to quote ; no, not one of any party or doeiip- 
tion, who does not reprobate the diriiooesty pedfi- 
dious, and cruel confiscation which theNaiUeMl 
Assembly haA been eompelled to make of that pro- 
perty which it was their first duty to protect. 

It is with the exultation of a Httle natundprldi! 
I tell you^ that those amongst us who haare wished 
to pledge the societies of Paris In the cup of their 
abominations, have been disappointed. The rob- 
bery of your churdi has proved a security to the 
possessions of ours. It has roused the people. 
They see jivith horror and alarm that euormpaii and 
shameless act of proscription; It has opened and 
will niore and more open their eyes upon the selfish 
^largement of mind, and the narrow liberaUty of 
sentiment of insidious men, which, commeodai ^ 
close hypocrisy and fraud, have ended In open vk>- 
lence and rapine. At home we behold almilar be- 
ginnings. We are on our guard against similar 
coifdasions. 
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I hope we shall never be so totally lost to all 
iBMe of the duties imposed upon as by the law of 
xnal onion, as, npon any pretext of pablic sendee, 
» confacatr the goods of a single vnolfendingcltiKD. 
Hio hot a tyrant (a name ezpressiFe of eTery tblsg 
hich can ritlate and degrade haman nature) could 
dnk of seizing on the property of men, nnaccnuri, 
Dbeard, nntried, by whole descriptions, by han- 
reds and thoasands together? Who that had 
m lost every trace of humanity conld thinlc of cast- 
ig down men of exalted rank and sacred fnnctios, 
Rne of them of an age to call at once for rererence 
id oompasrion, of casting them down from the 
igbest situation in the commonwealth. Wherein 
iCf were maintained by their own landed pro- 
sriy, to a state of indigence, depression, and oon- 
Mpt? 

Tlie oonfiscators truly have made some allowance 
I th^ victims from the scraps and fragments of 
idr own tables, from which they have been so 
irshlj driven, and which have been so bountifiUly 
vead for a feast to the harpies of usury. But to 
rive Bien from independence to live on alms is 
self great cruelty. That which might be a tole- 
lUe condition to men in one state of life, and not 
riittrntted to other things, may, when all these 
ftmiKtances are altered, be a dreadful revcdntion, 
id one to which a virtuous mind would feel pain 
t ooodemning any gidlt, except that which would 
■nmd the life of the offender. But to many minds 
dt punishment of degradation and infemy is worse 
tan death* Undoubtedly it is an infinite aggrava- 
OB of this cruel suflering, that the persons who 
ere tanght a double prejudice in fevoonof religion. 
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by education and by tbe place they held in the ad* 
ministration of its fonctions, are to receive the 
remnants of thdr property as alms from the pro- 
fane and impious hands of those who had plundered 
them of all the rest; to receive, not from the du^ 
rltable contributions of the fsuthful, bat from the 
insolent tenderness of known and avowed atheismi 
the maintenance of religion, measured out to theq 
on the standard of the contempt in which it is hdd; 
and for the purpose of rendering those who receive 
the allowance vile and of no estimation in the eyes 
of mankind. 

But this act of seizure of property, it seems, is a 
judgment in law, and not a confiscation. They 
bare, it seems, found out in the academies of the 
Palais Royale and the Jacobins, that certiun men 
had no right to the posscHsious which they held 
under law, usage, the decisions of courts, and tbe 
accumulated prescription of a thousand years. They 
say that ecclesiastics are fictitious persons, crea« 
tures of the state, whom at pleasure they may de- 
stroy, and of course limit and modify in every par- 
ticular; that the goods they possess are not properly 
theirs, but belong to the state which created the 
fiction; and we are therefore not to trouble our- 
selves with what they may suffer in their natural 
fedin|;s and natural persons, on account of what it 
done towards them in this their constructive cha- 
racter. Of what import is it, under what names 
you injure men, and deprive them of the just emo- 
Imnents of a profesuon, in which they were not 
only permitted, but encouraged by the state to 
engage; and upon the supposed certainty of whidi 
emoluments they had formed the plan of their 
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lives, coDtracted debts, and led multitudes to an 
entire dependence upon them ? 

You do not imagine, sir, that I am going to 
compliment this miserable distinction of persons 
with any long discussion. The arguments of ty- 
ranny are as contemptible as its force is dreadfU. 
Had not your confiscators, by their early crimes, 
obtained a power which secures indemnity to all 
the crimes of which they have since been guilty, or 
that they can commit, it is not the syllogism of the 
logician, but the lash of the executioner that would 
have reftited a sophistry which becomes an accom- 
plice of theft and murder. The sophistic tyrants of 
Paris are loud in their declamations ag^nst the de- 
parted regal tyrants who, in former ages, have 
vexed the world. They are thus bold, because they 
-are safe from the dungeons and iron cages of their 
old masters. Shall we be more tender of the ty- 
rants of our own time, when we see them acting 
worse tragedies under our eyes ? Shall we not use 
the same liberty that they do, when we c^n use it 
with the same safety ? when to speals honest truth 
only requires a contempt of the opinions of those 
whose actions we abhor ? 

This outrage on all the rights of property was at 
first covered with what, on the system of their con- 
duct, was the most astonishing of all pretexts-^ a 
regard to national faith. The enemies to property 
at first pretended a most tender, delicate, and 
scrupulous anxiety for keeping the Icing's engage- 
ments with the public creditor. These professors 
of the rights of men are so busy in teaching others, 
that they have not leisure to learn any thing them- 
selves, otherwise they would have known that it U 
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to the property of the citizeu^ and not to the de- 
mands of the creditor of the state, that the first 
and original faith of civil society is pledged. Hie 
daiqi of the citizen is prior in time, paramonnt la 
title, superior in equity. The fortunes of indtri<> 
duals, whether possessed hy acquisition, or hy de* 
scent, or in virtue of a participation in the goods 
of some conmiunity, were no part of the creditor's 
security, expressed or implied. They never se 
much as entered into his head when he made his 
bargain. He well l^new that the public, whether 
represented by a monarch or by a senate, can 
pledge nothing but the public estate; and it caa 
have no public estate, except in what it derives 
^m a just and proportioned imposition upon the 
citizens at large, lliis was engaged, and nothing 
else could be engaged, to the public creditor. No 
man can mortgage hia injustice as a pawn for his 
fidelity. 

It is impossible to avoid some observation on the 
contradictions caused by the extreme rigour and 
the extreme laxity of the new public fdth, whidi 
influenced in this transaction, and which influenced) 
not according to the nature of the obligation, but 
to tlie description of the persons to whom it was 
engaged. No acts of the old government of the 
kings of France are held valid in the National 
Assembly, except its pecuniary engagements ; acts 
of all others of the most ambiguous legality. The 
rest of the acts of that royal government are consi* 
dered in so odious a light, that to have a cifdm !m»> 
der its authority is looked on as a soit of orime. A 
pension, given as a reward for service to the itale^ 
h sorely as good a ground of property atlMiji 
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rity for money advanced to the state. It is a better; 
for money is paid, and well paid, to obtfdn that ser- 
▼ice. We have, however, seen multitudes of peo» 
pie undecthis description in France^ who never had 
been deprived of their aUowanoes by the most aaM^ 
trary ministers in the most arbitrary times, by thb 
anembly of the rights of men, robbed withoat 
mercy* They were told, in answer to their daim %$ 
the bread earned with their blood, that their ser* 
vices liad not been rendered to the country that now 
exists. 

This kudty of public fiiith is not coofiaed to those 
unfortunate persons. The assembly, with perfeit 
consistency it must be owned, is engaged in a re-> 
spectable deliberation how Uac it is bound by the 
tfeaties made mth other nations under the former 
government, and their committee is to report whidi 
of them they ought to radfy, and which not. By 
this means they have put the external fidelity of 
this virgin state on a par with its intemaL 

It Is not easy to conceive upon what rational 
principle the royal government should not, of tht 
two, rather have possessed the power of rewardhig 
sendee, and malting treaties, in virtue of its prero- 
gative, than that of pledging to creditors the reve- 
nue of tlie state actual and possible. The treasure 
of the nation, of all things, has been the least al* 
lowed to the prerogative of the Icing of France, or 
to the prerogative of any king in Europe. To 
mortgage the pnlilic revenue implies the sovereign 
dominion, in the fullest sense, over the public 
purse. It goes far beyond the trust even of a tern* 
porary and occasional taxation. The acts, howevwi 
of that dangerons power (the distinctive mark at a 
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boundless despotism) have been aloue held sacred. 
.Wheuce arose this preference given by a democratic 
assembly to a body of property deririnir Its title 
fr(mi the most critical and obnoxions of all the ez- 
ertjions of monarchical authority? Reason caa 
famish nothing to reconcile inconsistency ; nor eao 
partial favour be accounted for upon equitable 
principles. But the contradiction and partiafity 
which admit no justification, are not the less tnth* 
out: ao adequate .cause; and that cause I do not > 
think it difficult to discover. 
' By the vast debt of France a great monied interest 
:had insensibly grown up, and with it a great power. 
By the ancient usages which previuled in that Ising- 
dom, the general circulation of property, and in 
particular the mutual convertibility of land into 
money, and of money into land, had always been a 
matter of difficulty. Family settlements, rather 
moi'e general and more strict than they are in Eng- 
land, the jw retractus, the great mass of landed 
property held by the crown, and by a maxim of the 
French law held unalienaUy — the vast estates of the 
ecclesiastic corporations,— -all these had kept the 
landed and monied interests more separated in 
Prance, less miscible, and the owners of the two 
distinct species of property not so well disposed to 
each other, as they are in this counti^. 

The monied property was long looked on with 
rather an evil eye by the people. They saw it con* 
necte^ with their distresses, and aggravating them. 
It was no less envied by the old lauded interests, 
partly for the same reasons that rendered it obr 
noxious to the people, but much more so as it 
eclipsed, by the splendor of an ostentations Inzoryi 
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meadoired pedigrees and naked tUksof sere- 
MBODg the nobility. . Even wbes tbe BobiUity, 
ch represented the BMire permanetit landed in- 
isty united themaehres by marriage (which sotne- 
les was the case) with the other description, the 
attfa which saved the fiamily from ruin, was sop- 
sed to contaminate and degrade it. Tims the 
tmities and heart-bnmings of these parties were 
inneased even by the usual means by which discord 
• made to cease, and quarrels are turned into 
fiendship. In the mean time, the pride of the 
fealthy men, not noUe or newly noble, increased 
jvith its cause. They felt with resentment an in- 
feriority, the grounds of which they did not ac- 
knowledge. There was no measure to which they 
were not willing to lend themselves, in order to be 
revenged of the outrages of this rival pride, and to 
exalt their wealth to what they considered as its 
natural rank and. estimation. They struck at the 
nobility through the crown and the church. They 
attack^ them particularly on the side on which 
they thought them the most vulnerable, that is, the 
possessions of the church, which, through the pa- 
tronage of the crown, generally devolved upon the 
nobility. The bishoprics, and tbe great con)meBh> 
datory abbeys, were, with few exceptions^ held by 
that order. 

In this state of real, though not always perceived 
warfore between the noble ancient landed interest, 
and the new monied interest, the greatest, becante 
the most applicable strength, was in the hands of 
the latter. The monied interest is in its nature 
more ready for any adventure, and its possessors 
jDore dlspoaed to new enterprises of any kind. 

. h2 
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Being of a recent acqaisition, it falls in more na* 
tnrally with any novelties. It is therefore the lund 
of wealth whScfa will be resorted to hy all who wish 
lor change. 

Along with the monied interest, a new deserlp« 
tion of men had grown np, with whom that interest 
•oon formed a dose and marked union ; I mean the 
political men of letters. Men of letters, fond of 
dlstingoisMng themselves, are rarely arene to ia- 
fiovatlon. Since the decline of the life and great* 
Hess of Lonis the Fonrteenth, they were not lo 
nnich cnltivated either by him, or by the regent, 
jOT the successors to the crown ; nor were they en- 
gaged to the court by favours and emoluments lo 
systematically as during the splendid period of that 
ostentatious and not impolitic reign. What they lost 
in the old court protection they endeavoured to 
make up by Joining in a sort of incorporation of 
their own ; to wUch the two academies of France, 
and afterwards the vast undertaking of the Ency* 
dopndia, carried on by a society of these gentte- 
men, did not a little contribute. 

The literary cabal had some years ago fonncf 
something like a r^;ular plan for the destmctioa c 
the Christian religion. This object they pursw 
with a degree of zeal which hitherto had been dl 
covered only in the propagators of some system 
piety. They were possessed with a spirit of pm 
lytismin the most fonatical degree; and frr 
tiience, by an easy progress, with the spirit of f 
seention according to their means. What was 
to be done towards their great end by any dircc 
immediate act, might be wrought by a longer 
tlutMi^ the medfauB of opinion* To.comi 
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that opinion, the first step is to establish a domi- 
uioo over those who direct it. They contrived to 
possess themselves, with great method and perse- 
verance, of all the avenues to literary fame. Many 
of them indeed stood high in the ranks of literature 
and science. The world had done them justice; 
and in fovour of general talents, forgave the evH 
tendency of their peculiar principles^ This was 
true liberality; which they returned by cndeavoor- 
iog to confine the reputation of sense, learningy and 
taste, to themselves or their followers. I wUl ven- 
ture to say, that this narrow, excluiuve spirit has 
not been less prejudicial to literature and to taste, 
than to morals and true philosophy. These at|i»* 
istlcal Others have a bigotry of Uidr own ; aiid 
they have learned to talk against monks with thf 
spirit of a monk. But in some things they are meR 
of the world. The resources of intrigue are called 
in to supply the defects of argument and wit* Tq 
this system of literary monopoly was joined an un» 
remitting industry to blacken and discredit, in every 
way, and by every means, all those who did not 
hold to their faction. To those who have observed 
the spirit of their conduct, it has long been clear that 
nothing was wanted but the power of carrying the 
intolerance of the tongue and of the pen into a per- 
secution which would strike at property, liberty, 
and life. 

The desultory and faint persecution carried ou 
against them, more from compliance with form and 
decency than with serious resentment, neither 
weakened their strength^ nor relaxed their efforts.. 
The issue of the whole was, that what with opposi- 
tioDy and what witl^ snecess, a vi<rfent and malig- 
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DftDt zeal, of a kind hitherto unknown in the world,' 
liad taken an entire possession of their minds, and 
rendered their whole conversation , which other- 
wise would have heen pleasing and instnictive, per- 
fectly disgusting. A spirit of cahal, intrigue, and 
prosel)'ti8m, pervaded all their thoughts, words, 
and actions. And, as controversial zeal soon tarns 
its thoughts on force, they began to insinuate them- 
selves into a correspondence with foreign princes ; 
In hopes, through their authority, which at first 
they flattered, they might bring about the changes 
they had in view. To them it was indifferent whe- 
ther these changes were to be accomplished by the 
thunderbolt of despotism, or by the earthquake of 
popular commotion. The correspondence between 
this cabal and the late king of Prussia, will throw 
no small light upon the spirit of all their proceed- 
ings. For the same purpose for which they in- 
trigued with princes, they cultivated, in a distin- 
guished manner, the monied interest of France; 
and partly through the means furnished by those 
whose peculiar offices gave them the most e2.ten- 
slve and certain means of communication, they care- 
fully occupied all the avenues to opinion. 

Writers, especially when they act in a body, and 
with one direction, have great influence on the 
public mind ; the alliance therefore of these writers 
with the monied interest had no small effect in r^ 
tnoring the popular odium and envy which attended 
that species of wealth. These writers, like the 
jpimpagators of all novdties, pretended to ft gieat 
Md for the poor and the lower orders, whilst ia 
their sadres they rendered hateful, by every elag- 
funlAm, the fimlu of cowts, of noliiUty, and of 
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hood. Tfaey became a sort of demagogaes. 
lenred as a link to unite, io favour of one 
, obnoxioiu wealth to restless and desperate 

these two kinds of men appear principal 
1 in all the late transactions^ their junction 
loHtics wlU serve to acconnt, not npon any 
pies of law or of policj, hot as a cause, for 
ilieral fiiry with which all the landed property 
dfsiastical corporations has been attacked, 
be great care which, contrary to their pre- 
I principles, has been taken, of a monied- in- 
originating frora the authority of the crown, 
le envy against wealth and power was ard- 
jT directed against other descriptions of riches, 
hat other principles than that which I have 
y can we account for an a|ipearanc« so extraor- 
r and unnatural as that of the ecclesiastical 
isions, which had stood so many successions 
38 and shocks of civil ^olences, and were 
ed at once by justice and by prejudice, being 
d to the payment of debts, comparatively 
:; invidious, and contracted by a decried and 
rted government ? 

8 the public estate a suffident stake for the 
: debts ? Assume that it was not, and that a 
inst be incurred somewhere — When the only 
lawfully possessed, and which the contniet- 
Mties had in contemplation at the time in 
their bargain was made, happens to fail; 
according to the principles of natural and 
equity, ought to be the sufferer } Certainly 
bt to be either the party who trusted, or the 
who persuaded him to tmst^ruor both; and 
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not third parties, who had no concern with the 
transaction. Upon any insolvency they ought to 
suffer who were we^ enough to lend upon ba4 
security, or they who fraudulently held out a sees* 
^rity that was not valid. Laws are acqwdnted with 
tio other rules of decision. But hy the new instHote 
of the rights 'of men^ the only personSy who in 
equity ought to suffer, are the only persons who are 
to be saved harmless : those are to answer the debt 
who neither were lenders or borrowers, mortgagers 
or mortgagees. 

What had the clergy to do with these transac* 
dons ? What had they to do with any public en* 
gagement farther than the extent of their OWQ 
debt? To that, to ht sure, their estates w^ie 
bound to the last acre. Nothing can lead more to 
the true spirit of the assembly which sits for p«b* 
lie confiscation, with its new equity and its new 
morality, than an attention to their proceeding with 
regard to this debt of the clergy. The body of 
confiscators> true to that monied interest for whi^ 
they were false to every other, have found the deify 
competent to incur a legal debt. Of course tbcy 
declared them legally entitled to the property whkk 
their power of incurring the debt atid mortgaghig 
the estate implied; recognizing the rights. of those 
persecuted citizens In the very act in which they 
were thus grossly riolated. 

If, as I said, any persons are to make good defi- 
deocies to the public creditor, besides the puhUc at 
large, they must be those who managed the agree- 
ment. Why therefore are not the estates of all the 
comptrollers general confiscated? Why nc^ those 
4>f the long siii^cesdon of ministers, finfuiders, vbA 
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bankers, who have been enriched whilst the nation 
was impoverished by their dealings and their coan- 
sels ? Why is not the estate of Mr. Laborde de- 
clared forfeited rather than of the archbishop of 
Parisy who has had nothing to do in the creation or 
in the joUnng of the public funds ? Or, if yon must 
confiscate old landed estates in fovonr of the money* 
jobberSy why is the penalty confined to one descrip* 
tioo ? I do not know whether the expenses of the 
duke de Choisenl'hare left any thing of the infinite 
sums which he had derived from the bounty of his 
master^ during the transactions of a reign whidi 
contributed largely, hy every species of prodigality 
in war and peace, to the present debt of France. 
If any snch remains, why is not this confiscated ? 
I remember to have been in Paris during the time 
of the old government. I was there just after the 
dnke d'Aiguillon had been snatched, as it was ge* 
nerally thought, from the block, by the hand of a 
protecting despotism. He was a minister, and had 
some concern in the affairs of that prodigal period. 
Why do I not see his estate delivered up to the 
jmuucipalities in which it is situated ? Tlie noble 
ftmily of Noailles have long been servants (merito- 
rions servants I admit;^ to the crown of France^ 
and have had, of course, some share in its bounties. 
Why do I hear nothing of the application of their 
estates to the public debt ? Why is the estate of 
the dnke de Rochefoucault more sacred than that 
of the cardinal de Rochefoucault ? The former is, 
I doubt not, a worthy |>erson; and (if it were not a 
aort of profaneness to talk of the use, as afiecting^ 
the title to property) he makes a good iise of his 
revennet^ but it is no disrespect to him to 4ay, 
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what authentic information well warrants me In say- 
ing^ that the ude made of a property e^aaUy valid, 
by his brother the cardinal archbiahop of Ronea, 
was far more laudable and far more ^blic-spirited. 
Can one hear of the proacriptioii of such persoost 
and the confiscation of their effects, withoul iodif* 
nation and horror? He is not a man whodMt not 
feel such emotions on such occasions. .He does no^ 
deserve the name of a free man who wUl hot express 
them. 

Few barbarous conquerors have ever made iio ter- 
rible a revolution in property. None of the heads 
of the Roman factions^ when they established erU' 
del&m illam hastam, in all their auctions of rapine, 
have ever set up to sale the goods of the conquered 
citizen to such an enormous amount. It qittst be 
allowed in favour of those tyrants of antiquity, that 
what was done by them could hardly be said to be 
done in cold blood, /llieir passions were inflamed, 
their tempers soured, their understanding! con- 
fused, with the spirit of revenge, with the innu- 
merable reciprocated and recent inflictions and re- 
taliations of blood and rapine : they were driven 
beyond all bounds of moderation by the apprehen- 
sion of the return of power with the return of pro- 
perty to the families of those, thef had iitforod Jbe- 
yond all hope of forgiveness. 

These Roman conflscators, who were yet only in 
the elements of tyranny, and were not instructed in 
the rights of men to exercise all sortd of crndties 
on each other without provocation, thought it ne- 
cessary to spread a sort of colour over their ii^nii- 
tice. They considered the vanquished party as 
composed of trutors who had borne arms, or other- 



BURKE'S REFLECTIONS. 161 

wise had acted with hostility against the commou- 
wealth. They i*egarded them as persons who had 
forfeited their property by their crimes. With yon, 
iu your improved state of the human mind, there 
was no such formality. You seized upon five imil- 
lions sterling of annual rent, and turned forty or 
fifty thousand human creatures out of their houses; 
because '' such was your pleasure." The tyrant^ 
Harry the Eighth of England, as he was not better 
enlightened than the Roman Mariuses and Syllas, 
and had not studied in youi" new schools^ did not 
know what an effectual instrument of despotism 
was to be found in that grand magazine uf offensive 
weapons, the rights of men. When he resolved to 
rob the abbeys, as the club of the Jacobins have 
robbed all the ecclesiastics, he began by setting on 
foot a commission to examine into the crimes and 
abuses which prevsuled in those communities. As 
it might l>e expected, his commission reported 
truths, exaggerations, and falsehoods. But truly or 
falsely, it reported abuses and offences. However, 
as abuses might be corrected, as every crime Of 
persons does not infer a forfeiture with regard to 
communities, and as property, in that dark age, 
was not discovered to be a creature of prgudice, 
all thoet abuses (and there were enough of them) 
were hardly thought sufficient ground for such a 
confiscation as it was for his purposes to make. He 
therefore procured the formal surrender of these 
estates. All these operose proceedings were adopted 
by one of the most decided tyrants in the rolls of 
history, as necessary preliminaries, before he could 
venture, by bribing the members of his two servile 
houses with a share of the spoil, and holding out to 
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them an eternal immunity from taxation, to demand 
a confirmation. of his iniquitous proceedings liy. an 
aet of parliament. Had fote reserved him to ow 
tUnety four tedinical terms vronAd have done his 
boskiess, and saved him all this trouble : he needed 
nothing more than one short form of incantation-^ 
** Philosophy, Lig^t, Ldberality, the Rights of 
Men." 

I can say nothing in praise of those acts of tyt 
ranny, which no voice has hitherto ever com- 
mmided nnder any of their false colonrs; yet hi 
these false colours an homage was paid by despotism 
to justice. The power which was above aU fear 
and all remorse was not set above all shame. 
Whilst shame keeps its watch,, virtue is not whoUy 
extinguished from the heart, nor will moderatioo 
be utterly exiled from the minds of tyranta. { 

I believe every honest man sympathizes in bis re- 
flections with our political poet on that oocasioD, 
and will pray to avert the omen whenever these 
acts of rapacious despotism present themselves to 
his view or his imagination : 

May no snch ttarm 
Fan on our tiniM« where ruin must reform. 
Tell me, my Muie, what jaoostiDiif , dire cffsBoet 
What crimes* could any 8hrigtian king inipBie 
To such a rage i Was't luxury, or lust? ^ 

Was he so temperate, so chaste, so just ? 
Were these their crimes ? tiiey were his own mudi more ; 
But wealth is erime enough to him fhatfs poor.* 

This same wealth, which is at all times treason 

* The rest of the passage is this : — 
Who having spent the treasures of his cromi. 
Condemns their luxury to feed his own. 
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uid lese natiwi to indigent and rapacious despot- 
nny under all modes of polity, was yonr temptirtiou 
:o yidate property, law, and religion, united in one 
)bject. Bat was the state of France so wretched 
»d undone, that no other resource bat rapine re* 

And yet this act, to Tarnish o*er the shame 

Of sacrilege, must bear Devotion's nanie. 

No crime so bold, but would be understood 

A real, or at least a seeming good. 

Who liears not to do ill, yet f^ars the name; 

And, free firom conscience, is a slave to fSsme. 

Thus he the church at once protects, and spoils : 

But princes' swords are sharper than their styles : 

And thus to the ages past he makes amends; 

Their diarity destrojrs, their faith defends. 

Then did Rdi^on, in a laiy cell, 

la empty aery contemplations dwell ; 
, And, like the block, immoved lay : but ours, 
* As much too active, like the stork, devours. 

Is there no temperate r^on can be known 

Betwixt their frigid, and our torrid lone ? 

Could we not wake from that lethavgic Atmm, 

But to be restless in a worse estreme? 

And for that lethargy was there no cure. 

But to be cast into a calenture ? 

Can knowledge have no bound, but must advance 

So far, to make us wish for ignoranoe; 

And rattier in the dark to grope (Mir way. 

Than, led by a fUse guide* to err by day? 

Who sees these dismal heaps, but would demand, 

What barbarous invader sack'd the land ? 

But when he hears, no Goth, no Turk did bring 

This desolation, Jmt a Christian king; 

When nothipg, but the name of seal, ai^pears 

Twixt our best actions, and the worst of theirs ; 

What does he think our sacril^e would spare. 

When tudb the efllects of our devotion are? 

Cooptr*9 mu, by 3ir John Denham* 
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luained to preserve its existence ? Ou this point 
I wish to receive some iDformation.' When the 
states met, was the condition of the fiuanoes of 
France such, that, economising (ou principles of 
justice and mercy) through all departments, no fair 
repartition of hardens upon all the orders coald 
possibly restore them ? If such an equal imposi- 
tion would have been sufficient, you well know it 
might easily have been made. Mr.Necker, intbe 
budget which he laid before the orders assembled 
at Versailles, made a detailed exposition of the 
state of the French nation.* 

If we give credit to him, it was not necessary to 
have recourse to any new impositions whatsoever, 
to put the receipts of France on a balance with its 
expenses. He stated the permanent charges- of all 
descriptions, including the interest of a new loan of 
four hundred millions, at 531,444,000 livres; the 
fixed revenue at 475,294,000, making the deficiency 
56,150,000, or short of 2,200,000 sterling. Bot to 
balance it, he brought forward savings and improve- 
ments of revenue (considered as entirely certain) 
to rather more than the amount of that deficiency; 
and he concludes with these emphatical woids 
(p. 39) : Quel payiy Messieurs^ que celui, od, sam 
imp6t$ et avec de simples ob^ets inapper^, on pent 
/aire disparoHre un. deficit qui a fait tant de bruit en 
Europe? As to the reimbursement, the sluicing 
debt, and the other objects of public credit and po- 
litical arrangement indicated in Mons. Necker'i 



* <' Rapport de Mons. le directeiur g^n^ral des finflOOM) 
fait par ordre du roi 4 YersaUles« Mai 5, iTsy*" 
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» doubt could be entertaiued, but that a 
rate and proportioned assessment ou the 
ithoat distinction would hare provided for 
I to the fallest extent of their demand. • 
epresentation of Mons. Necker was ^ibe, 
BBsembly are in the highest, degree, col* 
having forced the king to accept as his 
indy since the icing's deposition, for having 
as their minister, a man who had been 
abasing so notoriously the confidence of 
' and their own ; in a matter too of the 
oment, and directly appertaining U> his 

office, fiat if the representation was 
, having always, along with you, conceived 
;ree of respect for Mr. Neclser, I malce no 
as,) then what can be said in favour of 
o, instead of moderate,- reasbnable, and 
ntribntion, have, in cold blood, and iin« 
10 necessity, had recourse to a partial and 
scation ? 

at contribution refused on a pretext of 
either on the part of the clergy or on' 
le nobility ? No, certainly.. As to the 
ey even ran before the wishes of the third 
revions to the meeting of the states, they 
their instructions expressly directed tbdr 
:o renounce every immunity, which pat 
•n a footing distinct from the condllioii 
fellow-sabjects. In this renuDdatUm 

were even more explicit than the nobi- 

us suppose that the deficiency had re- 
t the fifty-six miUioiis^ or 2,200»000/. 
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Sterling, as at first stated by Mr. Necker. Let fts 
allow that all the resources be opposed to that de- 
ficieoqr were impudent and groniidlaas tlctUras; and 
that the assembly (or their lords of artidet * it the 
Jacobins) wer^ from thence jusUfied in laying the 
whole burden of that defidency upon the defgy; 
yet, allowing all this, a necessity of S»900,00M. 
sterling will not support a oonfiscathm to the 
amount of five millions. The imporfdoB of 
2,200,600/. on the clergy, as partial, woi^ have 
been oppressive and unjust, bat it would not have 
been altogether ruinous to those on whom It wis 
imposed ; and therefore it would not havje answersd 
the real purpose of the managers. 

Perhaps persons, unacquainted with the state of 
France, on hearing the cleiigy and the ndblttie 
^ere privileged in point of taxation, may be led to 
imagine, that previous to the revolution, thcit bo- 
dies had contributed nothing to the state, lldt Is 
a great mistake. They certainly did not contfibnte 
equally with each other, nor either of tbcu efially 
with the commons^ They both, however, eoutri- 
buted largely* Neither nobility nor detgy e^)oyed 
any exemptioB from the exdse on consnmeable oou- 
modities, from duties of custom, or from any of tbe 
.other niMnerous indirect impositions wbkh, la 
Prance as well as here, make so very large a pro- 
portion of all payments to the public. The Bobktse 
pnd the capitation. They paid also a land-tax, 

• In die coostitatioii of Scotland, during the Stuart 
rdgns, a oonunittee sat for preparing billa ; and none couki 
pMi but time previoiuly approved by them. This eom- 
mittet waa sailed kicds of articles 
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sailed the twentieth peDny, to the height some^ 
times of three, sometimes of four shillings in the 
pound ; both of them direct impositions of no light 
uatarey and no trivial produce. The clergy of' the 
provinces, annexed by conquest to France, (which 
in extent make about an eighth part of the whole, 
but in wealth a much larger proportion) paid like- 
wise to the capitation and the twentieth penny, at 
the rate paid by the nobility. The clergy in the old 
provinces did not pay the capitation ; but they had 
redeemed themselves at the expense of about twen- 
ty*four millions, or a little more than a million 
sterling. They were exempted from the twentieths ; 
but then they made free gifts ; they contracted debts 
for the state ; and they were subject to some other 
diarges, the whole computed at about a thirteenth 
part of their dear income. They ought to have 
paid annually about forty thousand pounds more, 
to put them on a par with the contribution of the 
nobility. 

When the terrors of this tremendous proscription 
hung over the clergy, they made an o£^r of a con- 
tribution, throogfa the archbishop of Aix, which, 
for its extraTagance, ought not to have been ac- 
cepted. But It was evidenUy and obviously more 
advantageous to the public creditor, than any thing 
which could rationally be promised by the confisca- 
doo. Why was it not accepted? The reason is 
plidn ; there was no desire that the church should 
be brought to serve the state. The service of the 
state was made a pretext to destroy the church. 
One great end in the project would have been de- 
feated, if the plan of extortion bad been adopted iu 
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lieu of the scheme of confiscation. The new landed 
interest, connected with, the new republic, and con- 
nected with it for its very being, conld not have 
been created. This was the reason why that ex- 
travagant ransom was not accepted, 
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The madness of the project of coofiscatioD, on 
the plan that was fii-st pretended, soon became ap- 
parent. To bring this unwieldy mass of landed 
property, enlarged by the confiscation of all the 
vast landed domiun of the crown, at once into 
market, was obviously to defeat the profits pro- 
posed by the confiscation, by depreciating the rahie 
of those lands, and indeed of all the landed estates 
throughout France. Such a sudden diversion of all 
its circulating money from trade to land, must be 
an additional mischief. What step was'talcen? 
Did the assembly, on becoming sensible of the in- 
evitable ill effects of their projected sale, revert to 
the offers of the clergy ? No distress could oblige 
them to travel in a course which was disgraced by 
any appearance of justice. Giving over all hopes 
from a general immediate sale, another project 
seems to have succeeded. They proposed to take 
stock in exchange for the church lands. In -that 
project great difficulties arose in equalizing the ob- 
jects to be exchanged. Other obstacles also pre- 
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sented themselves, which threw them back agdn 
upon soine project of sale. The maDicipaUtles had 
taken an alarm. They would not hear of trans- 
ferring the whole plunder of the kingdom to the 
stockholders in Paris. Many of those municipali- 
ties had been, upon system, reduced to the most 
deplorable indigence. Money was no where to be 
seen. They wei*e, therefore, led to the point that 
was so ardently desired. They panted for a cur- 
rency of any kind which might revive their perish- 
ing industry. The municipalities were then to be 
admitted to a share in the spoil, which evidently 
rendered the first scheme (if ever it had been seri- 
ously entertained) altogether impracticable. Pub- 
lic exigencies pressed upon all sides. The otinister 
of finance reiterated his call for supply with a most 
urgent, anxious, and boding voice. Thus pressed 
on all sides, instead of the first plan of converting 
their bankers into bishops and abbots ; instead of 
paying the old debt ; they contracted a new debt, 
at three per cent, creating a new paper currency, 
founded on an eventual sale of the church kuMfek 
They bsoed this paper currency to satisfy in the 
first instance chiefly the demands made upon them 
by the bank of discount, the great machine, or pa- 
per-mill, of their fictitious wealth. 

The spoil of the church was now become the only 
resource of all their operations in finance ; the fital 
prindple of all their politics ; the sole aecsri^ §or 
the eidstenee of their power. It was neecssaty \tjf 
an, eveii the most vicrient means, to piit«vecjii» 
di^dnal on the same bottom, and to Hmd the as* 
tloQ in one guilty bterest to uphcM thia act» lad 
the authority of those by whom it was tfoae. la 
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order to force the most reluctant into a participa- 
tion of their pillage, they rendered their paper cir> 
eolation compulsory in all payments. Those who 
consider the general tendency of their schemes to 
this one object as a centre, and a centre from 
which afterwards all their measares radiate, will 
not think that I dwell too long upon this part of 
the proceedings of the National Assembly. 

To cut off all appearance of connexion between 
the crown and public justice, and to bring the 
whole under implicit obedience to the dictators -in 
Paris, the old independent judicature of the par- 
liaments, with all its merits and all its faults, was 
wholly abolished. Whilst the parliaments existed, 
it was evident that the people might some time or 
other come to resort to them, and rally under the 
standard of their ancient laws. It became, how- 
ever, a matter of consideration, that the magi- 
strates and officers in the courts now abolished, had 
pardiased their places at a very high rate, for 
wfaicb, as well as for the duty they performed, they 
received but a very low return of interest. Simple 
confiscation is a boon only for the clergy ; — ta the 
lawyers some appearances of equity are to be ob« 
lerviBd ; and they are to receive compensation to ao* 
immense amount. 'Dieir compensation becomes 
pmt of the national debt, for the liquidation of 
iviiich there is the one exhaustless fund. The 
kmyen are to obtmn their compensation in the 
9ew dmrch paper, which is to march with the new 
principles of jodicature and legislature. The di»* 
mined magistrates are to take their share of mar* 
tyrdom with the ecclesiastics, or to receive their 
own- property from such a. fund and in such a man* 
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ner, as all those who have been seasoned with the 
ancieut principles of jurispradence, and had been 
the sworn guardians of pro[)erty,' mnst look upon 
with horror. Even the clergy are to receive their 
miserable allowance out of the depreciated paper 
which is stamped with the indelible character of 
sacrilege, and with the symbols of their own ruin, 
or they must starve. So violent an outrage upon 
credit, property, and liberty, as this compulsory 
paper currency, has seldom been exhibited by the 
alliance of bankruptcy and tyranny, at any time, or 
in any nation. 

In the course of all these operations, at length 
comes out the grand arcanum t — ^that in reality, and 
in a fair sense, the lands of the church (so 6ir as 
any thing certain can be gathered frfna their pro- 
ceedings) are not to be sold at all. By the late re- 
solutions of the National Assembly, they are in- 
deed to be delivered to the highest bidder. But it 
is to be observed, that a certain portion only of the 
purchase money is to be laid down. A period of 
twelve years is to be given for the payment of -the 
rest. The philosophic purchasers are . therefore, 
on payment of a sort of fine, to be put. instantly 
into possession of the estate. It becomes in some 
respects a sort of gift to them ; to be held on the 
feudal tenure of zeal to the new estaUiahment; 
This project is evidently to let in a body of pur^ 
chasers without money. The consequence irill.be, 
that these purchasers, or rather grantees, will pay, 
not only from the rents as they accrue, which ndgfat 
as well be received by the state, but from the ipoil 
of the materials of buildings, from waste in woOdf, 
and from whatever money, by hands bafaitaalad to 
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the gripings of usury, they can wring from the mi- 
serable peasant. He is to be delivered over to the 
mercenary and arbitrary discretion of men, wbr> 
will be stimulated to every species of extortion by 
the growing demands on the growing profits of an 
estate held under the precarious settlement of a 
uew political system* 

When all the frauds, impostures, violences, ra- 
pines, burnings, murders, confiscations, compul- 
sory paper currencies, and every description of ty- 
ranny and cruelty employed to bring about and .^o 
uphold this revolution, have their natural effects 
that is, to shock the moral sentiments of all virtu- 
ons and sober minds, the abettors of this philoso- 
phic system immediately strain their throats in. a 
declamation against the old monarchical goyenir 
ment of France. When they have rendered. that 
deposed power sufficiently black, they then pro- 
ceed In argument, as if all those who disapprove 
of their new abuses, must, of course, be partizans 
of the old ; that those who reprobate their crude 
and violent schemes of liberty ought to be treated 
as advocates for servitude. I admit that their ne- 
cessities do compel them to this base and con- 
temptible fraud. . Nothing can reconcile men ^ to 
their proceedings and projects but the suppositipp 
that there is no third option between them, and 
some tyranny as odious as can be furnished by the 
records of history, or by^ the invention, of poets. 
This prattling of theirs hardly deserves the name 
of sophistry. , It is nothing but plain impudence. 
Have these gentlemen never heard, in the whole 
.drde of the worlds of theory and practice, of any 
thing between tlie despotism; of tl^ monarch and 
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the despotism of the multitade ? Hare they Dever 
heard of a monarchy Greeted by laws, contreHed 
and balanced by the great hereditary wealth nd 
hereditary dignity of a nation ; and both a|^ om- 
trolled byajadicions check from the reason and 
feeling of the peof^e at large acting by a snitiUe 
and permanent organ ? Is it theli Impoerible that 
a man may be fonnd who, without criminal ill in- 
tentiouy or pitiable absuMity, shall prefer such a 
mixed and tempered government to either of the 
extremes ; and who may repute that nation to be 
destitute of all wisdom and of all rirtne, wbleb, 
having in its choice to obtain sach a government 
ttdth ease, or rather to confirm it when actnally 
possessed, thought proper to commit a thousand 
crimes, and to subject their country to a thousand 
evils, in order to avoid it ? Is it then a tmtk m 
universidly acknowledged, that a pure democraey Is 
the only tolerable form into which human sodiety 
can be thrown, that a man Is not permitted to he- 
sitate about its merits, vdthont the sus]ncion o 
being a friend to tyranny, that is, of being a foe t 
mankind ? 

I do not know under what description to cSl 
the present ruling anthority in France. It tdlti 
to be a pure democracy, though I think it if 
direct trsdn of becoming shortly a mischievous 
ignoble oligarchy. But for the present I adm' 
to be a contrivance of the nature and effect of i 
It pretends to. I reprobate no form of goveni' 
merely upon abstract prindples. There nv 
dtuatlons in which the purely democratic foti 
become necessary. There may be some (ver 
and very particularly ciroamttaaced) where It 
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be clearly desirable. This I do not take to be the 
case of France, or of any other great country. Un» 
til now, we have seen no examples of considerable 
democracies. The ancients were better acquainted 
with them. Not being wholly vnread in the aq^ 
thorSy who had seen the most of those constitn^ 
tloDS, and who best understood them, I cannot 
help coDcnrring with their opinion, that an abso* 
late democracy, no more than absolute monarchy, 
is to be reclsoned among the legitimate forms of 
gownnnent, lliey thinlc it rather the cormptioii 
afid degeneracy, than the sound constitution of a 
repablic If I reoellect rightly, Aristotle obsefres, 
that a democracy has many strilcing points of ire- 
semblance with a tyranny.* Of this I am certain^ 
that in a democracy, the majority of the citizens is 
capable of exercising the most cruel oppressions 
«poo the minority, whenever strong divisions pre* 

• When I WTOla thSs I quoted Arom memory, after many 
yetn had elapsed flrom my reading the passage. A teamed 
frieiid has found it» and Itis as follows :-> 

To n9oe TS avro, xai a/UL^u hm-OTtxot rm $iKrto%wn 
moi r« ilni(fU^fiaTOi wffanp cxci ra crtroeyjuatroe* xeu I 
hifiayi^^f xtu i xoXa| 0/ eairoi xeu ayoXoyov, xeu fAoKtrra 
tutfTtpot weip tx»Ttp»ts iff^vttfftVf 0/ fin xoKotxtg ^otpot 
Tupcoflnte, oi S« Zri/Aoytuyot fcapa rotf trt/AOts roig roivroif. 

** The ethical character is the same; both exercise des- 
potism over the better class of citisens ; and decrees are iA 
the one what ordinances and arrets are in the other : tb» 
dsDM^Qgue too, and the court Ikvourite, are not un/ir»« 
quently the same identical men, and always bear a dose aaik 
Iqgy ; and these have the principal power, each in their re* 
spective forms of government; fovourites with the absoluti^ 
monardi, and demagogues with a people such as I have d«» 
teiibed.''-^r<f(. PolUie. Ub. iv. cap, 4, 

b2 
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mil in that kind of polity, as they often mmt ; and 
that oppression of the minority will extend to &r 
greater numbers, and will be carried on with midi 
greater fury, than can almost ever be apprehended 
from the dominion of a single sceptre. In snch a 
popular persecution, individual sufferers are in a 
much more deplorable condition than in any other. 
Under a cruel prince they have the balmy compa** 
sion of mankind to assuage the smart of their 
wounds ; they have the plaudits of the people t» 
ammate their generous constancy under their tmU 
ferings : but those who are subjected to wrong an- 
der multitudes, are deprived of all external 6raB0- 
latlon. They seem deserted by mankind; over* 
powered by a conspiracy of their whole species* 

But admitdng democracy not to have that in* 
eritable tendency to party tyranny which I sup- 
pose it to have, and admitting it to possess as mnel 
good in it when unmixed, as I am sure it possesse 
when compounded with other forms ; does mcv 
archy, on its part, contain nothing at all to r 
commend it ? I do not often quote Bolingbfok 
nor have his works, in general, left any permaiM 
impression on my mind. He is a presumptnoiis i 
a superficial writer; but he has one observatl 
which, in my opinion, is not without depth and 
lidlty. He says, that he prefers a monarch' 
other governments, because you can better in 
any description of republic on a monarchy thaf 
thing of monarchy upon the republican fbm 
think him perfectly in the right. The ftuct 
historically; and it agrees well with the 
lation. , 

I know how easy a topic it is to dwell 
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faults of departed greatness. By a revolution iu 
the state, the fawning sycophant of yesterday k 
cQBverted into the austere critic of the present 
hcMur.; Bnt steady independent minds, when they 
Iraye AH olject of so jserioos a concern to mankind 
as goi^ernment under their contemplation, will dis- 
shun to assume the {»art of satirists and declaimers. 
They mlljadge of human institutions as they do of 
Iminan charactevs. They will sort out the good 
Iflom the evil, which is mixed in mortal institn* 
dens as it is in mortal men. 

Your gK>i«nmient in France, though usually, and 
I thinly justly, reputed the best of the unqualified 
or ill-qualified monarchies, was still full of abuses* 
These abuses accumulated in a length of time, as 
they must accumulate in ef^rj monarchy not under 
the constant inspection of a popular representativv. 
I am no stranger to the faults and defects of the 
subverted government of France ; and I think I am 
not inclined by nature or policy to make a panei- 
gyric upon any thing which is a just and natural 
object of censure. Bnt the question is not now oif 
the vices of that monarchy, but of its existence. Is 
It then true, that the French government was suok 
as to be incapable or undeserving of reform ; sd 
that it was of absolute necessity the whole fobrie 
should be at once pulled down, and the area cleared 
for the erection of a theoretic experimental edifice 
Itt ita place ? All France was of a difierent opinioA 
in the beginning of the year 1789. The instructioos 
to the representatives to the states-general, from 
evei^ difitrict in that kingdom, were filled with pro^ 
jects for the reformation of that government, with - 
oat the remotest soggestion of a design to deetroy 
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it. Had such a design been eren then insimiateiii 
1 believe there would have been but one voice, M 
that Toice for rejecting it with scorn and horrii 
Men have been sometimes led by degrees, book 
Umes hurried into things, the whole of whlcfa^- 
they could have seen together, they never wool 
have, permitted the most remote approach. Whc 
those instructions were given, there was no qne 
tion but that abuses existed, and that they di 
manded a reform ; nor is there now. In the ii 
terval between the instructions and the revolatia 
things changed their shape; and in conseqnen 
of that change, the true question at present i 
Whether those who would have reformed, or tho 
who have destroyed, are in the right ? 

To hear some men speak of the late monarchy. 
France,, you would imagine that they were talkii 
of Persia bleeding under the ferocious sword 
Taehmas Kouli Khan; or at least describing tl 
barbarous anarchic despotism of Turkey, whe 
the finest countries in the most genial dimatea 
the world are wasted by peace more than any com 
tries have been worried by war ; where arts a 
unknown, where manufactures languish, where m 
enqe is extinguished, where agriculture decaj 
where the human race itself melts away and p 
ritthes under the eye of the observer. Was this tl 
case of France ? I have no way of determining ti 
question but by a reference to facts. Facts do o 
support this resemblance. Along with much ev 
.t}iere is some good, in monarchy itself; and soi 
corrective to its evil, from, religion, from lai 
from manners, from ofunions, the French monare 
must have received ; wliich rendered it (thouf^ 
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no means a free, and therefore by no means a good 
constitution) a despotism rather in appearance 
than in reality. 

Among the standards upon which -the effects of 
government on any country are to be estimated, I 
must consider the state of its population as not the 
least certain. No country in which population 
flourishes, and is in progressive improvement, can 
be under a very mischievous government. About 
sixty years ago, the iutendants of the generalities 
of France made, with other matters, a report of 
the population of their several districts. 1 have 
not the books, which are very voluminous, by me, 
nor dol know where to procure tliem (I am ob- 
liged to, speak by memory, and therefore the less 
positively) ; but I thiitk the population of France 
was by them, even at that p^eriod, estimated at 
twenty-two millions of souls. At the end of the 
last century it had been generally calculated at 
dghteen. On either of these estimations France 
was not ill-peopled. Mr. Necker, who is an aatho- 
rity, for his own time at least, equal to the iu- 
tendants for theirs, reckons, and upon apparently 
sure principles, the people of France, in Che year 
1780, at twenty-four millions six hundred and se- 
venty thousand. But was this the probable ulti- 
mate term under the old establishment ? Dr. Price 
b of opinion, that the growth of population in 
France was by no means at its acm^ in that year. 
I. certainly defer to Dr. Price's authority a good 
deal more in these speculations, than I do in Us 
general politics. This gentleman, taking ground 
on Mr. Necker*s data, is very confident, that ^ce 
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the period of that mlnUteFH calculation, the Fmcfa 
popalatbQ has increased rapidly ; so rapidly, that 
in the year 1789 he will not conaent lo rata the 
people of that kingdom at a lower namber than 
thirty millions. After abating Bradi (and nmdiy I 
think, ought to be abated) from the sangnine oiAp 
eolation of Dr. Price, I liare no doubt tliat tlie po- 
pnlatiou of France did increase conaiderably duiog 
this later period : but supposing that it .increased 
to nothing more tlian will be sufficient to complete 
the 24,670,000 to twenty-fire millions, atill a po- 
pulation of twenty^five millions, and that in an in- 
creasing progress, on a space of about tweuty-tereD 
thousand square leagues, is immense. It is, ibr 
instance, argood deal more than the proportioiiaUe 
population of this island, or even than that of 
England, the best-peopled part of the united king- 
dom. 

It is not universally true, that France is a fertile 
country. Considerable tracts of it are barren, and 
labour under other natural disadvantages. In the 
portions of that territory, where things are more 
favourable, as far as I am able to discover, tbr 
number) of the people correspond to the indulgencr 
of nature.* The generality of Lisle (this I admit ) 
the strongest example) upon an extent of four hni 
dred and four leagues and a half, about ten yet 
ago, contained 734,600 souls, which is 1772 inb 
bitants to each square league. The middle te 
for the rest of France is about nine hundred in' 
bitants to the same admeasurement. 

• •• De r AdminifltratloB det Fiaueei d« U Fruwe/ 
Mobs. NflQk«r» VOL 1. p. OB. 
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I do not attribatt this population to the deposed 
goveiniuent ; becavte I do not like to compliment 
the ooDtrivauces of men, with what is due, in « 
great degree, to the bounty of Pro?idence. 0«t 
tlurt decried gofemmeDt coald not have obstmeted, 
(aoit probably it foTonred) the operation of tboie 
canes, whaterer they were, whether of nature 4d 
the soil, or in habits of indostry among the people, 
which has produced so large a number of the spa- 
des throoghoit that whole kingdom, and exhibited, 
ia iOBie {Nirticalar places, such prodigies of popn* 
laUon. I never will suppose that fiibric of a state 
to be the worst of all political institutions, which, 
by ezpericnce, is found to contain a principle fiu 
voarable (however latent it may be) to the increase 
of mankiiid. 

The wealth of a country is another, and ho eon^ 
temptible standard, by which we may judge wiw- 
ther, on the whole, a government be protecting or 
destructive. France far exceeds England in the 
Binltitnde of her people ; but I apprehend that her 
eomparative wealth is much inferior to oars ; that 
it is not so equal in the distribution, nor so ready 
ia the circulation. I believe the diflference In the 
form of the two governments to be amongst the 
canses of tliis advantage on the side of England. I 
spaalc of England, not of the whole British domU 
aioos, which, if compared with those of France, 
will, in some degree, weaken the comparative rate 
of wealth upon our side. But that wealth, which 
will not endure a comparison with the riches -of 
England, may constitute a very respectable degree 
of opulence. Mr. Necker^a booli, published in 



Its BITRKEfs REFLECTIONS. 

I78S9* conttdns an accurate and interesting coU 
ketion of facts relative to public economy and to 
political arithmetic; and his specolaUoos on the 
sqlject are generally wise and liberal. In that work 
lie gives an idea of the state of France, tery remola 
fiom the portrait of a country whose government 
was a perfect grievance, an absolute e^ admitting 
po care but through the violent and uncertain re- 
medy of a total revolution. He affirms, that froB 
the year 1726 to the year 1784, there was coined 
at the mint of France, in the species of gold and 
silver, to the amount of abont one hundred mil- 
lioos of pounds sterling.f 

It is impossible that Mr. Nedcer should be mis* 
taken in the amount of the bullion which has beeyi 
coined in the mint. It is a matter of official ie» 
oocd. The reasonings of this able financier, con- 
cerning the quantity of gold and silver which re- 
nuuned for circulation^ when he wrote in 1785, 
that is about four years before, the deposiUon and 
imprisonment of the French Ising, are not of eqoal 
certainty; but they are laid on grounds so appa- 
rently solid, that it is not easy to refuse a oond* 
derable degree of assent to his calculation. He cai 
eolates the numeraire, or what we call epecie, the 
actually eidsting in France, at alraut eighty-eigl 
millions. of the same English money. A great *• 
cumulation of wealth for one country, large as tir 
country is I Mr. Neclcer was so for from consid 

• «• De r Adminiftntion det Finaneet de la Fraao^' 
Mods. Nedur. 

t Tol. Ul. cfasp. 8 and 9, 
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ibg this influx of wealth as likely to cease, when 
be wrote in 1785, that he presumes upon a fnture 
annual increase of two per cent, upon the money 
br^mght into France during the periods from whiich 
he oompmed. 

Some adequate canse must hare originally intiv- 
daoed all the money coined at its mint into that 
kingdom ; and some cause as operative must have 
Icept at home, or returned into its bosom, sach a 
vast flood of treasure as Mr. Necker calculates to 
remidn for domestic circulation. — Suppose any rea- 
eonabie dedoctions from Mr. Necker's computation ; 
the remainder must still amount to an immense 
sum. Causes thus powerful to acquire and to re- 
tain, cannot be found in discouraged industry, in- 
secure property, and a positively . destructive go- 
▼emment. Indeed, when I consider the fkce of 
the lungdom of France; the multitude and opn- 
Imoe of her cities ; the useful magnificence of her 
^actona high roads and bridges ; the opportunity 
of her artifidal canals and narigations opening tlie 
eonneiaences of maritime communication throagli 
a solid continent of so immense an extent ; when I 
turn my eyes to tlie stupendous works of her ports 
and harbcmrs, and to her whole naval apparatus, 
whether for war or trade ; when I bring before my 
tiew the nnmber of her fortifications, constructed 
frith so bold and masterly a skill, and made iand 
maintuned at so prodigious a charge, presenting 
an armed front and impenetrable barrier to her 
enemies upon every side; when I recollect hoiiir 
very small a part of that extensive region is with- 
out cultivation, and to what complete perfection 
the culture of many of tjie best prodnctions «f \h^ 
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earth have been brooght in France ; when I reflect 
on the excellence of her nianufactures and fabrics, 
second to none bat oars, and in some particulars 
not second ; when I contemplate the g^nd founda- 
tions of charity, pablic and private \ when I survey 
the state of all the arts that beautify and polish life; 
"when I reckon the men she has bred for extending 
her fame in war, her able statesmen, the multitude 
of her profound lawyers and theologians, her philo- 
sophers, her critics, her historians and antiquaries, 
her poets, and her orators sacred and profane, I be- 
hold in all this something which awes and commands, 
the imagination, which checks the mind on the 
brink of precipitate and indiscriminate censure, and 
which demands that we should very seriously ex- 
amine, what and how great are the latent vices 
that could authorise us at once to level so specious 
a fabric with the ground. I do not recognize, in 
- this view of things, the despotism of Turkey; nor 
do I discern the character of a government that htt 
been, on the whole, so oppressive, or so corrupt, or 
so negligent, as to be utterly unfit for all reformU' 
tion, I must thinic such a government well de- 
served to have its excellences heightened, its faults 
coiTCcted, and its capacities improved into aBri« 
tish constitution. 

Whoever has examined into the proceedings df 
that deposed government for several years back, 
cannot fail . to have observed, amidst the incon- 
stancy and fluctuation natural to courts,- an eamei^ 
endeavour towards the prosperity and improvemesi 
of the country ; he must admit, that it had long 
been employed, io some instances, wboUy to re* 
move^ in many considerably to eorrect, the abosive 



BURKE'S REFLECTIONS. ly 

practices and usages that had prevailed in the 
state; and that even the unlimited power of the 
soTersign over the persons of his subjects, inconsis- 
tent, as undoubtedly it was, with law and liberty, 
had yet been every day growing more mitigated in 
the exercise. So far from refusing itself to refor- 
mation, that government was open, with a censur- 
able degree of facility, to all sorts of projects and 
projectors on the subject. Rather too much coun- 
tenance was given to the spirit of innovation, which 
soon was turned against those who fostered it, and 
ended in their ruin. It is but cold, and no very 
flattering justice to that fallen monarchy, to say, 
that for many years it trespassed more by levity 
and want of judgment in several of its schemes, 
than from any defect in diligence ox, in public spirit. 
To compare the government of France for the last 
fifteen or sixteen years with wise and well consti- 
tuted establishments, during that, or during any 
period, is not to act with fairness. But if in point 
of prodigality in the expenditure of money, or in 
point of rigour in the exercise of power, it be com- 
pared with any of the former reigns, I believe Can- 
did judges will give little credit to the good inten- 
tions of those who dwell perpetually on the dona- 
tions to favourites, or on the expenses of the court, 
or on the horrors of the Bastile in the reign of 
Louis XVI. 

Whether the system, if it deserves such a name, 
now built on the ruins of that ancient monarchy, 
will be able to give a better account of the popula- 
tion and wealth of the country which it has taken 
tmder its care, is a matter very doubtful. Instead of 
fanproiing by the change, I apprehend that a long 
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series of yettrs must be told before it can recover, in 
any degree, the effects of this philosophic rerolo- 
Uooy and before the nation can be replaced on its 
former footing. If Dr. Price should think fit, a few 
years hence, to favoar ns with an estimate of the 
population' of France, he will hardly be aUe to make 
«p his tale of thirty millions of souls, as coiii|taited 
in 1789, or the assembly's computation of twenty- 
fix millions ot that year; or even Mr. Neckei^i 
twenty.five millions in 1780. I hear that there are 
eonsiderable emigrations from France; and that 
many, quitting that voluptuous climate, and that 
seductive Circean liberty, have taken refuge in the 
froKu regions, and -under the British despotism, of 
Canada. 

In the present disappearance of coin, no person 
could think it the same country, in which the pre- 
sent minister of the finances has been able to dis* 
cover fourscore millions sterling in specie. From 
its general aspect one would conclude that it had 
been for some time past under the special direction 
of the learned academicians of Laputa and Balni- 
barbi.* Already the population of Paris has so 
declined, that Mr. Necker stated to the National 
Assembly the provision to be made for its subsist- 
ence at a fifth less than what had formeriy bees 
found requisite.-— It is said, and I have never heilr 
it contradicted, that a hundred thousand pedfil 
are out of employment in that city, though it is b> 
come the seftt of the imprisoned court and Nation 
Assembly, Nothing, I am credibly informed, e 

• 8m OtiUivexHi Travels, for the idea of countries 
by phUoeopbeiy. 
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exceed the shocking and disgusting spectacle of 
mendicancy displayed in that capital. Indeed, the 
votes of the National Assembly leave no donbt of 
the fact. They have lately appointed a standing 
committee of mendicancy. They are contriving «t 
once a idgorons police on this subject, and, for the 
first time, the imposition of a tax to maintain the 
poor, for whose present relief great snms appear on 
the fiace of the^public accounts of the year.* In the 
mean time, the leaders of the legisladve dabs and 

• Travaux de charit^ pour 
subvenir au manque de 

travail a Paris et dans lea Lir. jS, s. tf . 

provinces 3,866,920 Stg i6j,1C1 IS 4 

Destruction de vagabon- 
dage et de la mendicite - 1>67I,417 — 69,6419 7 6 

Primes pour I'importation 
de grains 5,fi7l,9<)7 — 2S6,3S9 9« 

Liv. iMlOfSM ^ 467,09i 10 

As I am not quite satis- 
fied with the nature and 
extent of die annexed arti- 
de in the puUic accounts, 
I do not insert it in the 
'above reference; but if it 
be understood of the pur- 
diBse of provision for the 
^oor, it is immense indeed, 
and swells the total to a- 
fOTmidable bulk. 
Depenses relatives aux sub- 

ristanoes> deduction fut 

des recouvremens qui out 

euUeu 39,871,790 — l,66l,SM 11 8 



Total Liv. 51/08,034 — 2,188,418 1 8 
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ooffee-hotises are intoidcated with admiratloa at 
tlieir own wisdom aud ability. They speak with 
the most sovereign contempt of the rest of the 
world. They tell the people, to comfort them In 
the rags with which they have clothed them, that 
they are a nation of philosophers ; and, somedmes^ 
by all the arts of qnackish parade, by show, tamnlt, 
and bustle, sometimes by the alarms of plots and 
invasions, they attempt to drown the cries of indi* 
gence, and to divert the eyes of the observer from 
the ruin and wretchedness of the state. A brave 
people will certainly prefer liberty, accompanied 
with a virtuous poverty, to a depraved aud wealthy 
servitude. But before the price of comfort and 
opulence is paid, one ought to be. pretty sure it is 
real liberty which is purchased, and that she is to 
be purchased at no other price. I shall always, 
however, consider that liberty as very equivocal in 
her appearance, which has not wisdom aud justice 
for her companions, and does not lead prosperity 
and plenty in her train. 

The advocates for this revolution, not satisBed 
vnih exaggerathig the vices of their ancient govern- 
ment, striltc at the fame of their country itself, by 
painting almost all that could have attracted the 
attention of strangers, I mean their nobility and 
their clergy, as objects of horror. If this were only 
a libel, there had not been much in it. But it has 
practical consequences. Had your nobility and 
gentry, who formed the great body of your laod^ 
men, and the whole of your military officers, re- 
sembled those of Germany, at the period when the 
Hanse-towns were necessitated to confederate 
against the nobles in defence of their property— 
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had they been like the Orsiui and Vitelli in Italy» 
who used to sally from their fortified dens to rob 
the trader and the traveller — had they been such as 
the Mamalukes in Egypt, or the Nayres on the coast 
of Malabar — I do admit, that too critical an inquiry 
might not be adviseable into the means of freeing the 
world from such a nuisance. The statutes of equity 
and mercy might be veiled for a moment. The 
tenderest minds, confounded with the dreadful ex- 
igence in which morality submits to the suspension 
of its own rules in favour of its own principtoi, 
might turn aside whilst fraud and violence were 
accomplishing the destruction of a pretended Ikobi- 
lity which disgraced whilst it persecuted human 
nature. . The persons most abhorrent from blood, 
and treason, and arbitrary confiscation, might re- 
main silent spectators of this civil war between the 
vices. 

But did the privileged nobility who met under 
the king's precept at Versailles, in 1789, or their 
constituents, deserve to be looked on as the Nayres 
or Mamalukes of this age, or as the Orsini and Yi- 
tdUi of ancient times? If I had then asked the 
question, I should have passed for a madman. 
What have they since done that they were to be 
driven into exile, that their persons should be 
hanted about, mangled, and tortured, their families 
dispersed, their houses laid in ashes, that their -fv* 
der should be abolished, and the memory of it, if 
possible, extinguished, by ordaining them to change 
the very names by which they were usually known ? 
Read their instructions to their representatives. 
They breathe the spirit of liberty as warmly, and 
they recommend reformation as strongly, as any 
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Other order. Their privileges relative to oootribi 
tioD were volantarily surrendered; as the kla| 
from the beginoing, surrendered all pretence to 
right of taxation. Upon a free constitutioo jthei 
was but one opinion in France. The absolate moi 
Qtchy was at an end. It breathed its last frithoi 
a groan, without struggle, without convulsion. Ik 
the struggle, all the dissension, arose afterwan 
upon the preference of a despotic deouicracy to 
government of reciprocal control. The triaaqi 
of the victorious party was over the priuciples of ■ 
British constitution. 

I have observed the affectation which, for mti 
years past, has prevailed in Paris, even to a degH 
perfectly childish, of idolizing the memory .of ytf 
Heury the Fourth. If any thing could put one M 
of humour with that ornament to the kingly dn 
racter, it would be this overdone style of iusidloi 
panegyric. The persons who have worked thl 
engine the most busily, are those who have ende 
their panegyrics in dethroning his successor IB 
descendant ; a man, as good-natured at the ktffl 
as Henry the Fourth; altogether as fond ofjil 
people ; and who has done infinitely more to coiM 
the ancient vices of the state than that great moi 
arch did, or we are sure he ever meant to ^ 
Well it is for his panegyrists that they iiavQ M 
him to deal with : for Henry of Navarre was a n 
solute, active, and politic prince. He poMe«4l 
indeed, great humanity and mildness ; b«t a -ki 
manity and mildness that never stood in the waf 4 
his interests. He never sought to be loved v^tlM 
patting himself first in a condition to be fntfl 
He used soft language with detennUied eoniai 



Burke's reflections. 25 

He asserted and maintained liis authority in the 
fioss^ and distributed his acts of concession only 
in the detail. He spent the income of his preroga- 
tires nobly ; but he took care not to break in upon* 
the capital ; never abandoning for a moment any of 
ib# claims which he. made under the fundamental 
lawBy nor sparing to shed the blood of those who 
apposed himi often in the field, sometimes upon 
the scaffold. Because he knew liow to make hii 
^rtues respected by the ungrateful, he has merited 
Ilia prases of those whom, if they had lived in hi« 
time, he would have shut up in the Bastile, and 
(fvooght to punishment along with the regicides 
mhom he hanged after he had famished Paris into a 
iunrender. 

If these panegyrists are in earnest in their admt* 
ration of Henry the Fourth, they must remember, 
tliat they cannot think more highly of him than be 
did of the noblesse of France, whose virtue, ho- 
DonTy courage, patriotism, and loyalty were hiff 
ooDfltaot theme. 

Bnt the nobility of France are degenerated since 
llie days of Henry the Foarth.r— This is possible : 
bet it is more than I can believe to be true in any 
greal degree. I do not pretend to know France je 
oomctly as some others ; but I have endeavovred 
tluongh my whole life to make myself acquainted 
with hnman nature; otherwise I should be unfit to 
take even my humble part in the service of mail- 
Idnd. In that study 1 could not pass by a vast per* 
ikm of our nature, as it appeared modified in a 
covDtry bnt twenty- four miles from the shore of 
tills iiriand. On my best observation, compared 
with my best inqairies, I found your nobilitjr for 

VOL. II. c 
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the greater pari composed of men td 
and of a delicate sense of faODour, boll 
to themaelTes iadiTidually, ud with i 
whole corps, over whom Ibey kept, b 

were tolerably well-bred ; very officii 
and hospiinble; in their coDrerButii 
open; irllh a good military (one ; a 
tinctured with literature, particular 
thon in their own langaage. Mac 
rioDs (ai ahore this desciiptiou. 1 1 
wbo were generally met with. 

Ah to their behayioar to the in( 
the; appeared lo me to comport thems 
them with good-aatnre, and with «oi 
nearly approachiog to fainiliarily, tha 
practised with as In the interconrse 
higher aod lower ranks of life. To bi 
son, even in the most abject conditiot 
in a manner uuknown, and would h 
graceful. Inatances of other ill-trea 
humble part of the community were 
to attacks made npon the properly or 
liberty of the commons, 1 never heard 
loeier from ihem ; nor, whilst the 1 
Tjgonr under the Mucieiit goTemment, 
tyranny In sutjects have been permit! 
of landed estates, I bad no fault to fi 
conduct, Ihongh much (o reprehend, 
>riib changed, in many of the old teni 
the letting of their land was by ren 
dlacover that their agreementi with 
were oppieialvc ) nor when tbaj tmi 
ibtp with the fuutr, u often wu thi 
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eard that they had taken the lion's share. The 
roportions seemed not inequitable. There might 
e exceptions ; but certainly they were exceptions 
oly; I have no reason to believe that in these re- 
jects the landed noblesse of France were worse 
lain the landed gentry of this country ; certainly in 
respect more vexatious than the land- holders, 
ot noble, of their own nation. In cities the nobi- 
ty bad no manner of power ; in the country very 
ttle. Yon know, sir, that much of the civil go- 
irnment, and the police in the roost essential 
irts, wa^j not in the hands of that nobility which 
resents itself first to our consideration. The rc- 
mie, the system and collection of which were the 
08t grievous parts of the French government, was 
K administered by the men of the sword; nor 
ere they answerable for the vices of its principle, 
' the- vexations, where any such existed, in its ma- 
gement. 

Denying, as I am well warranted to do, that the 
ibllity had any considerable share in the oppres- 
m of the people, in cases in which real oppres* 
m existed, I am ready to admit that they were 
It without considerable faults and errors. A 
olish imitation of the worst part of the manners 
England, which impaired their natural character 
itboot substituting in its place what, perhaps, 
ef meant, has certainly rendered them worse 
an formerly they were. Habitual dissoluteness of 
utnen continued beyond the pardonable period 
ttfe, was more common amongst them than it is 
Ith us ; and it reigned with the less hope of re- 
edjy though possibly with something of less mis« 
ief, by being covered with more exterior decomtm 
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They countenanced too mach that licentiom phU** 
•ophy which has helped to bring on their rain. 
There was another error amongst them more fttaL 
Those of the commons, who approached to or ei- 
oeeded many of the nobility in point of wealthj 
were not fully admitted to the rank and ettimaSioii 
which wealth, in reason and good p<^icyy ongbt (a 
bestow in every country; thongh I think aol 
equally with that of other nobility. The two kiMk 
of aristocracy were too punctiliously kept asunderi 
less so, however, than in Germany and some other 
nations. 

This separation, as I have already taken the H- 
berty of suggesting to you, I conceive to be oae 
principal cause of the destruction of the old nott* 
Uty« The military, particularly, was too exdosifflf 
reserved for men of family. But after all, thiswv 
an error in opinion, which a conflicting opiilsr 
would have rectified. A permanent assembly^ i 
which the commons had their share of powf 
would soon abolish whatever was too invidiont t 
insulting in these distinctions ; and even the tn 
in the morals of the nobility would have been f 
bably corrected by the greater varieties of occnpf 
and pursuit to which a constitution by orders w 
have given rise. 

AU this violent cry against the nobility I tt 
be a mere work of art. To be honoured an^ 
pririleged by the laws, opinions, and inveterate 
of our country,' growing out of the pr^iv 
ages, has nothing to provoke horror and li 
don in any man. Even to be too tenacious 
privileges. Is not absolutely a crime. Tb 
itivggle ia e?ery individual to preserve p 
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of what he has found to belong to him and to dU 
stinguisb him, is one of the securities against in- 
justice and despotism implanted in our nature. It 
operates as an instinct to secure property, and to 
preserve communities in a settled state. What u 
(here to shock in this ? Nobility is a graceful onuu 
inent to the civil order^ It is the Corinthian capi- 
tal of polished society. Omnes honi nobUitati semm 
per /avemus, was the sa>1ng of a wise and good 
man. It is, indeed, one sign of a liberal and bene- 
volent mind to incline to it with some soi-t of partial- 
propensity. He feels no ennobling principle in his 
own heart who wishes to level all the artificial in<« 
stStndons which have been adopted for giving a 
hody to opinion, and permanence to fugitive et^ 
teem. It is a sour, malignant, envious dispositioi^ 
withoat taste for the reality or for any image or 
representation of virtue, that sees with joy the no- 
merited foil of what had long flourished in splendor 
and in honour. I do not like to see any thing de- 
stroyed ) any void produced in society ; any ruin on 
the face of the landL It was, therefore, with no dis- 
appcmitment or dissatisfaction that my inquiries and 
ebaervation did not present to me any incorrigibte 
lAecB in the noblesse of France, or any abuse which 
ooold not be removed by a reform very short of 
abolition. Your noblesse did not deserve punish* 
Bent; but to degrade is to punish. 

It was with the same satisfaction I found thai. 
tlie result of my inquiry concerning your clergy 
Was not dissimilar. It is no soothing news to my 
ears, that great bodies of men are incurably cor- 
tvpt. It is not with ninch credulity I listen to any, 
mkask they speak evil of those whom they are going 
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toplonder. I rather Bospect that vices arc 
or exaggerated, when profit is loolsed for 
panishment. An enemy is a bad witness : i 
is a worse. Vices and abases there were v 
edly in that order, and must be. It W8 
establishment, and not frequently revised 
saw no cnmes iu the individuals that men 
fiscation in their substance, nor those cmc 
and degradations, and that unnatural pen 
which have been substituted in the place 
orating regulation. - 

If there had been any just cause for this 
ligious persecution, the atheistic libellers, 
as trumpeters to animate the populace to 
do not love any body so much as not to dv 
complacence on the vices of the exlsUn 
This they have not done. They find th 
obliged to rake into the histories of foiu 
which they have ransacked with a maligi 
profligate industi7, for every instance of of 
and persecution which has been made by t 
or in its favour, in order to justify, upon vei 
tous, because very illogical principles of ret 
their own persecutions, and their own < 
After destroying all other genealogies an 
distinctions, they invent asortof pedigree o 



BURK£'S REFLECTIONS. 31 

violent condact of ecclesiastics in former times as 
much as their present persecutors can do, and who 
would be as loud and as strong in the expression of 
that sense, if they were not well aware of the 
purposes for which aU this declamation is em- 
ployed. 

Corporate bodies are immortal for the good of 
the members, but not for their punishment. Na- 
tions themselves are such corporations. As well 
might we in England think of waging inexpiable 
war upon all Frenchmen for the evils which they 
hare brought upon us in the several periods of our 
mutual hostilities. You might, on your part, think 
yourselves justified in falling upon all EnglishmeQ, 
on account of the unparalleled calamities brought 
upon the people of France by the unjust invasions 
of our Henrys and our Edwards. Indeed, we should 
l^ mutually justified in this exterminatory war 
npon each other, full as much as you are in the un«. 
provoked persecution of your present countrymen, 
on account of the conduct of men of the same name 
In other times. 

. We do not draw the moral lessons we might 
from history. On the contrary, without care, it 
may be used to vitiate our minds and to destroy, our 
happiness. In history a great volume is unrolled 
for our instruction, drawing the materials of future 
unsdom from the past errors and infirmities of 
mankind. It may, in the perversion, serve for a 
magazine, furnishing offensive and defensive wea* 
pons for parties in church and state, and supplying 
the means of keeping alive, or reviving dissension) 
jRnd animosities, and adding fuel to ci^l fury. 
History consists, for the greater part, of the miae- 



ries broagfai upon the world by pride, ftmUdM, 
ftTarice, revenge, lust, sedittoD, hypocrisy, ttafUlh 
temed zeal, and all the train of disorderly appi« 
tites, which shake the public with the same 



troublous stomu that toss 



The private ttate, and raidor hto UBsireet. 

• 

These riees are the causes of those storms. "M* 
gion, morals, laws, prerogatives, privileges, UbeitieB, 
rights of men, are the pretexts. The pretexts ait 
always found in some specious appearance of a real 
good. Yon would not secure men from tyranny tnd 
9edition, by rooting out of the mind the prindpld 
to which these fraudulent pretexts apply ? If ^ 
did, you would root out every thing that is vahi^ 
able in the human breast. As these are the pre* 
texts, so the ordinary actors and instruments iB 
great public evils are kings, priests, magistrates, se* 
nates, parliaments. National Assemblies, judges, 
and captsuns. You would not cure the evil by rt* 
solving that there should be no more monarche, not 
ministers of state, nor of the Gospel ; no interpret- 
ers of law; no general officers; no public coon* 
cils. You might change the names. The things ia 
aome shape must remain. A certain quantum cf 
frower must always exist in the community, ii 
some hands j and under some appellation. Wl86 
men will apply their remedies to vices, not ttt 
names ; to the causes of evil, which are permaacMi 
not to the occasional organs by which they act, atfl 
the transitory modes In which they appear : otbeH 
wise, yon will be wise historically, a fool in piM^ 
tfetk Seldom hare two agea the same fiuihKmtft 
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th^r pretexts and the same modes of mischief. 
Wickedness is a little more inventive. Whilst you 
are discussing fashion, the fashion is gone by. The 
very same vice assumes a new body. The spirit 
transmigrates ; and, far from losing its principle of 
life by the change of its. appearance, it is renovated 
in its new organs with the fresh vigour of a jui^e- 
nlle activity. It walks abroad; it continues its 
ravages, whilst you are gibbeting the carcass, or 
demolishing the tomb. You are terrifying yourself 
with ghosts and apparitions, whilst your house is 
the haunt of robbers. It is thus with all those, 
who, attending only to the shell and busk of history, 
thiuk they are waging war with intolerance, prid^ 
QBd cruelty, whilst, under colour of abhorring the 
iU principles of antiquated parties, they are autho^- 
xiftittg and feeding^he same odious vices in diflfereot 
Actions, and perhaps in worso^ 

Your citizens of Paris formerly had lent them* 
adlves as the ready instruments to slaughter th^ 
followers of Calvin, at the infamous massacre of 
St. Bartholomew. What should we say to thott 
who could think of retaliating on the Parisians of 
this day the abominations andhorrors of that time ) 
They are, indeed, brought to abhor that massacre. 
Ferocious as they are, U is not difficult to mako 
tibem dislike it ; because the politicians and isshioii* 
able teachers have no interest in giving tfielr p«8# 
sions exactly the same direction. Still, however^ 
ffaey find It thrir interest to keep the same savage 
dispositions alive. It was but the other day thai 
they caused this very massacre to be acted on the 
ata^e for the diversion of the descendants of tboat 
vdio oommitted it» Ip this tragic farce they prOf 

c2 
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jdvced the cardinal of Lorraine in bis robes of fonc- 
:tiOD, ordering general slaughter. Was this specta- 
de intended to make the Parisians abhor perMea- 
lion, and loathe the effusion of blood ?-^No ; it ym 
to teach them to persecute their, own patton ; it 
.was to excite them, by raising a disgust and horror 
of their clergy, to an alacrity in banting down to 
destruction an order, which, if it ought to exist at 
all, ought to exist, not only in safety, but in reve- 
rence. It was to stimulate their cannibal appetitet, 
which one would think had been gorged snfflcieotlyi 
.by variety and seasoning ; and to quicken them to 
,an alertness in new murders and massacres, if it 
should suit the purpose of the Guises of the day. 
•An assembly, in which sat a multitude of priests 
^nd prelates, was obliged to suffer this indignity at 
its door. The author was not sent to the galleys, 
Dor the players to the house of correction. Not 
long after this exhibition, those players came for- 
ward to the assembly to claim the litcs of that 
Tery religion which they had dared to expose, and 
to show their prostituted faces in the senate, whilst 
the archbishop of Paris, whose function was known 
to his people only by his prayers and benedictions, 
and his wealth only by his alms, is forced to aban- 
don his house^ and to fly from his flock, as from 
ravenous wolves, because truly, in the sixteenth 
century, the cardinal of Lorraine was a rebel and a 
murderer. 

: Such is the effect of the perversion of. history bj 
those who, for the same nefarious purposes, ha? 
perverted every other part of learning. . But thof 
who will stand upon that elevation of rea8on,.iiHiic 
f^lacea «entaries,under our eye, and brings thingi 
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the true point of comparison, which obscures little 
nanoes, and effaces the colours of little parties ; and 
to which nothing can ascend but the spirit and 
moral qvality of human actions ; will say to the ' 
teachers of the Palais Royal — ^the cardinal of Lor- 
raine was the murderer of the sixteenth century; 
you have the glory of being the murderers in the 
eighteenth ; and thia id the only difference between ■ 
you. But history, in the nineteenth century, better 
understood, and better employed, will, I trust, 
teach a civilized posterity to abhor the misdeeds of 
both these barbarous ages. It will teach future 
priests and magistrates not to retaliate upon the 
speculative and inactive atheists of future times^ 
the enormities committed by the present practical 
zealots and furious fanatics of that wretched error; 
which, in its quiescent state, is more than punished 
whenever it is embraced. It will teach posterity 
uot to make war upon either religion or philosophy, 
for- the abuse which the hypocrites of both have 
made of the two most valuable blessings conferred 
upon us by the bounty of the universal Patron, who 
in all things eminently favours and protects the ract 
of man. ' 

If your clergy, or any clergy, should show them* 
selves' vicious beyond the Mr bounds allowed to 
human infirmity, and to those professional faults 
which can hardly be separated from professional 
virtues, though their vices never can countenance 
the exercise of oppression, I do admit, that they 
would naturally have the effect of abating very much 
of our indignation against the tyrants who exceed 
measure and justioe in -their punishment. I osn 
allow in dei^men, through all -their divisions^ 
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some tcnacioasness of their own opinion; some 
overflowings of zeal for its propagation ; some pfe* 
di lection to their own state and oflSce ; some at« 
tachment to the interest of their own corps; soaw 
preference to those who listen with docility to tbthr 
doctrines, beyond those who scorn and deride them. 
I allow all this, because I am a man who have to 
deal with men, and who would not, through a vio* 
lence of toleration, run into the greatest of all into- 
lerance. I must bear with infirmities until they 
fester into crimes. 

Undoubtedly, the natural progress of the pas* 
aions, from frailty to vice, ought to be prevented 
by a watchful eye and a firm hand. But is it trae 
that the body of your clergy had passed those lindti 
of a just allowance ? From the general style (rf 
your late publications of all sorts, one would be led 
to believe that your clergy in France were a sort oi 
monstei*s; a horrible composition of superstition, 
ignorance, sloth, fraud, avarice, and tyranny. But 
is this true ? Is it true, that the lapse of time, the 
cessation of conflicting interests, the woful ezpe> 
lience of the evils resulting from party rage, has 
had no sort of influence gradually to meliorate thor 
minds ? Is it true, that they were daily reneidng 
Invasions on the civil power, troubling the domestic 
quiet of their country, and rendering the opera- 
tions of its government feeble and precarious? Is 
it true, that the clergy of our times have pressed 
down the laity with an iron hand, and' were, in all 
places, lighting up the fires of a savage persecution ? 
Did they by every fraud endeavour to increase thdv 
estates ? Did they use to exceed the dne demandi 
pn esta^ thai were their own i Or, rigidly, tcnm* 
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ip right into wrong, did they coDfert a legal 
. into a vexatious extortion ? When not pos* 
d of power, were they filled with the vicea of 
! who envy it ? Were they inflamed with a 
)t litigious spirit of controversy ? Goaded on 
the ambition of intellectual sovereignty, were 
ready to fly in the face of all magistracy, to 
hnrches, to massacre the priests of other de- 
tions, to pull down altars, and to make their 
Mrer the mins of subverted governments to an 
re of doctrine, sometimes flattering, sometimes 
ig the consciences of men irom*the jurisdic- 
>f public institutions into a submission to their 
•nid authority, beginning with a claim of liberty 
nding with an abuse of power ? 
cte, or some of these, were the vices olitjected, 
lot wholly without foundation, to several of 
iinrchmen of former times, who belonged to 
two great parties which then divided aiid 
bcted Europe. 

there was Ip France, as in other countries 
visibly is, a great abatement, rather than any 
ase of these vices, instead of loading the pre* 
:lergy with the crimes of other men, and the 
18 character of other times, in common equity 
ought to be praised, encouraged, and sup* 
d, in their departure from a spirit which dia* 
d their predecessors, and for having assumed 
iper of mind and manners more suitable to 
•acred function. 

len my occasions took me into France^ towards 
lose of the late reign, the clergy, under all 
forms, engaged a considerable part of my ca* 
r. So fiurlrom ftnding (exoept fnm om aet 
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of men, not then very numerous tliough very active] 
the complaints and discontents against that body, 
which some publications had given me reAson to 
expect, I perceived little or no public or private 
uneasiness on their account. On farther ezaraina*' 
tion, I found the clergy, in general, persons of mo^ 
derate minds and decorous manners ; I include the 
seculars, and the regulars of both sexes. I had not 
the good fortune to know a great many of the pa- 
rochial clergy ; but in general I received a perfectly 
good account of their morals, and of their attentioD 
to their duties. With some of the higher clergy I 
had a personal acquaintance, and of the rest in 
that class very good means of information. Tbcy 
were, almost all of them, persons of noble birtb: 
They resembled others of their own rank ; and 
where there was any difference, it was in their fa- 
vour. They were more fully educated than the 
military noblesse ; so as by no means to disgrace 
their professiiion by ignorance, or by want of fitness 
for the exercise oif their authority. They seemed 
to me, beyond the clerical character, liberal and 
open ; with the hearts of gentlemen, and men of 
honour ; neither insolent nor servile in their man- 
ners and conduct. They seemed to me rather a 
superior class ; a set of men, amongst -whom yod 
would not be surprised to find a Fenelou. I saw 
among the clergy in Paris (many of the description 
are not to be met with any where) men of great 
learning and candour ; and I had reason to believe, 
that this description was not confined to PaHs. 
What I found in other places, I know was acd« 
dental ; and ' therefore to be presumed a felr 
Moiple. I spent a few days in a provincial towto^ 
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where, iu the absence of the bishop, I passed my 
evenings with three clergymen, his vicars general, 
persons who would have done Iionour to any church. 
They were all well informed ; two of them of deep, 
general, and extensive erudition, ancient and mo- 
dem, oriental and western; particularly iu their 
own profession. They had a more extensive know- 
ledge of our English divines than I expected, and 
they entered into the genius of those writers y9iih 
a critical accuracy. One of these gentlemen is 
since' dead, the abb^ Morangis. I pay this tribute, 
without reluctance, to the memory of that noble, 
reverend, learned, and excellent person; and I 
should do the same, with equal cheerfulness, to the 
merits of the others, who I believe are still living, 
if I did not fear to hurt those whom I am unable to 
serve. 

Some of these ecclesiastics of rank, are, by all 
titles, persons deserving of general respect. They 
are deserving of gratitude from me, and from many 
English. If this letter should ever come into tbeii' 
bands, I hope they will believe there are those of 
our nation who feel for their unmerited fall^ and 
for the cruel confiscation of their fortunes, with no 
common sensibility. What I say of them is a testa* 
mony, as far as one feeble, voice can go', which I 
owe to truth. Whenever the question of this nn- 
natural persecution is concerned, I will pay it. No 
one shall prevent me from being just and grateful. 
The time is fitted for the duty ; and it is particularly 
jiiecoming to show our justice and gratitude, when 
those who have deserved well of us and of man- 
kind are labouring under popular obloquy and the 
jiersecntious of oppreissive power. 



40 BURKE'S RBFLKCnONS. 

Yon had, before year revolution, about ahnadied 
and twenty bishops. A tew of them were men of 
emineDt sanctity, and charity without limit. Wfaeo 
we talk of the heroic, of conrse we tallt of rare 
▼irttie. I believe the instances of eminent depnu 
▼ity may be as rare amongst them as those of trans* 
eeodent goodness. Examples of ararice and of 
ficentiousness may be piciced out, I do not qnestioo 
it, by those who delight in the investigation which 
leads to such discoveries. A man, as old as I am, 
will not be astonished that several, in every descrip- 
tion, do not lead that perfect life of self-denial, 
with regard to wealth or to pleasure, which if 
wished for by all, by some expected, but by oods 
exacted with more rigoor tluin by those who ait 
the most attentive to their own interests, or the 
most indulgent to their own passions* When I was 
in France, I am certain that the number of vidoos 
prdates was not great. Certain individuaU among 
them, not distinguishable for the regularity of their 
Uves, made some amends for their want of the se* 
vere virtues, in their possession of the lil>eral, and 
were endowed with qualities which made then 
useful in the church and state. I am told, that with 
few exceptions, Louis the Sixteenth had been mow 
attentive to character, in his promotions to tbit 
ranic, than his immediate predecessor ; and I be* 
lieve (as some spirit of reform has prevailed throng 
the whole reign,) that it may be true. Bat tbr 
present mling power has shown a disposition ool 
to plunder the church. It has punished aU prelate 
which is to favour the vicious, at least in point 
reputation. It has made a degrading penstoaf 
establishment, to, which no man of liberal ideal 
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il cooditioD will destine his children. It must 
into the lowest classes of the people. A» 
Ipn the inferior clergy are not numerous 
fh for their daties; as these duties are, beyond 
are, miunte and toilsome ; as yon have left no 
le dasaes of clergy at their ease ; in future no* 
' of science or erndition can exist in the Gal- 
church. To complete the project, without 
east attention to the rights of patrons, the 
nbly has provided in future an elective clergy; 
rangement which will drive out of the derkiai 
ssion all men of sobriety; all who can pretend 
lependence in their function or their conducts 
which will throw the whole direction of the 
c mind into tlie bands of a set of licentions, 
crafty, factious, flattering wretches, of such 
ition and sach habits of life as will malie their 
imptible pensions (in comparison of which tht 
ad of an exciseman is lucrative and honourable) 
iject of low and iUlbeVal intrigue. Those ofll- 
whom they still caU bi^ops, are to be dected 
provision comparatively mean, through tbo 
arts (that is, electioneering arts,) by men of 
sligions tenets that are known or can be in« 
id. The new lawgivers have not ascertained 
thing whatsoever concerning thdr qualifiea«» 
, relative either to doctrine or to morals, no 
: Chan they have done with regard to the subor- 
• dergy ; nor does it appear but that both the 
T and the lower may, at their discretion, 
Ise or preach any mode of religion or irrdi- 
that they please. I do not yet see what tho 
liction of bishops over their subordinates to to 
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be; or whether they are to hare anyjinli 
irtaU. 

In short, sir, it seems to me, that this nei 
siastical establishment is intended only to b 
porary, and preparatory to the utter aboliUc 
der any of its forms, of the Christian r 
whenever the minds of men are prepared 1 
last stroke against it, by the accomplishmem 
plan for bringing its ministers into unirers 
tempt. They who will not believe, that the 
sophical fanatics who guide in these mattei 
long entertained such a design, are utterly i( 
of their character and proceedings. These 
siasts do not scruple to avow their opinion 
state can subsist without any religion bett 
with one ; and that they are able to supply tl 
of any good which may be in it, by a pn 
their own — namely, by a sort of educatic 
have imagined, founded in a knowledge of tl 
sical wants of men; progressively carried 
enlightened self-interest, which, when well 
stood, they tell us will identify with an ' 
more enlarged and public. The scheme 
education has been long known. Of late.l 
stinguish it (as they have got an entire new ; 
clature of technical terms) by the name of 
JSducatian, 

f Itnnp tlipfr nnrt-iaane in 'RnorlAtiH ftn wltn 
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III the present condition of the world, would be the 
last cormption of the chnrch ; the atter rain of the 
cierical character ; the most dangerous shock that 
tbe state ever received through a misunderstood 
arrangement of rriigion. I know well enpugh thai 
the bishoprics and cures, under kingly and seignoral 
patronage, as now they are in England, and as they 
have been lately in France, are sometimes acquired 
by unworthy methods; but the other mode of 
ecclesiastical canvas subjects them infiniteJy more 
surely and more generally to all the evil arts of 
low ambition, which, operating on and through 
greater numbers, will produce mischief in propor« 
tion. 

. Those of you who have robbed the clergy, think 
Ihat they shall easily reconcile their conduct to all 
protestant nations; because the clergy, whom they 
have thus plundered, degraded, and given over to 
mockery and scorn, are of the Roman catholic, 
that is, of their own pretended persuasion. I hare 
BO doabt that some miserable bigots will be found 
liere as well as elsewhere, who hate sects and par- 
lies diflTerent from their own, more than they love 
the substance of religion ; and who ^re more angry 
^th those who differ from them in their particular 
plans and systems, than displeased with those who 
attack the foundation of our common hope. These 
men will write and speak on the subject in the- 
manner that is to be expected from their temper 
and character. Burnet says, tliat when he was in 
France, in the year 1683, << tbe method which car- 
jled over the men of the finest parts to popery was 
ihis — they brought themselves to doubt of the 
vrhole Christian religion. When that, was once 
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done, it seemed a more indifierent thing of what 
^de or form they coutinaed outwardly." If tldi 
was then the ecclesiastic pc^cy of France, it is wiiit 
they have since but too much reason to repent q£ 
They preferred atheism to a form of religion not 
agreeable to their ideas. They sncoeeded in do* 
stroyiog that form ; and atheism has sncoeeded itt 
destroying them. I can readily give credit to Bur- 
net's story ; because I have observed too mndi of ft 
siniilar spirit (for a little of it is '* ranch too mndT) 
amongst ourselves. The hnmonr, however, is not' 
general. 

The teachers who reformed onr religion in Bog« 
land bore no sort of resemblance to your present 
reforming doctors in Paris. Peiiiaps they were, 
like those whom they opposed, rather more than 
conld be wished under the influence of a party 
spirit ; bat they were most sincere believers ; mea 
of the most fervent and exalted piety; ready to 
die, as some of them did die, like true heroes, in 
defence of their particular ideas of Christianity; ai 
tliey would, with equal fortitude and more cheer- 
folly, for that stock of general truth, for the 
branches of which they contended with their blood. 
These men would have disavowed with horror those 
wretches who claimed a fellowship with them vpoa 
DO other titles than those of their having pillaged 
the persons with whom they maintained control 
Tersies, and their having despised the common reli- 
gion, for the purity of which they exerted them- 
sdves with a zeal, which unequivocally bespoke 
their highest reverence for the substance of that 
system which they wished to reform. Many of thdr 
descendants have retained the same zeal} bat (ai 
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engaged in conflict) with more moderadon* 
y do not forget that jtistice and mercy are tmb* 
liial parts of religion. Impious men do not re- 
mead themselves to their commnntou by InU 
y and cruelty towards any description of their 
m creatures. 

^e hear these new teachers continually boasting 
heir spirit of toleration. That those persons 
lid tolerate all opinions, who thiulc none to be 
itimation, is a matter of small merit. Equal 
ect is not impartial Icindness. The species of 
nrolence, which arises from contempt, is no 

charity. There are in England abundance of 

who tolerate in the true spirit of toleration* 
f think the dogmas of religion, though in di£- 
At degrees, are all of moment ; and that amongsi 
a there is, as amongst all things of value, a Just 
ad of pre^rence. They favour, therefore, and 

tolerate. They tolerate, not because they de* 
> opinions, but because they respect justice. 
f would reverently and a£fectionately protect aU 
lions, because they love and venerate the gr^ 
dple upon which they all agree, and the great 
ct to which they are all directed. Tliey begin 
e and more plainly to discern, that we have all 
>mmon cause, as against a common enemyi 
f will not be so misled by the. spirit of fiictkni, 
Dt to distinguish what is done in fovour of tbdr 
lifision, from those acts of hostility, whicih^ 
Bgh some particular description, ar6 aimed ti 
whole corps, in which they themselvesj under 
her denomination, are included. It is impoa* 
t for me to say what may be the character of 
y description of men amongst us* Bat I speak 
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for the greater part ; and for them, I mnst te 
that sacrilege is no part of their doctrine o 
works; that, so for from calling yon into thi 
lowship on sach title, if your professors a 
mitted to their commnnion, they mnst ca 
conceal their doctrine of the lawfiilness of i\ 
scription of innocent men; and that the] 
make restitution of all stolen goods what 
Till then they are none of ours. 

You may suppose that we do not approv 
confiscation of the revenues of bishops, and 
and chapters, and pai'ochial clergy possessinj 
pendent estates arising from land, because w 
the same sort of establishment in England. 
objectioQy you will say, cannot hold as to th 
fiscation of the goods of monks and nuns, 8 
abolition of their order. It is true, that th 
ticular part of your general confiscation dc 
affect England, as a precedent in point: I 
reason applies ; and it goes a great way. 'Fl 
parliament confiscated the lands of deal 
chapters in England on the same ideas upon 
your Assembly set to sale the lands of the m 
orders. But it is in the principle of injustii 
the danger lies, and not in the description 
&on8 on whom it is first exercised. I se 
country very near us, a course of policy p 
which sets justice, the common concern o 
kind, at defiance. With the National Asae 
France, possession is nothing; law and ns 
nothing. I see the National Assembly ope 
prolKite the doctrine of prescription, whld 
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l^reatest of their own lawyers tells ns, with 
ruth, is a part of the law of nature. He tells 
t the positive ascertainment of its limits, and 
ority from invasion, were among the caiuea 
lich civil society itself has been instituted, 
caption be once shaken, no species of pro* 
is secure, when it once becomes an olivject 
enough to tempt the cupidity of indigent 
I see a practice perfectly correspondent to 
rontempt of this great fundamental part of 
I law. I see the confiscators begin vdth 
!, and chapters, and monasteries; but I do 
i them end there. I see the princes of the 
who, by the oldest usages of that kingdom, 
rge landed estates (hardly with the compli- 
of a debate,) deprived of their possessions, 
I lieu of their stable independent propertyy 
d to the hope of some precarious, charitable 
D, at the pleasure of an assembly, which of 
will pay little regard to the rights of pen- 
I at pleasure, when it despises those of legal 
nors. flushed with the insolence of their 
iglorious victories, and pressed by the dis* 

caused by their lust of unhallowed lucre, 
minted but not discouraged, they have at 

ventured completely to subvert all property- 
descriptions throughout the extent of a great 
m. They have compelled all men, in all 
:tions of commerce, in the disposal of lands, 
. dealing, and through the whole communion 

to accept as perfect payment and good and 
tender, the symbols of their speculations on 
cted sale of their plunder. What vestiges of 

or property have they left? The tenant- 
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right of a cabbage-gardeo, a yearns inUtm 
hovel, the good-will of an alehouse, or ft 1 
shop, the very shadow of a constmctife |ir 
are more ceremoniously treated in our pAri 
than with you the oldest and most valoahle 
possessions, in the hands of the most resp 
personages, or than the whole body of the i 
and commercial interest of your country. ^ 
tertain a high opinion of the legislative ant] 
but we have never dreamed that parliamei 
any right whatever to violate property, to o 
prescription, or to force a currency of the 
fiction in the place of that which is real, and 
nised by the law of nations. But you, wb€ 
with refusing to submit to the most moder 
straints, have ended by establishing an nnb 
despotism. I find the ground upon whic! 
confiscators go is this j that indeed their p] 
ings could not be supported in a court of J 
but that the rules of prescription cannot 
legislative assembly.* So that this legislat 
sembly of a free nation sits, not for the M 
but for the destruction of property, and not 
perty only, -but of every rule and manm wfa 
give it stability, and of those instruments 
can alone give it circulation. 

When the Anabaptists of Munster, in tl 
teenth century, had filled Germany with con 
by their system of levelling, and their wild o 
oonceming property, to what conn try in '. 
did not the progress of their fury furnish jni 

• gps€ ch of Kr. Csmns, pnblidied by order g< 
tJH&aalAmmuUj, 
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of alarm? Of all things, wisdom is the most ter- 
rified with epidemical fanaticism, because of all 
coemies it is that against which she is the least 
able to farnish any kind of resource. We cannot 
\» ignorant of the spirit of atheistical fanaticisi;D, 
tliat is inspired by a multitude of writings, dispersed 
with incredible assiduity and expense, and by ser« 
woua delivered in all the streets and places of 
puUic resort in Paris. Tiiese writings and ser- 
mons have' filled the populace with a black and 
favage atrocity of mind, which supersedes in them 
the common feelings of nature, as well as all senti* 
ments of morality and religion ; insomuch that 
these wretches are induced to bear, with a sullen 
patience, the intolerable distresses brought upon 
them by the violent convulsions and permutations 
that have been made in property.* The spirit of 

« Whether the following description is strictly true I 
know not ; hut it is what the publishers would have pass 
for true, in order to animate others. In a letter from Toul, 
given in one of their papers, is the following passage oon- 
oeming the people of that district :—«« Dans la Revolu- 
tion actuelle, ils ont r^sist^ k toutes les seductions du bigo- 
tisme, aux persecutions et aux tracasserics des ennemis de 
la revolution. Ouhliant leurs plus grands int^rSts pour 
rendre homage aux vues d'ordre general qui ont determine 
FAssembl^e Nationale, ils voient, sans se plaindre, jiuppri- 
jner cette foule d'etablissemens ecdesiastiques par lesqueto 
ils subsistojent ; et mSme, en perdant leur si^ge ^piaoopal, 
la leule de toutes oes ressouroes qui pouvoit, ou plutftt qiu 
devoit, en toute equite, leur £tre conserv^e v condamn^s 4 
la plus eflf^ayante mis^re, sans avoir 6t4 ni pu 6tre enten- 
dttSf ils ne murmurent point, ils restent fiddles aux prindpes 
du plus pur patriotisme ; ils sont encore prets k verser leur 
sang pour le maintien de la constitution, qui va r^duire leur 
viUe 4 la plus deplorable nallite."-TThese people are not 
VOL. II. D 
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proselytism attends this spirit of fanaticism. They 
have societies to cabal and correspond at hom^ and 
abroad for the propagation of their tenets. The 
republic of Berne, one of the happiest, the most 
prosperous, and the best governed countries upon 
eartli, is one of the great objects, at the destractioii 
of which they aim. I am told they have in. some 
measui'e succeeded in sowing there the seeds of 
discontent. Tliey are busy throughout Germany. 
Spain and Italy have not been untried. England 
is not left out of the comprehensive scheme of their 
malignant charity ; and in England we find those 
who stretch out their arms to them, who recom- 
mend their examples from more than one pulpit, 
and who choose, in more than one periodical meet- 
ing, publicly to correspond with them, to appland 
them, and to hold them up as objects for imitation; 
who receive from them tokens of confraternity, and 
standards consecrated amidst tlieir rites and myst^ 
ries;* who suggest to them leagues of perpetni 
amity, at the very time when the power, to whlc 
our constitution has exclusively delegated the fed 
rative capacity of this kingdom, may find it ei| 
dient to make war upon them. 
It is not my fear of the confiscation of our chw 

supposed to have endured those suflferings and injustiof 
a struggle for liberty ; for the same account states truly 
they had been always. free: their patience in beggarj 
ruin, and their suffering, without reroonstraace, the 
flagrant and confessed injustice, if strictly true, can I 
thing but the effect of this dire fanaticism. A greaf 
titude all over France i« in the same condition and tb> 
temper. 
' • See the proceedUigs of the confederation' «t N( 
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property from this example in France that I dread, 
though £ think this would be no trifling evil. The 
great source of my solicitude is, lest it should ever 
be considered in England as the policy of a state 
to seek a resource in confiscations of any kind ; or 
that any one description of citizens should be 
brought to regard any of the others as their proper 
prey.* Nations are wading deeper and deeper into 
an ocean of boundless debt. Public debts, which 
at first were a security to governments, by interest- 
ing many in the public tranquillity, are likely in 
their excess to become Xhe means of their subver- 
sion. If governments provide for these debts by 
heavy impositions, they perish by becoming odioa& 



• *^ Si plures sunt it, quibus improbe datum est, quam illt 
qulbus ix^uste ademtum est, idcirco plus etiam valent?' 
Nan enim numero haec judicantur, sed pondere. Quaxa 
autism habet aequitatem, ut agnim, multis annis aut etiam. 
ssculis ante possessum, qui- nullum habuit, habeat; qui 
autem habuit, amittat I Ac, propter hoc injuriae genuSA, 
Laoedcmonii Lysandrum ephorum expulerunt : Agin re- 
gem (quod nunquam antea apud eos acciderat) necaverunt: 
exque eo tempore tants discordie secuts sunt, ut et tyranni 
exsisterint, et optimates exterminarentur, et praedarissimtf 
constituta respublica dilaberetur. Nee vero solum ipsa 
cccidit, sed etiam reliquam Grsciam eveztit contagionibufi 
malonmi, quae, a Licedsemoniis profects, manSlrunt latius.*^ 
After speaking of the conductof the model of true patriots* 
Aratus of Sicyon, which was in a very different spirit, he 
says, '* Sie par est agere cum civibiu t non (utbis jam vidi* 
mus) hastam in foro ponere, et bona civium voci subgicere ' 
pneconis. At ille Grsecus (id, quod fuit sapientis et pne- 
stantis viri) omnibus consulendum esse putavit ; eaque est 
•umma ratio et sapientia boni civis, commoda civium noiK 
divellere, ged omnes eSidem equitnte continere."— Ctc. Q^ 
ab.ii. 
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to the people ; if they do not provide for them, 
they will he undone by the efforts of the most dan- 
gerous of all parties ; I mean an extensive discon- 
tented monied interest, injnred and not destroyed. 
The men who compose this interest look for their 
security, in the first instance, to the fidelity of go- 
vernment; in the second, to its power. If they 
find the old government effete, worn out, and with 
their springs relaxed, so as not to be of sufficient 
vigour for their purposes, they may seek new ones 
that shall be possessed of more energy ; and tliis 
energy will be derived, not from an acquisition of 
resources, but from a contempt of justice. Revola- 
tions are favourable to confiscation ; and it is im- 
possible to know under what obnoxious names the 
next confiscations will be authorized. I am sure 
that the principles predominant in France extend to 
very many persons and descriptions of persons in ill 
countries who think their innoxious indolence thdr 
Security. This kind of innocence in proprietor 
may be argued into inutility; and inutility into a 
untitness for their estates. Many parts of Enrof 
are in open disorder. In many others there ii 
hollow murmuring under ground ; a confused mo^ 
ment is felt, that threatens a general earthquake 
the political world. Already confederacies and ( 
respondences of the most extraordinary nature 
forming, in several countries.* In such a stc 
things we ought to hold ourselves upon our gf 
In all mutations, if mutations must be, the cir 



• See two books intltlcd, " Enige Originalsdiri/ 
inuminatenordens." *' System und Folgen des II 
tenordam***"- Mmichen, i7B7* 
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stance which will serve most to blunt the edge of 
their mischief, and to promote what good may 
be iu them, is, that they should find us with our 
minds tenacious of justice, and tender of property. 

Bat it will be argued, that this confiscation in 
France ought not to alarm other nations. They 
say it is not made from wanton rapacity; that it is 
a great measure of national policy, adopted to re- 
move an extensive, inveterate, superstitious mis- 
chief. It is with the greatest difficulty that I am 
able to separate policy from justice. Justice is it- 
self the great standing policy of civil society ; and 
any eminent departure from it, under any cir- 
cumstances, lies under the suspicion -of being no 
policy at all. 

When men are encouraged to go into a certain 
mode of life by the existing laws, and protectjed in 
that mode as in a lawful occupation — when they 
have accommodated all their ideas, and all their 
habits to it — when the law had long made their 
adherence to its rules a ground of reputation, and 
their departure from them a ground of disgrace and 
even of penalty — I am sure it is unjust in legisla- 
ture, by an arbitrary act, to offer a sudden violence 
to their minds and their feelings ; forcibly to de- 
grade them from their state and condition, and to 
Itigmatize with shame and infamy that character 
and those customs which before had been made the 
measure of their happiness and honour. If to this 
be added an expulsion from their habitations, and 
a confiscation of all their goods, I am not sagacious 
enough to discover how this despotic sport, made 
of the feelings, consciences, prejudices, and proper- 
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ties of men, can be discriminated from the rankest 
tyranny. 

If the injustice of the course pursued in France 
be clear, the policy of the measure, that is, the 
public benefit to be expected from it, ought to be 
at least as evident, and at least as important. To 
a man who acts under the influence of no passion, 
who has nothing in view in his projects but the 
public good, a great difference will immediately 
strike him, between what policy would dictate on 
the original introduction of such institutions, and 
on a question of their total abolition, where they 
have cast their roots wide and deep, and where.by 
long habit things more valuable than themselves 
are so adapted to them, and in a manner inter- 
woven with them, that the one cannot be destroyed 
without notably impairing the other. He might be 
embarrassed, if the case were really such as so- 
phisters represent it in their paltry style of debating. 
But in this, as in most questions of state, there 
is a middle. There is something else than the 
mere alternative of absolute destruction or unre« 
formed existence. Spartam nactus es; hanc or- 
orna. This is, in my opinion, a rule of profomM 
sense, and ought never to depart from the mind t 
an honest reformer. I cannot conceive how ai 
man can have brought himself to that pitch 
presumption, to consider his country as notU 
but carfe blanche, upon which he may acrib 
whatever he pleases. A man full of warm spe 
lative benevolence may wish his society othen 
constituted than he finds it; but a good pat 
and 41 trne pditidan, always considers how he } 
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m^ke the most of the existing materials of his coun- 
try. A disposition to preserve, and an ability to 
improve, taken together, would be my standard of 
a statesman. Every thing else is vulgar in the con- 
ception^ perilous in the* execution. - t 
•' There are moments in the fortune of states when 
particular men are called to make improvements 
by great mental exertion. In those moments, 
even when they seem to enjoy the confidence of 
their prince and country, and to be invested with 
full authority, they have not always apt instru* 
inents. A politician, to do great things, looks for 
a power, what our workmen ciill a purchase,' and if 
he finds that power, in politics as in mechanics, he 
cannot be at a loss to apply it. In the monastic 
institutions, in my opinion, was found a great 
power for the mechanism of politic benevolence. 
There were revenues with a public direction ; there 
were men wholly set apart and dedicated to public 
purposes, without any other than public ties and 
public principles; men without the possibility of 
converting the estate of the community into a pri- 
vate fortune; men denied to self-interests, whose 
avarice is for some community; men to whom 
personal poverty is honour, and implicit obedience 
stands in the place of freedom. In vain shall a man 
look to the possibility of making such things when 
he wants them. The winds blow as they list. These 
institutions are the products of enthusiasm ; they 
are the instruments of wisdom. Wisdom cannot 
create materials ; they are the gifts of nature or of 
chance; her pride is in the use. The perennial 
existence of bodies corporate and their fortunes, 
are things particularly suited to a man who has 
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long vkws; who meditates designs tbat reqairt 
time in fashioning ; and which propose doraUoft 
when they are accomplished. He is not desernng 
to rank high, or even to be mentioned in the order 
of great statesmen, who, having obtained the com* 
mand and direction of snch a power as existed in 
the wealth, the discipline, and the habits of siieli 
corporations, as those which you have rashly de- 
stroyed, cannot find any way of converting it to the 
great and lasting benefit of his country. On tbt 
view of this snbject a thousand uses suggest them- 
telves to a contriving mind. To destroy any power 
growing wild from the rank productive force of the 
liuman mind, is almost tantamount, in the moral 
world, to the destruction of the apparently active 
properties of bodies in the material. It would be 
like the attempt to destroy (if it were in our com- 
petence to destroy) the expansive force of fixed idr 
in nitre, or the power of steam, or of electricity, or 
of magnetism. These energies always existed itt 
nature, and they were always discernible. They 
seemed, some of them unserviceable, some nonoitis, 
some no better than a sport to children ; until con- 
templative ability, combining with practical skill, 
tamed their wild nature, subdued them to use, and 
rendered them at once the most powerful and the 
most tractable agents, in subservience to the great 
views and designs of men. Did fifty thousand per- 
sons, whose mental and whose bodily labour yoft 
might direct, and so many hundred thousand a year 
of a revenue, which was neither lazy nor Bupentf^ 
Xious, appear too big for your abilities to widd? 
Had you no way of using the men but by convertliig 
monks into pensioners ? Had you do way of turn- 
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iDg the revenue to account, but through the impro- 
vident resource of a spendthrift sale ? If you were 
tbns defititnte of mental funds, the proceeding is in 
its nator«l course. Your politicians do not under- 
stand their trade; and therefore they sell their 
tools. 

Bnt the institutions savour of superstition in their 
very principle, and they nourish it by a per;nanent 
and standing influence. This I do not mean to 
dispute, but this ought not to hinder you from 
deriving from superstition itself any resources which 
may thence be furnished for the public advantage. 
Yon derive benefits from many dispositions and 
many passions of the human mind, which are of as 
doubtful a colour in the moral eye, as superstition 
itself. It was your business to eorrect and mitigate 
every thing that was noxious in this passion, as in 
all the passions. But is superstition the greatest 
of all possible vices ? In its possible excess I think 
it becomes a very great evil. It is, however, a moral 
subject ; and of course admits of all degrees and all 
modifications. Superstition is the religion of feehle 
minds; and they must be tolerated in an inter- 
mixture of it, in some trifling or some enthusiastic 
shape ot other ; else you will deprive weak minds of 
a resource found necessary to the strongest. The 
body of all true religion consists, to be sure, in 
ol>edience to the will of the Sovereign of the world $ 
in a confidence in his declarations, and an imita- 
tion of his perfections, llie rest is our own. It 
may be prejndicial to the great end ; it may be 
anidliary. Wise men, who, as such, are not ad^ 
nUreri (not admirers at least of the munera terra) 
are not violently attached to these things, nor do 

d2 
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tbej Tioleotly bate them. Wisdom U not tlie most 
wvere corrector of folly. They are the rival foiUee^ 
which mutually . wage so unrelenting a war; and 
wlUch make so cruel a use of their advantages, as 
t^y can happen to engage the immoderate vulgar 
on the one side or the other in their quarreb* 
Pmdence would be neuter ; but if, in the conten- 
tion l)etween fond attachment and fierce antipathy 
concerning things in their nature not made to pro* 
dace such heats, a prudent man were obliged to 
make a choice of what errors and excesses of en- 
thusiasm he would condemn or bear, perhaps he 
would think, that which builds to be more tolerable 
than that which demolishes — that which adorns • 
country, than that which deforms it — that whidi 
endows, than that which plunders — that whidi 
disposes to mistaken beneficence, than tliat which 
atimulates to real injustice — that which leads • 
man to refuse to himself lawful pleasures, than that 
which snatches from others the scanty subsiatenct 
of their self-denial. Such, I think, is- very neai^ 
the state of the question between the ancient founds 
era of monkish superstition, and the superstitiov 
jof the pretended philosophers of the hour. 

For the present I postpone all 'consideration r 
the supposed public profit of the sale, which, hov 
ever, I conceive to be perfectly delusive. I gh' 
))ere only consider it as a transfer of property. ( 
[the policy of that transfer I shall trouble you wU' 
few thoughts. 

In every prosperous community something v 
It produced than goes to the immediate suppof 
the producer. This surplus forms the incoo 
the, landed capitalist. It will be spent, by a 
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priietor who does not labour. But this idleness is 
itself the spring of labour; this repose the spur to 
industry. The only concern of the state is, that 
tlie capital taken in rent from the land should bi 
returned' again to the industry from Whence it came ; 
and that its expenditure should be with the least 
possible detriment to the morals of those who exi> 
pend it, and to those of the people to whom it iii 
returned. 

In all the views of receipt, expenditure, and per- 
sonal employment, a sober legislator would care^ 
fully compare the possessor whom he ^was recom* 
mended to expel, with the stranger who was pro^ 
posed to fill his place. Before the inconveniences 
are incurred which must attend all violent revolu- 
tions in property through extensive confiscation^ 
we ought to have some rational assurance that the 
purchasers of the confiscated property will be in a 
considerable degree inoix! laborious, more virtuous^ 
more sober, less disposed to extort an unrea.sonable 
proportion of the gains of the labourer, or to con* 
snme on themselves a larger share than is fit for the 
measure of an individual, or that they should be 
qualified to dispense the surplus in a more steady 
and equal mode, so as to answer the purposes of a 
politic expenditure, than the old possessors^ call 
those possessors, bishops, or canons, or commeada* 
tory abbots, or monks, or what you please. The 
monks are lazy. Be it so. Suppose them no otheiv 
wise employed than by singing in the choir. They 
are as usefully employed as those who neither sing 
nor say ; as usefully even as those who sing upoA 
the stage. They are as usefully employed as if they 
worked from dawn to dark in the iRuuinerable 
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servile, degrading, unseemly, unmanly, and- often 
most anwholesome and pestiferous occnpations^ to 
which, hy the social economy, so many wretches are 
inevitably doomed. If it were not generally per« 
nicions to disturb the natural course of things, and 
to impede, in any degree, the great wheel of circu- 
lation which is turned by the strangely directed 
labour of these unhappy people, I should be infi- 
nitely more inclined forcibly to rescue them from 
their miserable industry, than violently to disturb 
the tranquil repose of monastic quietude. Ha- 
manity, and perhaps policy, might better justify me 
in the one than in the other. It is a subject on 
which I' have often reflected, and never reflected 
without feeling from it. I am sure that no con- 
sideration, except the necessityof submitting to the 
yoke of luxury, and the despotism of fancy, who in 
Uicir own imperious way will distribute the surplus 
product of the soil, can justify the toleration of 
tmch trades and employments in a well-regulated 
state. But, for this purpose of distribution, it 
seems to me, that the idle expenses of monks are 
quite as well directed as the 'idle expenses of it 
lay-loiterers. 

When the advantages of the posseai^on and of 
the project are on a par, there is no motive for / 
change. But in the present case, perhaps, they ar 
not upon a par, and the difference is in favour < 
the possession. It does not appear to me, that tf 
expenses of those whom you are going to expel, ( 
In fact, take a course so directly and ao genen 
leading to vitiate and degrade and render misen 
those through whom they pass, as the expenier 
tiicwe fevonrites whom you are Intruding into t 
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ises. Why should the expenditure of a great 
ded property, which is a dispersiou of the surplus 
duct of the soil, appear intolerable to you or to 
, when it takes its course through the accmnn- 
on of vast libraries, which are the history of the 
:e and weakness of the human mind ; throagh 
at collections of ancient records, medals, and 
iSy which attest and explain laws and customs ; 
ragh paintings and statues, that, by imitating 
ore, seem to extend the limits of creation; 
DUgh grand monuments of the dead, which con- 
le the regards and connexions of life beyond the 
re ; through collections of the specimens of na- 
;, which become a representative assembly of all 
classes and families of the world, that by dls- 
Ition facilitate, and, by exciting curiosity, open 
.avenues to science? If, by great permanent 
iblishments, all these objects of expense are 
ter secured from the inconstant sport of personal 
rice and personal extravagance, are they worse 
Q if the same tastes prevailed in scattered in- 
duals ? Does not the sweat of the mason and 
penter, who toil in order to partake the sweat 
;he peasant, flow as pleasantly and as salubri- 
ly, in the construction and repair of the majestic 
ices of religion, as in the painted booths and 
lid sties of viee and luxury ; as honourably and 
irofitably in repairing those sacred works, which 
w hoary with innumerable years, as on the 
nentary receptacles of transient voluptuousness; 
•pera^ houses, and brothels, and gaming-houses, 
clttb>houses, and obelisks in the Champ de 
rs? Is the surplus product of the olive and the 
> worse employed in the frugal sustenance of 
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penioi^s, whom the fictions of a pious imai 
raises to dignity by construing in the se 
God, than in pampering the innumerable m 
of those who are degraded by being made 
domestics subservient to the pride of mai 
the decorations of temples an expenditi 
worthy a wi«e man than ribbons, and lac 
national cockades, and petit maUofu, and ji 
perSf and all the innumerable fopperies an> 
in if^hich opulence sports away the burth< 
superfluilty ? 

We tolerate even these ; not from love i 
but for fear of worse. We tolerate them, 
property and liberty, to a degree, reqni 
toleration. But why proscribe the oth 
surely, in every point of view, the more 
use of estates ? Why, through the violatic 
property, through an outrage upon every 
of liberty, forcibly carry them from the 1 
the worse ? 

This comparison between the new in> 
and the old corps is made upon a supposii 
no reform could be made in the latter, 
question of reformation,*! always consider < 
bodies, whether sole or consisting of mai 
much more susceptible of a public directic 
power of the state, in the use of their ) 
and in the regulation of modes and habits 
their members, than private citizens ever c 
perhaps ought to be ; and this seems to i 
material consideration for those who undei 
thing which merits the name of a polit 
prtse. — So far as to the estates of monaste 
With regard to the estates possessed b; 
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and canons, and commendatory abbots, I cannot 
find out for what reason some landed estates may 
not be held otherwise than by inheritance. Can 
any philosophic spoiler undertake to demgnstrate 
the positire or the comparative evil of hanng a 
certain, and that too a large portion of landed pro- 
perty, passing in succession through persons whose 
title to it is, always in theory, and often in fact, an 
eminent degree of piety, morals, and learning ; a 
property which, by its destination, in their turn, 
and on the score of merit, gives to the noblest 
families renovation and support, to the lowest the 
means of dignity and elevation ; a property, the 
. tenure of which is the performance of some duty, 
(whatever value you may choose to set upon that 
duty) and the character of whose proprietors de- 
Biaods at least an exterior decorum . and gravity of 
manners ; who are to exercise a generous but tem- 
perate hospitality ; part of whose income they are 
to consider as a trust for charity; and who, even 
when they fail in their tnust, when they slide from 
their character, and degenerate into a mere common 
secular nobleman or gentleman, are in no respclct 
worse than those who may succeed them in their 
forfeited possessions ? Is it better that estates 
should be held by those who have no duty, than by 
tbosie who have one? — ^by those whose character 
and dc^stination point to virtues, than by those who 
have no rule and direction in the expenditure of 
their estates but their own will and appetite ? Nor 
are these estates held altogether in the character or 
with the evils supposed inherent in mortmsdn. 
They pass from hand to hand with a more rapid 
circulation than any other. No excess is good; 
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and therefore too great a -proportion of landed pro» 
perty may belield officially for life ; but it does not 
seem to me of material injury to any. common-, 
wealth, that there should exist some estates that, 
have a chance of being acquired by other means* 
than the previous acquisition of money. 

This letter is grown to a great length, though it. 
is indeed short with regard to the infinite extent of 
the subject. Various avocations have from time to 
time called my mind from the subject. I was not 
sorry to give myself leisure to observe whether, in 
the proceedings of the National Assembly, I might 
not find reasons to change or to qualify some of my 
first sentiments. Every thing has confirmed me 
more strongly in my first opinions. It was my 
original purpose to talie a view of the piinciples.of 
the National Assembly with regard to the great 
and fundamental establishments; and to compare 
the whole of what you have substituted in the 
place of what you have destroyed, with the several 
members of our British constitution. But this 
plan is of greater extent than at first I computed, 
and I find that you have little desire to talce the 
advantage of any examples. At present I must 
content myself with some remarks upon your es- 
tablishments ; reserving for another time what I 
proposed to say concerning the spirit of our British 
monarchy, aristocracy, and democracy, as practl« 
cally they exist. 

I have taken a review of what has been done bf 
the governing power in France. I have certaioJl 
spoke of it with freedom. Those whose principle 
H is to despise the ancient permanent aepae of 
mankind, and to set up a scheme of society on new 
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principles, must naturally expect that such of us 
who think better of the judgment of the human 
race than of theirs, should consider both them and 
their devices as men and schemes upon their trial. 
They must take it for granted that we attend much 
to their reason, but not at all to their authority^ 
They have not one of the great influencing pre- 
judices of mankind in their favour. They avow 
their hostility to opinion. Of course they must 
expect no support from that influence, which, with 
every other authority, they have deposed from the 
seat of its jurisdiction. 

I can never consider this assembly as any thing 
else than a voluntary association of men, who have 
availed themselves of circumstances, to seize upon 
the power of the state. They have not the sanction 
and authority of the character under which they 
first met. They have assumed another of a very 
different nature ; and have completely altered and 
inverted all the relations in which they originally 
stood. They do not hold the authority they exer- 
cise under any constitutional law of the state. They 
have departed from the instructions of the people 
by whom they were sent ; which instructions, aff 
the assembly did not act in virtue of any ancient 
usage or settled law, were the sole source of their 
anthority. The most considerable of their acts have 
not been done by great majorities ; and in this sort 
of near divisions, which carry only the constructive 
authority of the whole, strangers will consider rea- 
sons as well as resolutions. 

If they had set up this new experimental govern- 
ment as a necessary substitute for an expelled ty- 
ranny, mankind would anticipate the time of pre^ 
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scription, which, through long usage, mellows iute 
legality governments that were violent in their com* 
meucement. All those who have affections which 
lead them to the conservation of civil order, would 
recognize, even in its cradle, the child as legitimate^ 
which has been produced from those principles of 
cogent expediency to which all just governments 
owe their birth, and on which they justify their 
continuance. But they will be late and reluctant iu 
giving any sort of countenance to the operations of 
a power, which has derived its birth from no law 
and no necessity ; but which, on the contrary, has 
had its origin in those vices and. sinister practices 
by which the social union is often disturbed and 
sometimes destroyed. This assembly has hardly a 
year's prescription. We have their own word for 
it that they have made a revolution. To make a 
revolution is a measure which, prima /Ypnie, re- 
quires an apology. To make a revolution is to sub- 
vert the ancient state of our country ; and no com- 
mon reasbns are called for to justify so violent a 
proceeding. Tiie sense of mankind authorises us 
to examine into the mode of acquiring new .power, 
and to criticise on the use that is made of it, with 
less awe and reverence than that which is usually 
conceded to a settled and recognized authority. 

In obtaining and securing their power, the as* 
sembly proceeds upon principles the most opposite 
from those which appear to direct them in the use 
of it. An observation on this difference will let us 
into the true spirit of their conduct. Every thSng 
which they have done, or continue to do, iu order 
to obtain and keep their power, is by the most 
commou arts. They proceed exactly as their au- 
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cestors of ambitiou have clone before them. Trace 
{hem through all their artifices, frauds, and vio- 
lences, you can find nothing at all that is new. 
They follow precedents and- examples with the 
punctilious exactness of a pleader. They never 
depart an iota from the authentic formulas of 
tyranny and usurpation. But in all the regulati<mii 
j-elatire to the public good, the spirit has been the 
very reverse of this. There they commit the whole 
•to. the mercy of untiied speculations ; they abandon 
the dearest interests of the public to those loose 
•theories to which none of them would choose to 
trust the slightest of his private concerns. They 
-make this difference, because in their desire of 
lObtaining and securing power they are thoroughly 
in earnest; there they travel in the beaten road. 
The public interests (because about them they have 
no real solicitude) they abandon wholly to chance ; 
I s;ay to chance, because their schemes have nothing 
lu experience to prove their tendency beneficial. 

We must always see with a pity not unmixed 
with respect, the errors of those who are timid 
and doubtful of themselves with regard to points 
wherein the happiness of mankind is concerned. 
But in these gentlemen there is nothing of the 
.tender parental solicitude which fears to cut up the 
infant for the sake of an experiment. In the vast- 
ness of their promises, and the confidence of their 
predictions, they far outdo all the boasting of 
empirics. The arrogance of their pretensions, in a 
•manner, provokes and challenges us to an inquiry 
into their foundation. 

. I am convinced that there are men of considerable 
parts among the popular leaders in the National 
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Assembly. Some of them display eloquence io 
speeches and their writings, lliis cannot be 
out powerful and cultivated talents. But eloq 
may exist without a proportionable degree o< 
dom. When I speak of ability, I am oblig 
distinguish. What they have done toward 
support of their system bespeaks no ordinar} 
In the system itself, taken as the scheme of 
public constructed for procuring the prosperii 
security of the citizen, and for promotlo; 
strength and grandeur of the state, I confet 
self unable to find out any thing which dispk 
a single instance, the work of a comprehensh 
disposing mind, or even the provisions of a 
prudence. Their purpose every where see 
have been to evade and slip aside from difi 
This it has been the glory of the great mast 
all the arts to confront and to overcome ; and 
they had overcome the first difficulty, to ti 
into an instrument for new conquests ove 
difficulties; thus to enable them to exteo 
empire of their science, and even to push fb 
beyond the reach of their original thought 
landmarks of the human understanding 
Difficulty is a severe instructor, set over us 
supreme ordinance of a parental Guardia 
Legislator, who knows us better than we kno^ 
selves, as he loves us better too. Pater ipse i 
Aaud facilem esse viam voMt, He that w: 
with us strengthens our nerves, and sharpe 
ekiU. Our antagonist is our helper. This an 
conflict with difficulty obliges us to an in 
acquaintance with our object, and compels 
consider U in all its relations. It will not sn 
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to be superficial. It is the want of nerves, of under- 
standing, for such a task ; it is the degenerate fond- 
ness for tricking short-cuts, and little fallacious 
f^ilities, that has in so many parts of the world 
created governments with arbitrary powers. They 
have created the late arbitrary monarch of France. 
They have created the arbitrary republic of Paris. 
T^th them defects in wisdom are to be supplied by 
the plenitude of force. They get nothing by it. 
Commencing their labours on a principle of sloth, 
they have the common fortune of slothful nieu. 
The difficulties which they rather had eluded than 
escaped, meet them again in their course; they 
multiply and thicken on them ; they are involved, 
through a labyrinth of confused detail, Jn an in- 
dustry without limit, and without direction ; and, 
in conclusion, the whole of their work becomes 
feeble, vicious, and insecure. 

It is this inability to wrestle with difficulty which 
has obliged the arbitrary Assembly of France to 
commence their schemes of reform with abolition 
and total destruction. But is it in destroying and 
pulling down that- skill is displayed? Your mob can 
do this as well at least as your assemblies. The 
shallowest understanding, the rudest hand, is more 
than equal to that task. Rage and phrenzy will 
pull down more in half an hour, than prudence, 
deliberation, and foresight can build up in a hun- 
dred years. The errors and defects of old establish- 
ments are visible and palpable. It calls for little 
ability to point them out; and where absolute 
power is given, it requires but a word wholly to 
abolish the vice and the establishment together. 
The same lazy but restless disposition, which loTes 
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sloth and hates qaiet, directs these politidaiis^ 
when they come to work, fur supplying the place of 
what they have destroyed. To make every thing 
the reverse of what they have seen is quite aa easy 
as to destroy. No difficulties occur in what has 
never heen tried. Criticism is almost haffled in 
discovering the defects of what has not existed; 
and eager enthusiasm, and cheating hope, have all 
the wide field of imagination in which they may 
expatiate with little or no opposition. 
. At once to preserve and to reform is quite an- 
other thing. When the useful parts of an old 
estahlishment are kept, and what is superadded is 
to be fitted to what is retained, a vigorous mind, 
steady perseveiing attention, various powers of 
comparison and combination, and the resources of 
an understanding fruitful in expedients, are to be 
exercised ; they are to be exercised in a continued 
conflict with the combined force of opposite vices; 
with the obstinacy that rq^ects all improvement, 
and the levity that is fatigued and disgusted vAth 
every thing of which it is in possession. But pa 
may object — ^* A process of this kind is slow. It is 
not fit for an assembly, which glories in performing 
in a few months the work of ages. Such a mode 
of reforming possibly might take up many ye^rs." 
Without question it might; and it ought. It is 
one of the excellences of a method in which time 
is amongst the assistants, that its operation is slow^ 
and in some cases almost Imperceptible. If circomr 
spection and caution are a part of wisdom, wheQ 
we work only upon inanimate- matter, surely they 
become a part of duty too, when the 8ub)cK^ of our 
demolition and construction is not brick and tlmbeVj 
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but sentient beiogs, by the sudden alteration of 
ivhose state, condition, and habits, maUitudcs may 
be rendered miserable. But it seems as if it were 
the prevalent opinion in Paris, that an unfeeling 
heart, and an undoubting confidence^ are the sole 
laalifications for a perfect legislator. Far different 
ire my ideas of that high office. The true lawgiver 
ought to have a heart full of sensibility. He 
ought to love and respect his kind^ and to fear 
himself, it may be allowed to his temperament to 
?atch his ultimate object with an intuitive glance ; 
)at his movements towards it ought to be deliberate; 
Political arangement, as it is a work for social eu^s, 
s to be only wrought by social means. There mind 
oust conspire with mind. Time is required to 
produce that union of minds which alone can pro- 
Ince all the good we aim at. Our patience will 
icbicve more than our force. If 1 might venture 
o appeal to what is so much out of fashion in Paris, 
; mean to experience, I should tell you, that in my 
rour^e I have known, and, according to my measure^ 
lave co-operated with great men ; and I have never 
ret seen any plan which has not been mended by 
be observations of those who were much inferior 
n understanding to the person who took the lead in 
be business. By a slow but well-suscained pro- 
gress, the effect of each step is watched ; the good 
M* ill success of the first gives Kght to us in the 
lecond ; and so, from light to light, we are con- 
lucted with safety through the whole series. We 
«e that the parts of the system do not clash. The 
snls latent in the most promising contrivances are 
irovided for as they arise. One advantage is as 
ittle as possible sacrificed to another. We coin* 
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pensate, we reconciley we balance. We i 
to unite into a consistent whole the varii 
lies and contending principles that are f( 
mindj} and affairs of men. From hence 
an excellence iu simplicity, bat one £ar a 
excellence in composition. Where tlM 
terests of manlclnd are concerned thro 
succession of generations, that succesdc 
be admitted into some share in the con 
are so deeply to affect them. If jnsti 
this, the work itself requires the aid of i 
than one age can furnish. It is from t 
things that the best legislators have 
satisfied with the establishment of some 
and mling principle in government ; a 
that which some of the philosophers hi 
plastic nature ; and having fixed the prii 
have left it afterwards to its own operat 
To proceed in this manner, tliat is, 
with a presiding principle, and a prolifi 
with me the criterion of profound wisd 
your politicians think the marks of a 1 
genius, are only proofs of a deplorat 
ability. By their violent haste, and th 
of the process of nature, they are del 
blindly to every projector and adventur 
alchymist and empiric. They despair o 
account any thing that is common. Die 
in their system of remedy. The worst i 
this their despair of curing common di 
regular methods, arises not only froi 
compreliensioD, but, I fear, from som 
of deposition. Your legislators seem tc 
tlieir opinions of all professions, ranks^ 
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from the declamations and buffooneries of satirists s 
who would themselves be astonished if they were 
held to the letter of their own descriptions. By 
i»ten!og only to these, your leaders regard all things 
only on the side of their vices and faults, and view 
those vices and faults under every colour of ex- 
aggeraCioD. It is undoubtedly true, though it tnay 
seem paradoxical; but in general, those who are 
habitually employed in finding and displaying faults^ 
are unqualified for the work of reformation ; bd* 
caaee their minds are not only unfurnished with 
patterns of the fair and good, but by habit they 
come to take no delight in the contemplation of 
those things. By hating vices too much, they come 
to love men too little. It is therefore not wonderful 
that they should be indisposed and unable to serve 
them. From hence arises the complexional dispo- 
sition of some of your guides to pull every thing in 
pieces. At this malicious game tbey display the 
whole of their quadrimanous activity. As to the 
rest, the parodoxes of eloquent writers, brongbt 
forth purely as a sport of fancy, to try their talents^ 
to rouse attention, and excite surprise, are taken 
up by these gentlemen, not in the spirit of the 
original authors, as means of cultivating their taste 
and improving their style. These paradoxes becomo 
with them serions grounds of action, npon which 
they proceed in regulating the most important con» 
oerDS of the state. Cicero ludicrously describes 
Cato as endeavouring to act in the commonwealth 
npon the school paradoxes which exercised the wifs 
of the junior students in the Stole philosophy. If 
ihis was true of Cato, these gentlemen copy after 
him in the manner of some persons who lived about 

VOL. II. ^ 
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his time — pede nudo Catonem, Mr. Hnme told me, 
that he had from Rousflean himself the secret of 
his principles of composition. That acute, theogli 
eccentric observer, had perceired, that to strike 
and interest tije public, the marveiloufi aiiist be 
. produced ; that the marvellous of I be heathen my- 
thology had long since lost its riTcct ; that gfdBCs, 
magicians, fairies, and heroes of romance which 
focceedcd, had exhausted the portion of credulity 
. which belonged to their age ; that now nothing was 
left to a writer but that species of the marvelkMM) 
which might still be produced, and with as great an 
effect as ever, though in another way; that i«, the 
■ Biarvellous in life, in manners, in characters, and 
in extraordinary situatiouF, giving rise to new aod 
• unlooked-for strokes in politics and morals. I be- 
lieve, that were Rousseau alive, and in oneofhi^ 
Incid intervals, he would be shocked at the ptK^ 
tical phrenzy of his scholai-s, who in their para- 
doxes are servile imitators, and even in their it- 
credulity discover an implicit faith. 

Men who undertake considerable things, eveii Iti 
a regular way, ought to give us ground to premK 
ability. But the physician of the state, who, net 
satisfied with the cure of distempers, undertake! to 
regenerate constitutions, ought to show nncurtiiBM 
powers. Some vei7 unusual appearances of wisdov 
ought to display themselves on the face of thr 
designs of those who appeal to no practice, aad ^ |o 
who copy after no model. Has any sudi been 
manifested ? 1 shall take a view (it riiall for the 
subject be a very short one) of what the AssenUgf 
has done, with regard, first, to the ooostitatloa oif 
the legislature ; in the nest place, to that of th( 
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cxecntire power; then to th«t of the jadkattiTe; 
afterwards (o the mode} of the army ; and cocicUkIc 
with the system of finance ; to see whether we can 
discover in any part of their schemes the por* 
tentouit ability, which may justify these bold no* 
derrakc^ra in the superiority which they assume 
over mankind. 

It is in tlie model of the sovereign and presiding 

part of this new republic, that we should expect 

their grand display. Here they were to prove their 

title to their high demands. For the plan itself at 

hirge, and for the reasons on which it is grounded, 

I refer to the journals of the Assembly of the 29th 

of September, 1789, and to the subsequent pro* 

teedings which have made any alterations in the 

plan. So far as in a matter somewhat confused J 

can see light, the system remains substantially as It 

has been originally framed. My few remarks will 

Ve auch as regard Us spirit, its tendency, audits 

fitness for framing a popular commonwealth, whidi 

they profess theirs to be, suited to the ends for 

which any commonwealth, and particularly such a 

comiuoQ wealth, is made. At the same time, I mean 

lo consider its consistency with itself, and its own 

principles. 

. Old establishments are tried by their effects. K 
the people are happy, united, wealthy, and power- 
M^ we presume the rest. We coocinde that to be 
good from whence good is derived. In old esta- 
btiahments various correctives hare been found for 
Ibotr aberrations from theory. Indeed they are 
the results of various neeesslties and expediences; 
They ore not often constructed after any theory; 
theories are rather drawn from them. In them we 
often see the end best obtained, where the.^nkea«L« 
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seem not perfectly reconcileable to what we may 
fancy was the original scheme. The means tanght 
hy experience may be better suited to political ends 
than those contrived in the original prefect. They 
again re-act upon the primitive constitution, and 
sometimes improve the design itself from which 
they seem to have departed. I think all this might 
be curiously exempli^ed in the British constitntioD. 
At worst, the errors and deviations of every hind in 
recitoning are found and computed, and the ship 
proceeds in her course. This is the case of oU 
establishments; but in a new and merely theoretic 
system, it is expected that every contrivance shall 
appear, on the face of it, to answer its end ; espe- 
cially where the projectors are no way embarrassed 
with an endeavour to accommodate the new build- 
ing to an old one, either in the walls or on the 
foundations. 

The French builders, clearing away as mere 
rubbish whatever they found, and, liketheir orna- 
mental gardeners, forming every thing into ao 
exact level, propose to rest the whole local ud 
general legislature on three bases of three diflfereot 
kinds ; one geometrical, one arithmetical, and the 
third financial; ^he first of which they call the 
basis of territory; the second, the basts of popa» 
lation ; and the third, the basis of contribatioo. 
For tl^e accomplishment of the first of these pQ^ 
poses they divide the area of tUeir coantry into 
eighty-one pieces, regularly square, of eigbteea 
leagues by eighteen. These large divisions are 
called departments. These they portion, proceed- 
ing by square measurement, into seventeen Imndred 
and twenty districts, called communes. These 
again tbey su\)di^Vd«, fttUL proceeding by square 
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measarenieut, into smaller districts^ called cantonsy 
making in all 640O. 

At first view this geometrical basis of theirs 
presents not much to admire or to blame. It calls 
for no great legislative talents. Nothing more than 
an accurate land surveyor, with his chain, sight, 
and theodolite, is requisite for such a plan as this. 
In the old divisions of the country various accidents 
at various times, and the ebb and flow of various 
properties and jurisdictions, settled their bounds. 
These bounds weire not made upon any fixed system 
undoubtedly. They were subject to some incon- 
veniencies ; but they were iucojiveniencies for which 
use had found remedies, aud habit had supplied ac- 
oommodatiou and patience. In this new* pavement 
oi square within square, and this organization and 
semi-organization made ou the system of Empedo- 
cles and Buffun, and not upon any politic principle^ 
it is impossible that innumerable local inconvenlen- 
cies, to which men are not habituated, must not 
arise. But these I pass over, because it requires an 
accurate knowledge of the country, which I do not 
possess, to specify them. 

When these state surveyors came to take a view 
of their work of measurement, they soon found, 
that in politics, the most fallacious of all things 
was geometrical demonstration. They had then 
recourse to another basis, or rather buttress, to 
support the building which tottered on that false 
fouudation. It was evident, that the goodness of 
the soil, the number of the people, their wealth, 
and the largeness of their contribution, made such 
.infinite variations between square and square as to 
jeuder mensumtion « ridiculous standard of power 
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in ihe coiDinonivratiK, and equality In geo 
most unequal of all uieaaures ia the dUtr 
men. Howerer, Ihey could uot gire it 
dliiding ihrir pullticsl and rivil represeut 
three parts, they allolterl one of those pi 
tquare lufasnrruieiit, without a single fa 
culaiiuQ to ascerUiu whether this lerrii 
portion of representaiinii urta fairly assl| 
onghl, npoTi any p;iucl|)1i;, really to be 
Having, bowerer, g\\tB to geometry th 
of a Ihird for her ilowcr, out of eomp 
■appose, to that Gubliuie ecieucc, they left 
two 10 he woffled for between the o«he 
(Kipulatioa and coutributioD. 

When they came lo provide for popula 
were not able to prnceed quite to smiiotl 
had done In the field of their geuntelry. I 
arithmetic came Co bear upon Iheir jaridi 
pbyiicR. Had they siuck to their meiaph 
dpln, Ihe arithmetieal process would be : 
deed. Meii, with theui, areatrictly eqna 
entitled to equal lixhls In their ovru go 
Each head, on this system, would hare 
and erery man »obM vole directly for t 
who was lo represent him in Ihe leRlsiatDj 
aofl— by regular degrees — not yet." T 
physic principle, to which law, costoi 
policy, ieasoD, were Eo yield, is to yielf 
their pleasare. There must he many d^ 
some stages, before [he representalire ca 
contact will) bis conBlitaent. Indeed, a 
■oon aee, these two periiOTis are to hare i 
eonuounlon with each other. Fint, Ik 
tlie ouitun, wlM ODBipOM whu Ihef «•! 
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a98emblies, are to have a qualification. IVhat! a 
qualification on the indefeasible rif^hts of men?' 
Ves; but it shall be a very small qualification. Oar 
injustice shall be veiy little oppressive ; only the' 
local valuation of three days' labour \)m\ to the- 
public. Why, this is not much, I readily admit, 
for any thing but the utter subversion of your- 
equalizing principle. As a qualification it might 
as well be let alone ; for it answers no one purpose- 
for which qualifications are established : and, on- 
your ideas, it excludes from a vote the man, of all 
others, whose natural equality stands the most in 
need uf protection and defence ; 1 mean the mau 
who has nothing else but his natural equality to 
guard him. You order him to buy the right, which 
you before told him nature had given to him gra*- 
tuitously at his birth, and of which no authority on 
earth could lawfully deprive him. With regard to 
the person who cannot come up to your maii^et, » 
tyrannous aristocracy, as against him, is established 
by you who pretend to be its sworn foe. 

The gradation proceeds. These primary assem* 
blies of the canton elect deputies to the commune f 
one for every two hundred qualified inhabitants. 
Here is the first medium put between the primary 
elector and the representative legislator ; and here 
a new turnpike is fixed for taxing the rights of 
men with a second qualification : for none can h% 
elected into the comumue who does not pay the 
amount of ten days' labour. Nor have we yet done; 
There is still to be another gradation. These conu 
miines, chosen by the canton, choose to the departs 
ment; and the deputies of the department ehoose 
tb<nr depttties to the National Asseably. Here is 



80 BUHI 

a. third barrier of a senseless qaalificiitiar 
defialjr to the Natioiial Assembly mnst p 
reel contribudou, to the ralne of a mark 
Of all these qualifying barrier* we mi 
^ke ; that they are impoteut to aeei 
]feudenc«, tlroug only to destroy the 

In h11 this proceu, vrhich. In tta fnc 
dements, affects to oonslder only populai 
a principle of natural riiiht, there is a mi 
tention to property ; which, huwerer Josl 

aonable on other schemes, a on the^ 
insopporlable. 

Wlien they come to their lliird basis, tl 
Iribntion, we finii that they have more c 
lust sight of their rights of men. This 
rests entirely on properly. A priociplc I 
ferent from the equality of men, and al 
coDcileable to it, is thereby admitted 
■ooiier is this prindple, which is a prl 
garding properly, admitted, than, as ni 
snbverlfd ; and it is not subverted, ai we 
KDtly eee, to approximate the ipeqnalil 
to the level of nature. The additional ah 
third portion of representation, (aportio 
exclusively for the higher conlnhnlioa,) 
regard the district only, and not the iodi 
it who pay. !l ia easy to perceive, by thi 
their reasonings, how much they were en 
Jby their contradictory ideas of the righ 
and the privileges of riches, llie con 
constitution do as good as admit thai 
wholly Irreconciieable.. " The relalioit 
jRud to the coDttibntioni, is, wlthoot doi 
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say they, " wheu the question is oo the balance of 
the political rights as between individoal and ioii* 
vidual ; without which personal equality would he 
destroyed, and an aristocracy of the rich would \ft 
established. But this inconvenience entirely dii* 
appears when the proportional relation of tfje coo» 
uribution is only considered in the great masses, 
and is solely between province and province; k 
serves in that case only to form a just reciprocal 
proportion between the cities, without affecting 
the personal rights of the citizens." 

Here the principle of contribution, as taken be- 
tween man and man, is reprobated as null, and 
destructive to equality ; and as pernicious too ; be* 
cause it leads to the establishment of an aristocracy 
of the rich. However, it must not be abandoned. 
And the way of getting rid of the difficulty is to 
estabUsh the inequality as between department and 
department, leaving all the individuals in each, de* 
partment upon an exact par. Observe, that this 
parity between individuals had been before de- 
stroyed v'hen the qualifications within the depart* 
ments were settled; nor does it seem a matter 
of great importance whether the equality of men 
be injured by masses or individually. An indi* 
fidual is not of the same importance in a mass re* 
^iresented by a few, as in a mass represented by 
many. It would be too much to tell a man jealotis 
of his equality, that the elector has the same fran- 
chise who votes for three members as he who votes 
ibrten. 

Now take it in the other point of view, and sup- 
pose their princii^ of representation according to 
contritiDtioD, that is according to riches, to be w^ 

e2 
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toanded, and to be a necessary basis for the re* 
pablic, how have they provided for the' rich by 
giving to the district, that is to say, to the poor 
in the district of canton and comumne, who are the 
majority, the power of malcing an additional nnm- 
l>er of members on account of the superior contri- 
bution of the wealthy ? Suppose one man (it is 
an . easy supposition) to contribute ten times more 
than ten of his neighbours. For this contribution 
he has one vote out of ten. The poor outvote bbn 
by nine voices in virtue of his superior contributioo, 
for (say) ten members, instead of outvoting him 
for only one member. Why are the rich ccnnpli* 
mented with an aristocratic preference, which they 
can never feel either as a gratificatiou to pride, or 
as a security to fortune ? The rich indeed require 
an additional security from the dangers to which 
ihey are exposed when a popular power is pre- 
valent ; but it is impossible to divine, on this sy- 
stem of unequal masses, bow they are protected; 
because the aristocratic mass is generated from de^ 
mocratic principles ; and the prevalence in the ge- 
neral representation has no sort of couBezion with 
those on aoeount of whose property this superiority 
is given. If the contrivers of this scheme meant 
any sort of favour to the ridi in consequence of 
their contribution, they ought to have conferred 
the privilege either on the individual ridi, or on 
some class formed of rich persons ; becanse the 
contest between the rich and the poor is not i 
fltnfggle between corporation and cbrporatioi^. Ml 
« coBtest between me^ and men ; a c6mpe&lcA 
«ot between districts, Imt between deacriptioBa. It 
•SinoiUd answer its purpose better if the scheme tns 
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Inrerted ; that tbe votes of the masses w6re reD- 
dered equal ; and thRt the votes within each mass 
were proportioued to property. In any other liglic 
1 see nothing but danger from the inequality of the 
masses. 

If indeed the masses were to provide for the ge* 
neral treasury by distinct contingents, and that the 
revenue had not (as it has) many impositions run* 
uing through the whole, which affect men indivi* 
dually, and not corporately, and which, by their 
nature, confound all territorial litnits, something 
inight be said for the basis of contribution as 
founded on masses. But of all things, this repre- 
sentation, to be measured by contribution, is the 
most difficult to settle upon principles of equity, in 
a country which considers its districts as members 
of a whole. For a great city, such as Bourdeaoz 
or Paris, appears to pay a vast body of dutiesj al- 
most out of all assignable proportion to other 
places, and its mass is considered accordingly. Bat 
are these cities the true contributors in that pro^ 
portion ? No ; the consumers of the cbmniodities 
imi)ortedinto Bourdeaux, who are scattered through 
all France, pay the import duties of Bourdeaux. 
The produce of the vintage in Guienne and Lan- 
guedoc gives to that city the means of its contribu- 
tion growing out of an export commerce. Tbe 
landholders who spend their estates in Paris, and 
are thereby the creators of that city, contribute for 
Paris from the provinces out of which their rev6* 
uues arise. 

If in equity this basis of contribution, as locally 
ascertained by masses, be inequitable^ it is impo- 
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tide too. If it be one of the objects to preMne 
the weak from being crashed by the strong (ts iu 
all society nndoabtedly it is,) how mn the snmlkr 
and poorer of these masses to be saved from the 
tyranny of the more wealthy ? Is it by adding to 
their means of oppressing them ? When we come 
to a balance of representation between corporate 
bodies, provincial interests, emnlations, andjeskNi* 
ties are full as liltely to arise among them as among 
individuals ; and their divisions are likely to pro- 
duce much hotter dissension, and something lead- 
ing much more nearly to a \Var. 

To compare together the three bases, not od 
their political reason, but on the ideas on whkh 
the Assembly works, and to try its consistency with 
itself, we cannot avoid observing, that the princi- 
ple which the committee call the basis of popula- 
tion, does not begin to operate from the same point 
with the two other principles called the basis of 
territory and of contribution, which are both of an 
aristocratic nature. The consequence is, that where 
all three begin to operate together, there is the 
most absurd inequality produced by the operation 
of the former on the two latter principles. Evert 
canton contains four square leagues, and Is esti- 
mated to contain, on the average, 4,000 inhabitants 
or 680 voters in the primary assemblies^ which 
vary in numbers with the popnlation of the 
canton, and send one deputy to the commnoe for 
every 200 voters. Nine cantons make a coa- 
mune. 

Now let OS take a canton containing a sea-port 
town of trade^ or a great manofiMniiriBg town. Ut 
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US suppose the population of this canton to he 
12,700 inhabitants, or 2,193 voters, forming three 
primary assemblies, anj sending ten deputies to the 
commune. 

Oppose to this one canton two others of the re> 
maining eight in the same commune. These we 
may suppose to have their fair population of 4,000 
inhabitants, and 680 voters each, or 8,000 inhabit- 
ants and 1,360 voters, both together. These will 
form only two prifnary assemblies, and send only 
six deputies to the commune. 

When the assembly of the commune comes to 
vote on the basis of territory, which principle is 
-first admitted to operate in that assembly, the sin>- 
gle canton which has half the territory of the other 
two, will have ten voices to six in the election of 
three deputies to the assembly of the department, 
chosen on the express ground of a representation 
of territoiy. 

This inequality, striking as it is, will be yet 
highly aggravated, if we suppose, as we fairly may, 
the several other cantons of the commune to fall 
pcoportionably short of the average |)opnlation, as 
much as the principal canton exceeds it. Now, sis 
to the basis of contribution, which also is a pria« 
aple admitted first to operate in the assembly oi 
the commune. Let us again take one canton, such 
as is stated above. If the whole of the direct con- 
triimtions paid by a great trading or manufacturing 
town be divided equally among the inhabitants, 
each individual will be found to pay much more 
than an individual living in the country according 
4o,tbe satne average. The whtile ^d by the 
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luliBbllaiiia of the fanner will be more thai 
wbole paid b; the luhobllaulB of the latter 
may fairly aisame one-third more, 'llien 
12,700 iuhabitButi!, or 2,193 voters of then 
will pa; as mBch aa 19,0&0 inhabitatits, or i 
Totera of the other canton*, which me neail 
eilltDUlGd proportion of iuhabitaiiti and toU 
fire other cautoDB. Now the 2,193 votem nl 
1 before eaid, send ODly ten deputies to the At 
blf { the 3,289 Toten will send iliteen. Thni 
an eqaul ehare ia the conlributioD of the v 
commDiie, (here will be a diSerenee of »u 
vmces to ten in voting for deputies to be choit 
the principle of rrprecenting die general cont 
tlon of the whole commaiie. 

Bf tbe same mode of computation we shall 
1&,875 inhabitanit, or 2,741 Tolers of the t 
cantot;!, who pay one-sixth less to tiie couirihi 
of the whole conjiuuuc, will have three Toices i 
than tbe 12,700 iahabituuts, or 2,193 ruteraol 

BBch is (he fantastical and niija«t Ineqaallt; 
Ineen dibsb and mass. In thii curious reparimi 
tbe rights of representation arising onl of lerri 
and contribution. The qualificalioiiB which t 
confer are iu truth negative qualiScationa, 
give a tight id an inverse proportion lo the pa 
slon of Ibem. 

In this whole contrivance of the three bases, 
■tder it iu any light you please, 1 ilo not see i 
rietjr of objects recouciled in one cougisttut wl 
but several contradictory priuciplet reluctantly 
IrrecoQcileably brought and held tc^elher by 
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philosoplirrs, like wild beasts shut up in a cage, to 
claw aud bite each other to their mutual destrur- 
tioD. 

I am afraid I have gone too far into 4heir way of 
considering the formation of a constitution. They 
have much, but bad, metaphysics ; mnch, but bad, 
geometry; much, but false proportionate, arith- 
metic; but if it were aH as exact as . metaphysics, 
geometry, and arithmetic ought to be, and if their 
schemes were perfectly consistent in all their parts, 
it would make only a more fair and sightly vision. 
It is remarkable, that in a great arrangement of 
mankind, not one reference whatsoever is to be 
fottnd to any thing moral or any thing politic; 
nothing that relates to the concerns, the action^*, 
the pas^ons, the interests of men. Hominem mm 
tapkmt. 

Yon see I only consider this constitution as elec- 
toral, and leading by steps to the National Assem- 
bly; I do not enter into the internal government 
of the departments, aud their genealogy through 
the <x>mmnnes and cantons. These local govern- 
ments are, in the original plan, to be as nearly as 
possible composed in the same manner and on tlie 
same principles with the elective assemblies. They 
are each of them bodies perfectly compact and 
ronnded in themselves. 

• Yon cannot but perceive in this scheme, that it 
has a direct and immediate tendency to sever France 
into a variety of republics, and to render them to- 
tally independent of each other, without any direct 
constitutional means of coherence, connexion, or 
subordination, except what may be derived, from 
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their acquiesceDce in the determinatioiis cyf the gie- 
nenil congress of the aiobassadors from each inde- 
pendent republic. Such in reality is the National 
Assembly, and such governments, I admit, do eiist 
.in the world,, though in forms infinitely more salt- 
able to the local and habitual circumatancei of 
their people. But such associations, rather than 
bodies politic, hare generally been the effect of ne- 
cessity, not choice ; and I believe the present Frea^ 
power is the very first body of citizens, who, haviqg 
obtained full authority to do with their coontiy 
what they pleased, have chosen to dissever it in 
this barbarous manner. 

It is impossible not to observe, that i|i the spirit 
of this geometrical distribution amd arithmetical 
arrangement, these pretended citizens treat Fniooe 
exactly like a country of conquest. Acting as con- 
querors, th%y have imitated the policy of the harsh- 
est of tUat harsh race. The policy of such bar- 
barous victors who contemn a subdued people, and 
insult their feelings, has ever been, as much as la 
them lay, to destroy all vestiges of the ancient coiia- 
try, in religion, in policy, in laws, and in manners; 
to confound all territorial limits; to produce a 
general poverty ; to put up their properties to auc- 
tion ; to crush their princes, nobles, and pontiffs ; 
to lay low every thing which had lifted its bead 
abore the level, or which could serve to combine or 
rally, in their distresses, the disbanded people, 
under the standard of old opinion. They have 
made France free in the manner in which those 
sincere friends to the rights of mankind, the Bo» 
mans, freed Greece, Macedon, and other nations. 
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They destroyed the bonds of their anion, under 
colour of providing for the independence of each 
of their cities. 

When the members who compose these new bo- 
dies of cantons, communes, and departments, (ar- 
rangemeots purposely produced througli the medium 
of conftuion) bqg;iii to act, they will AimI themselves, 
in a great measure, strangers to one another. The 
electors and elected throughout, especially in the 
rural cantons, will be frequently without any civil 
habitudes or connexions, or any of that natural 
discipline which is the soul of a true republic. 
Magistrates and collectors of revenue are now uo 
longer acqusunted with their districts, bishops> with 
their dioceses, or curates with their parishes. These 
new colonies of the rights of men bear a strong re- 
semblance to that sort of military colonies which- 
Tacitus has observed upon in the declining policy of 
Rome. In better and wiser days (whatever course 
they took with foreign nations) they were careful, 
to make the elements of a methodical subordination 
and settlement to be coeval ; and even to lay the 
foundations of civil discipline in the military.* 
But, when all the good arts had fallen into ruin, 
they proceeded, as your Assembly does, upon the 

* Non, ut olim, universe legionep deducebantur cum 
tribunifl, et centurionibus, et sui ci^ugque ordinia militibus, 
utconseiMu et caritate rempublicam afflcerent; sed igaoti 
mter se, divenis manipuUs, sine rectore* sine afOsctibut 
mutuis, quasi ex alio genere mortalium, repente in unum 
coUecti, numerus magis qiuun colonia. — Tac, Annal, i. 14. 
sect. 27. All this will be still more applicable to the unoonr 
neeted, rotatory, biennial National Assemblies, in this 
absurd and lenselws constitution. 
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eqnallty of men, and nkh as Mule jadpneni 

t» Utile rare for those tfalnm wbkh make a re| 
lolerable or durable. Bot in thU, as well as i 
erery Instaiin, your new com mon wealth ii 
and bred, and frd, in thoae cormptlons \ 
mark drgeceraled and wom-ont republics. 
child CDiues into Ihe world vrith the sjlBi 
of rieaili ; Ihe faciei Hlppoeralien forms iht 
racier of lis phyeioptomr, and llie prognoi 
its fate. 

The confusion which attends on all unch 
ceediogH, they L'ven declare to be one of ibei 
Jeeu, and they liupe iu secure iheir constitotl 
B terror of a return of those evils which atli 
tbelr makinit It, " Uy tliis," say they, " ll 
stTDCtioD will become difficnlt to authorily, < 
caoDOC break It up without the enlire disoi^i 
tiun of the whole state." Tliey presnme, tl 
Ibis aaihority should ever come to the same d 
of power that they have acquired, it would in 
more moderate aud cbasiised useofll, andi 
pioQsly iremble entirely to disorganize the stE 
the savage manner ihat ihej bare done. Tht 
pect, from the vinaes of retoniiug despolisD) 
security wlilcli Is to be enjoyed bjr the ol^prl 
their popular vices. 

It is this resoluliou, lo break their countr 
separate republics, uhicli lias drlren (bem ini 
greatest number of their dUBrnliles aud conn 
tlous. If It were uot tor this, all the quei 
al exact equally, aud these balances never 
settled, of inilirldaal rights, popaUtion, and ci 
ballon, would be wholly useless. TIh: reprei 
lloii, ibongh derived from parts, would be ■ 
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wlikh equally regarded the whole. Each depnty 
to the Assembly would be the representative of 
France, aud of all its descriptions, of the many ami 
of the few, of the rich and of the poor, of the great 
districts and of the small. All these districts wovld 
themselves be subordinate to some standing 'autho* 
rky, existing independently of them : an authority 
ID which theiir representation, and every thing that 
belongs to it, originated, and to which it was 
pointed. This standing, unalterable, fundamentalr 
government would make, and it is the only thing 
which could make, that territory truly and properly 
a whole. With us, when we elect popular repre-. 
sentatives, we send them to a council, in which 
each man individually is a subject, and submittKd- 
to a government complete in all its ordinary fnnc- 
tions. With you the elective assembly is the sove- 
reign, and the sole sovereign ; all the members are 
therefore integral parts of this sole sovereignty. 
But with us it is totally differeot. With us the 
representative, separated from the other parts, ean 
Itave no action and no existence. The government 
is the point of reference of the several members and 
districts of our representation. This is the centre' 
of our unity. Tliis government of reference is a 
trustee for the whole, and not for the parts. So 
is the other branch of our publie council, 1 mean 
the house of lords. With us the king and the lords 
are several and joint securities for the equality of 
each district, each province, each city. When did' 
you hear in Great Britain of any province suffering' 
from the inequality of its representatiou ; what 
district from having no representation at all ? Not' 
onlf oor monarchy and our peerage secure the 
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which our auitj' depend) 
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eqnality of repnueoiatiOD, which 
compluiued of, ia perhapi the verr tl 
nents ni from thiukiog or tctlag { 
diitilcta. Comw«ll elect* a* uiuij 
Scotland. Bat it CofLwidl betlerul 
Scotland ? Few tnmble their heai 
;fODr biuea, oat of lome giddj clubd. 
who wish far anj change, upon 
jronndi, desire il oa diffiirEot ideu, 
Yoor Dew cdoatilution ii the verj 
ia its priadple ; and I «m astonishe 
sou cuald dream of holdini; ont an 
It as au example for Great Brilala. 
U little, or rather no couaenoD b 
nyreseDlatiTG )lud the first congtilai 
ber who goes to the Nalional A 
choaea b; the people, nur accoai 
Tbere are three electioas before he 
■ettof maglslncy InterreDe betwee 
primary auetubly, lo as to render 
•aid, an ambuaador of a state, aoi 
MPtalire of tlie people wilhlu a ital 
wbole-eplrit of the electiou is chi 
any correctlre yonr conKlllutiou-nio 
lUei reuder litm auy thing else Ih 
TbCTery attempt to du It would li 
dace a confnsioo, If puiaible, more 
prewni. There is uu wajr to oiuke : 
twtien the original constUuent and 
lire, but by the circuiloos means « 
Ibe candidate to apply In the Arst 
primary electors, IJi order IbU by t 
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tire inStrnctloDS (and sonietbing more perhap») 
these primary electors may force the two succeeding 
bodies of electors to make a choice agreeable to 
their wishes. But this would plainly subvert the 
whole scheme. It would be to plunge them back 
into that tumult and confusion of popular election, 
which, by their interposed gradation elections, 
they mean to avoid, and at length to risk the 
whole fortune of the state with those who have the 
least knowledge of it, and the least interest in it. 
This is a perpetual dilemma, into which they are 
thrown by the vicious, weak, and contradictory 
principles they hare chosen. Unless the people 
•break up and level this gradation, it is plain that 
they do not at all substantially elect to the Assem- 
bly; indeed they elect as little in appearance as 
reality. 

What is it we all seek for in an election ? To 
answer its real purposes, you must first possess the 
means of knowing the fitness of your man ; and 
then yon must retain some hold upon him by per« 
sonal obligation or dependence. For what end are 
tliese primary electors complimented, or rather 
mocked, with a choice ? They can never know any 
thing of the qualities of him that is to sen'e them, 
nor has he any obligation whatsoever to them. Of 
all tiie powers unfit to be delegated by those who 
have any real means of judging, that most peculiarly 
unfit Js what relates to a personal choice. In case of 
abuse, that body of primary electors never can call 
the representative to an account for his- conduct. 
He is too far removed from them in the chain of 
representation. If he acts Improperly at the end 
of hit two years' lease, it does not concern him 
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for two years more. By the new French coostitft* 
tioo, the be«t aod the wiseflt repre8euC«iife go 
equally with the wont into this iimbu$ pmtrwm* 
Their bottoms are supposed foal, and they most go 
into dock to be refitted. Erery man who has semeil 
in an assembly is ineligible for two years after. 
Just as these magistrates be^n to learn their trade, 
like cbimney.sweepers, they are disqnaliiied for ex- 
ercising it. Superficial, new, petulant acqnisitioa, 
and interrupted, dronish, broken, ill recoUectioa, 
.is to be the destined character of all your futme 
gorarnors. Your constitution has too much of jea- 
lousy to have much of sense in It. You consider 
the breach of trust in the representatii-e so princi- 
pally, that you do not at all regard the qnestioi 
of his fitness to execute it. 

This purgatory interval is not unfavourable tot 
faithless representative, who may be as good a can- 
vasser as he was a bad governor. In this time he 
may cabal himself into a superiority over the wisest 
and most virtuous. As, in the end, ail the men* 
hers of this elective constitution are equally fngltivf, 
and exist only for the election, they may be no 
longer the same persons who had chosen him, to 
whom he is to be responsible when he solicits tut 
II renewal of his trust. To call all the aeoondary 
electors of the commune to account, is ridiculous, 
impracticable^ and unjust; they may themsdw 
have been deceived in their choice, im the Aiid 
aet of electors, those of the department^ may If 
jtn theirs. In your elections responsibility caoMt 
exist. 

The legislators who framed the aiicieiit repubHci 
knew that their buainess was top ardnoua to he ac- 
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oomplished with no better ap()aratiM than the meta- 
|>hysics of an under graduate, and the mathematics 
and arithmetic of an exciseman. Tliey had to do 
with men, and they were obliged to study bumaii 
nature. They had to do with citizens, and tb^ 
were obliged to study the effects of those habits 
which are communicated by the circumstances of 
civil life. They were sensible that the o(»eratioD of 
this fiecond nature on the first . produced a new 
combination; and thence arose many diversities 
amongst men, according to their birth, their ednca* 
tion, their professions, the periods of their lives, 
their residence in toiviis or in the country, their 
several ways of acquiring and of fixing property, 
and according to the quality of the property itself; 
all which rendered them as it were so many differ- 
eut species of animals. Prom hence they thought 
themselves obliged to dispose their citizens into 
such classes, and to place them in such situatiooB 
in the state as their peculiar habits might qualify 
them to fill, ami to allot to them such appropriated 
privileges as might secure to them what their sper 
dfic occasions required, and which might furnish 
to each description such force as might protect it 
in the conflict caused by the diversity of interests, 
that must exist, and must contend in all complex 
.Mkciety ; for the legislator would have been ashameid^ 
•that the coarse husbandman should well know how 
to assort and to nse his sheep, horses, and oxeo, 
and should have enough of common sense not to 
abstract and equalize them all into animals, with- 
out providing for each kind an appropriate food, 
care, and employment ; wMlst he, the economist, 
disposer, and shepherd of his own kindred, suhli- 
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njing him<ielf into bd airy ineht|ihjsicia 
solred to knnw nolhing of blaflocks.bDt 
general. It !b Tor this reuoD thit Mi 
obsened, very jnatly , that in tlieir daad 
the citizens, the f^rrat leglilalon of astic 
the greatett diaplny of their powera, suds' 
gihonr theniwlres. It is here Ihnt yonr i 
Klulators hare noiie deep into the nejmt 
nnd snuk eyeo belnw their nwn oothini 
flr->t Bort of leglKlstori attended to thi 
kinds of citizeiiK, and cotubiued them 
commonwealth, the others, the tnelaph 
akhynilsllcal lC)[iilators, hate taken the i 
tnrj eourse. They hare attempted to 
nil sorts of dtliens, bs well at they coold 
homogeneotii tnRsa ; and then they di 
their amBlgama into a nnmher of local 
pnblicB. They reduce men to loose count 
fur the sake of simple te]lin|t, and ont 
whose power is (o arise froiu their pit 
table. The elements of their own m 
might have inagiil them better lessoDs. 
of IbL'ir categorical (able mif^hl hare 
them that there was somelhiug elae In 
lectnal world besides sabstance and igiiaDt 
might learn from the catechisms of m 
that there were eight heads more,* in i 
plei deliberation, which they hare nerc 
of I though these, of all the ten, are t 
00 which the skill of man can operate 
atalL 
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"So far from this able ditpoaition of some of tht 
did republican legislators, which follows, with a 
•di€itoi»accarai7, the moral conditions and prOt> 
lleiisities of men, they have levelled and crushed 
tofietber all the orders which they found, evett 
under the coarse nnartificial arrangement of tht 
iBonarchy, in i^hich mode o^ government the class* 
log of the citizens is not of so much importance as 
in a republic. It is true, however, that every sudi 
dassification, if properly ordered, is good in all 
fbrms of government ; and composes a strong bar- 
rier against the excesses of despotism, as well as it 
Is the necessary means of giving effect and perma* 
oence to a republic For want of something of this 
kind, if the present project of a republic should fail^ 
all securities to a moderated freedom fail alopg 
with it ; all the indirect restraints which mitigate 
despotism are removed: insomuch that if mon* 
arcby should ever again obtain an entire ascen** 
denqr in France, under this or under any other 
dynasty, it will probably be, if not voluntarily tern** 
pered at setting out, by the wise and virtuous coun* 
sds of the prince, the most completely arbitrary 
power that has ever appeared on earth. This is to 
|day a most desperate game. 

Finding no sort of principle of coherence with 
each other in the nature and constitution <^ the se« 
veral new republics of France, I considered whal- 
cement the legislators had provided for them from 
any extraneous materials. Their confederatioMy 
tbeir spectacles, their civic feasts, and their entim* 
dasm, I t9ke no notice of. They are nothing bnl 
mere tricks; but tracing their policy through theii 
actions, I think I can distinguish the arrangemeiUt 

VOL. II. F 
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by which they propose to hold these republics 
gether. The first is the confiscation, with the a 
polsory paper currency annexed to it ; the seo 
Is the supreme power of the city of Paris; 
third is the general army of the state. Of this 
I shall reserve what I have to say, until I comi 
consider the army as a head by itself. 
. . As to the operation of the first (the confiscai 

and paper currency) merely as a cement, I can 
deny that these, the one depending on the otl 
may for some time compose some sort of cemi 
if their madness and folly in the management, : 
in the tempering of their parts together, does 
produce a repulsion in the very outset. But all( 
ing to the scheme some coherence and some di 
tion, it appears to me, that if, after a while, 
confiscation should not be found sufficient to f 
port the paper coinage (as lam morally certai 
will not) then, instead of cemendng, it will add 
finitely to the dissociation, distraction, and ooi 
sion of these confederate republics, both with i 

n^Bi tion to each other, and to the several parts wi 

themselves. But if the confiscation should sc 

succeed as to sink the paper currency, the cen 

I is gone with the circulation. In the mean tim< 

: Sj binding force will be very uncertain, and it 

H straiten or relax with every variation in the a 

of the paper. 

One thing only is certdn in this scheme, w) 
is in effect seemingly collateral, but direct, 1 1 

II no doubt, in the minds of those who conduct 

business; that is, its effect in producing an 
garchy in every one of the republics. A papei 
eolation, not founded on any real money depoi 
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gaged for, amonnting already to fovr-and-fbrty 
jDB of English mooey, and this currency by 
rabstitnted in the place of the coin of the 
lom, becoming thereby the substance of its re- 
Sy as well as the mediam of all its commercial 
ivil intercourse, must put the whole of >what 
r, authority, and influence is left, in any form 
soever it may assume, into the hands of the 
igers and conductors of this drculation. 
England we feel the influence of the bank; 
(h it is only the centre of a voluntary dealing, 
nows little indeed of the influence of money 
mankind, who does not see the force of the 
gement of a monied concern, which is somnoh 
extensive, and in its nature so much more de- 
ng on the managers than any of ours. But if 
ke into consideration the other part essentially 
!cted with it (which consists in con^uaUy 
log out for sale portions of the confiscated land, 
ontinual exchanging land for paper, and this 
ig it into circulation) we may conceive some* 
of the intensity of its operation. By this 
3 the spirit of money-jobbing and speculation 
nto the ma^s of latad itself, and incorporates 
It. By this kind of operation that species of 
rty becomes, as it were, vcdatilized ; it as- 
I an. unnatural and monstrous activity, and 
>y throws into the hands of the several ma- 
s, principal and subordinate, Parisian and pro* 
\, all the representative of money, and pei^apa 
tenth part of all the land in France, whkfa 
ow acquired the worst and most pemidous 
f the evil of a paper circulation, the greatest 
le«iicertidnty in its value. They have reversed 
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the Latonian kindness to the landed property of De« 
lo8. They have sent theirs to be blown abmit, like 
the light fragments of a wreck, oni$ ei iiiora dr- 
cum. The new dealers being aJl habitually adveo* 
tarers, and without any fixed habits or local pre- 
dilections, will purchase to job out again, as the 
market of paper, or of money, or of land shall pre* 
sent an advantage. For though a holy bishop 
thinks that agriculture will derive great advantages 
from the ** enlightened*' usurers who are to par- 
chase the church confiscations, I, who am not a 
good, but an old farmer, with great humUity beg 
leaive to tell his late lordship, that usury is not a 
tutor of agriculture ; and if the word ** enlightened*' 
be understood according to the new dictionary, as 
U always is in your new schools, I cannot conceive 
how a man's not believing in God can teach him Co 
cultivate the earth with <he least of any additional 
skill or encouragement. ** Dls immotialibus fen," 
said an old Roman, when he held one handle of the 
plough, whilst Death held the other. Though yon 
were to join in the commission all the directors of 
the two academies to the directors of the eaim 
dEacomptef one old experienced peasant is worth 
them all. I have got more information, upon one 
curious and interesting branch of husbandry, in one 
short conversation with one Carthusian monk, thai 
I have derived from all the bank directors that I 
have ever conversed with. However, there is no 
cause for apprehension from the meddling of mooe^ 
dealers with rural economy. These gentlemen are 
too wise in their generation. At first, perhaps, 
their tender and susceptible Imaginations may be 
captivated with the innocent and unprofitable do- 
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hU of a pastoral life ; but in a little time tliey 
U find that agricuitare is a trade much more la- 
rions, and much less lucrative^ than that which 
ry hsid left. After making its panegyric, they 
U turn their hades on it, iilce their great pre- 
nor and prototype. They may, lilte him, begin 
singiug Beaius ille — ^but what will be the end ? 

Sic cum locutus fcenerator Alphim, ^ 

Jamjam futurus rusticus 
Omnem nl^t Idibus pecuniam, 
Qiuerit Calendis ponere. 

ley will cultivate the caisae (PEglise, under the 
cred auspices of this prelate, with much morepro- 
than its vineyards or its corn fields. They will 
nploy their talents according to their habits an^ 
«ir interests. Tliey will not follow the plough 
bilsi they can direct treasuries, and govern pro- 
aces. 

Your legislators, in every thing new, are the very 
It who have founded a commonwealth upon ga- 
lug, and infused this spirit into it as its vital breath, 
he great object in these politics is to metamorphose 
ranee from a great kingdom into one great play- 
ble ; to turn its inhabitants into a nation of game- 
era ; to make speculation as extensive as life ; to 
iz it with all its concerns ; and to divert the whole' 
' the hopes and fears of the people from their usual 
lamiels, into the impulses, passions, and snpersti- 
OOB of those who live on chances. They loudly 
ndaim their opinion, that this their present sy- 
em of a republic cannot possibly exist without this 
tnd of gamiag ftind^ and that the very thread of 
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its life is spun out of the staple of these specnladonSi 
.llie old gaming in fands was mischievous enongli 
undoubtedly; but it was so only to indlvidaak 
Even when it had its greatest extent, in the Missis- 
sippi and South Sea, it affected bat few, oompanu 
tively ; where it extends farther, as in lotteries, the 
spirit has but a single object. But by bringing the 
currency of gaming into the minutest matters, and 
engaging every lM>dy in it, and in every thing, a more 
dreadful epidemic distemper of that Icind is spread 
than yet has appeared in the world. With you a 
man can neither earn nor buy his dinner, without a 
speculation. What he receives in the morning will 
not have the same value at night. What he is cob^ 
pelled to take as pay for an old debt, will not be 
received as the same when he is to contract a nev 
one ; nor ^11 it be the same when by prompK fKf* 
ment he would avoid contracting any debt at alL 
Industry 'must wither away. Eoonomy most be 
driven from your country. Careful provision wlU 
haye no existence. Who will labour without know- 
ing the amount of his pay ? Who will study to la- 
crease what none can estimate ? Who will accuna* 
late, when he does not know the value of what fee 
saves ? If you abstract it from its uses in gamiag^ 
to accumulate your paper wealth would be not tk 
proindence of a man, but the distempered instiaff 
of a jackdaw. 

The truly melancholy part of the policy of systCB 
atically making a nation of gamesters, is this ; th 
though all are forced to play, few can undentv 
the game, and fewer still are in a condition to at 
themselves of the knowledge. The many mvit 
the dopes of the few who conduct the machine 
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ete ApecuIatioQB. What effect it must have on the 
■iitry people is visible. When the peasant flnt 
ings his corn to market, the magistrate in the 
wns obliges him to talce the assignatat par; when 
i goes to the shop with his money, he finds it seven 
T cent, the worse for crossing the way. This maiw 
!t he will not readily resort to agiun. The townt- 
an can calculate from day to day : not so the in- 
ihitant of the country. The towns-people will 
I inflamed ; they will force the country people to 
ing their corn: resistance will begin, and the 
orders of Paris and St. Dennis may be renewed 
trough all France. 

What signifies the empty compliments paid to the 
luntry, by giving it, perhaps, more than its share 

the theory of-your representation ? Where have 
m placed the real power over monied and landed 
rciilation ? Where have yon placed the means of 
ising and falling the value of every man's freehold ? 
be whole of the power obtsuned by this revolutkiB 
ill settle in the towns among the burghers, and the 
tonied directors who lead them. The landed gen* 
eman, the yeoman, and the peasant, have, none of 
lem, habits, or inclinations, or experience, which 
m lead them to any share in this the sole sonrce 
■ power and influence now left in France. The 
sry nature of a country life, the very nature of 
nded property, in all the occupations and all the 
easures they afibrd, I'ender combination and ar- 
ngement (the sole way of procuring and exerting 
dfoence) in a manner impossible amongst country 
9ople. Combine them by all the art yon can, and 
1 the industry, they are always dissolving into in- 
iiddnality. Any thing in the nature of inoorponu 
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tion is almost impracticable amongst them. Hope, 
fear, alarm^ jealousy, the ephemerous tale that does 
its business, and dies in a day ; all these things, 
which are the reius and spurs by which leaden 
check or urge the minds of followers, are not easly 
employed, or hardly at all, amongst scattered peofdc. 
.They assemble, they arm, they act with the utmost 
difficulty, and at the greatest charge. Their eifertfi 
if ever they can be commenced, cannot be sustaiaed. 
They cannot proceed systematically. If the country 
gentlemen attempt an influence through the^mere 
-income of their property, what is it to that of those 
who have ten times their income to sell, and who 
can ruin their property by bringing their plunder to 
tineet it at market ? If he wishes to mortgage, be 
•falls the value of his land, and raises the value of 
assignats. He augments the power of his enemy by 
the very means he must take to contend with him. 
The country gentleman therefore, the officer by sea 
and land, the man of liberal idews and habits, at- 
tached to no profession, will be as completely ez- 
duded from the government of his country as if be 
were legislatively proscribed. It is obvious, that ii 
the towns, all the things which conspire against the 
country gentleman, combine in favour of the money 
manager and ditector. In towns combination is na- 
tural. The habits of burghers, their occupations, 
their diversion, their business, their idleness, con- 
tinually bring them into mutual contact. Their 
virtues and their vices are sociable ; they are always 
in garrison ; and they come embodied and half dis- 
dplined into the hands of those who mean to form 
them for civil or for military action. Those whose 
operations can take from, or add ten per cent, to, 



burke's reflections. 105 

the possessions of every man in France, must be the 
masters of erery man in France. 

All these considerations leave no doubt on my 
mind, that if this mobster of a constitution can con- 
tinue, France will be wholly governed by the agita- 
tors in corporations, by societies in the towns formed 
of directors of assignats, and trustees for the sale 
of church lands, attomies, agents, money-jobbers, 
speculators, and adventurers; composing an ignoble 
oligarchy founded on the destruction of the crown, 
the church, the nobility, and the people. Here end 
all the deceitful dreams and visions of the equality 
and rights of men. In " the Serbonian bog" of this 
base oligarchy they are all absorbed, sunk, and lost 
for ever. 

Though human eyes cannot trace them, one would 
he tempted to thinly some great offences in France 
must cry to Heaven, which has thought fit to punbh 
it with a subjection to a vile and inglorious domina- 
tion, in which no comfort or compensation is to bf 
found in any, even of those false splendours, which, 
playing about other tyrannies, prevent manlcind from 
feeling themselves dishonoured even whilst they are 
oppressed. I must confess I am touched with a sor- 
row, mixed with some indignation, at the conduct 
of a few men, once of great ranit, and. still of great 
character, who, deluded with specious names, have 
engaged in a business too deep for the line of their 
understanding to fathom ; who haye lent their fair 
reputation, and the authority of their high- sounding 
names, to the designs of men with whom they could 
not be acquainted ; and have, thereby made their 
veiy virtnes operate to the ruin of their country^ 

So far a; to the first cementing principle, 

p2 
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The second material of cement for their v 
public is the superiority of the city of Pari 
this I admit is strongly connected with the 
cementing principle of paper circnlation and 
cation. It is in this part of the project we rnn 
for the cause of the destruction of all tlie old 1 
of provinces and jurisdictions, ecclesiastical i 
culAry and the dissolution of all ancient coi 
tions of things, as well as the formation of sc 
sifiall unconnected republics. The power 
city of Paris is evidently one great spring of al 
politics. It is through the power of Parii 
becomt^ the centre and focus of jobbing, tl 
leaders of this faction direct, or rather com 
the whole legislative and the whole executi 
rernment. Every thing therefore must \h 
which can confirm the authority of that dl 
the other republics. Paris is compact ; she 
enormous strength, wholly disproportioned 
force of any of the square republics; an 
strength is collected and condensed within a i 
compass. Paris has a natural and easy coo 
of it» parts, which will not be affected by any! 
of a geometrical constitution, nor does it 
signify whether its proportion of represental 
more or less, since it has the whole draught o 
in its drag-net. The other divisions of thf 
dom being hackled and torn to pieces, andsef 
from all their habitual means, and even pri 
of union, cannot, for some time at least, oo 
rate against her. It was plain that the new 
poration of the city .of Paris could not com 
and conclujiively domineer over France in an; 
wuy than by breaking, in every other part 
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those connexions which might balance her power. 
Nothing was therefore to be left in all the subordi- 
nate members, but weakness, disconnexion, and 
cdnfusion. To confirm this part of the plan, the 
Assembly has lately come to a resolution, that no 
two of their republics shall have the same com- 
mander in chief. 

To a person who takes a view of the whole, the 
strength of Paris, thus foi*med, will appear a syr 
stem of general weakness. It is boasted, that -the 
geometrical policy has been adopted, that all local 
ideas should be sunk, and that the people should 
no longer be Gascons, Picards, Bretons, Nor- 
mans, but Frenchmon, with one country, one 
heart, and one assembly. But instead of being 
all Frenchmen, the greater likelihood is, that the 
inhabitants of that region will shortly have no 
country. No man ever was attached by a sense 
of pride, partiality, or real affection, to a descrip- 
tion of square measurement. He never will glory 
in belonging to the Checquer, No. 71, or to any 
other badge-ticket. We begin our public affections 
in our families. No cold relation is a zealous citizea. 
We pass on to our neighbourhoods, and our habi- 
tual provincial connexions. These ai^ inns and 
resting places. Such divisions of our country ds 
hare been formed by habit, and not by a sudden 
jerk of authority, were so many little images of the 
great country in which the heait found something 
which it could fill. The love to the whole is hot 
extinguished by this subordinate partiality. Pei'- 
haps it is a sort of elemental training to those higher 
and more large regards, by which alone men come 
to be affected, as with their own'conceni, in th!; 
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.prosperity of a kingdom 90 extensive as that of 
France. In that general territory itself, as b the 
'old name of provinces, the citizens are Interested 
•firom old prejudices and unreasoned habits, and not 
on account of the geometric properties of its figure. 
The power and pre-eminence of Paris does certainly 
press down and hold these republics together, as 
Idnj; as it lasts. But, for the' reasons I hav^ alroMly 
given you, I think it cannot last very long. 

Passing from the civil creating, and the civil ce- 
menting principles of this constitution, to the Na- 
tional Assembly, which is to appearand act as sove- 
reign, we see a body in its constitution with evnry 
possible power, and no possible external controL 
We see a body without fundamental laws, withirot 
established maxims, without respected rules of pro- 
ceeding, which nothing can keep firm to any system 
whatsoever. Their idea of their powers is always 
taken at the utmost stretch of legislative compe- 
teucy, and their examples for common cases from 
the exceptions of the most urgent necessity, llie 
fiiture is to be in mo»t respects like the present 
Assembly ; but, by the mode of the new elections, 
and the tendency of the new circulations, it will be 
purged of the small degree of internal control ex- 
isting in a minority chosen originally from various 
interests, and preserving something of their spirit. 
If possible, the next Assembly must be worse thao 
the present. The present, by destroying and alter* 
ing every thing, will leave to their successors appa- 
rently nothing popular to do. They will be roused 
by emulation and example to enterprises the boldest 
aiid the most absurd. To suppose such an assembly 
•Htiog in perfect quietude is ridiculoos. 
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Your aU-sniBcieDt legislators, in their bnrry to do 
every thing at once, hare forgot one thing that seems 
essentia], and which,-! beliere, nerer has been, in 
the theory or the practice, omitted by any pro- 
jector of a republic. They hare forgot to constitnte 
- a senate, or something of that nature and character. 
Nerer, before this time, was beard of a body politic, 
composed of one legislative and actire assembly, and 
its executire officers, without such a council ; with- 
out something to which foreign states might con- 
nect themselves ; something to which, in the ordi- 
nary detsul of government, the people could look up ; 
something which might give a bias and steadiness, 
and preserve something like consistency in the pro- 
ceedings of state. Such a body kings generally have 
as a conncil. A mooarcby may exist without it ; 
but it seems to be in the very essence of a republican 
government. It holds a sort of middle place between 
' the supreme power exercised by the people, or im- 
mediately delegated from them, and tbe mere exe- 
cutive. Of this there are no traces in yonnconsti- 
tution ; and in providing nothing of this kind, your 
Solons and Numas have, as much as in any thiqg 
else, discovered a sovereign incapacity. 

Let us now turn our eyes to what they have done 
towards the formation of an executive power. For 
this they have chosen a degraded king. This their 
first executive officer is to be a machine, without 
any sort of deliberative discretion in any one act of 
his function. At best he is but a channel to con- 
vey to the National Assembly such matter as may 
import that body to know. If he had been made 
the exclusive channel, the power would not have 
been without its importance, though iQ^oitcly 
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perilous to those who would choose to exercise it. 
But public inteiligeuce and statement of facts may 
pass to the Assembly, with equal authenticity, 
through any other conveyance^ As to the means, 
therefore, of giving a direction to measures by the 
statement of an authorised reporter^ this office of 
intelligence is as nothing. 

To consider the French scheme of an executive 
officer in its two natural divisions of civil and poli- 
cal. — In the first it must be observed, that, accord- 
ing to the new constitution, the higher parts of 
judicature, in either of its lines, are not in the king. 
The king of France is not the fonnbdn of justice. 
The judges, neither the original nor the appellate, 
ai*e of his nomination. He neither proposes the 
candidates, nor has a negative on the choice. He 
Is not even the public prosecutor. He serves only 
as a notary to authenticate the choice made of the 
judges in the several districts : by his officers he n 
to execute their sentence. When we look into thie 
true nature of his authority, he appears to be no- 
thing more than a chief of bumbailiffs, seijeants at 
mace, catch poles, jailers, and hangmen. It is im- 
possible to place any thing called royalty in a mor6 
degrading point of view. A thousand times better 
It had been for the dignity of this unhappy prince, 
that he had nothing at all to do with the administra- 
tion of justice, deprived as he is of all that Is vene- 
rable, and all that is consolatory in that function, 
without power of originating any process ; without 
a power of suspension, mitigation, or pardon. Every 
thing in justice that is vile and odious is thrown 
upon him. It was not for nothing that the Assem- 
bly has been at such pains to remove the stigmft 
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from certain offices, when they were resolved to 
place the person who lately had been their king in 
a situation but one degree above the executioner, 
and in an office nearly of the same quality. It is 
not in nature, that situated as the king of the French 
now is, he can respect himself, or can be respected 
by others. 

View this new executive officer on the side of his 
political capacity, as he acts under the orders of the 
National Assembly. To execute laws is a royal of- 
fice ; to execute orders is not to be a king. How- 
ever, a political executive magistracy, though merely 
such, is a great trust : it is a trust indeed that has- 
much depending upon its faithful and diUgent per- 
formance, both in the person presiding in it and in 
all his subordinates. Means of performing this duty 
ought to be given by regulation ; and dispositions 
towards it ought to be infused by the circumstances 
attendant on the trust. It ought to be environed 
with dignity, authority, and consideration, and i$ 
ought to lead to glory. The office of execution is 
an office of exertion. It is not from impotence we 
are to expect the tasks of power. What sort of per*-, 
son is a king to command executory service, who 
has no means whatsoever to reward it : not in a 
permanent office; not in a grant of land; no, not 
in a pension of 50/. a year ; not in the vunest and 
most trivial title ? In France the king is no more 
the fountain of honour than he is the fountain of 
justice. All rewards, all distinctions are in other 
hands. Those who serve the king can be actuated 
by no natural motive but fear ; by a fear of every 
thing except their master. His functions of inter- 
nal coercion are as odious as those which he exer- 
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cises in the department of justice. If relief is to be 
given to any nianicipality, the Assembly gives it. If 
ttxwps are to be sent to reduce them to obedience to 
the Assembly, the king is to execute the order; and 
upon every occasion he is to be spattered over with 
the blood of his people. He has no negative ; yet his 
name and authority is used to enforce every harsh 
decree. Nay, he must concur in the butchery of 
those who shall attempt to free him from his im- 
prisonment, or show the slightest attachibent to hit 
person or to his ancient authority. 

Executive magistracy ought to be constituted in 
such a manner, that those who compose it should' 
be disposed to love and to venerate those whom 
they are bound to obey. A purposed neglect, or, 
what is worse, a literal but perverse and malignant 
obedience, must be the ruin of the wisest oounseli,' 
In vain will the law attempt to anticipate or to fol* 
low such studied neglects and fraudulent attentions. 
To make men act zealously is not in the coinpetence 
of law. Kings, even such as are truly kings, may 
and ought to bear the freedom of subjects that are 
obnoxious to them. They may too, without dero- 
gating from themselves, bear even the authority of 
such persons if it promotes their service. Louii 
XIII. mortally hated the Cardinal de Richelieu ; but 
his support of that minister against his rivals was 
the source of all the glory of his reign, and the 
solid foundation of his throue itself. — Louis XIV. 
when come to the throne, did not love the Cardinal 
Mazarin ; but for his interests he preserved him in 
power. When old, he detested Louvois; but for 
years, whilst he faithfully served his greatness, he 
endured his person. When George II. took Mr. 



Ptit, ntio ccrt^nlf wu not Bgreeiible to htm, iuto 

his GOdDclU, he did uaibiiig which could bnmble « 
wise aovereign. Bdi these minialers, who wen 
choisen by afiaim, not by aSn;[iotiB, acted id the 
trnme of, and iu trnat for, kiugB { and not an their 
arowed, eonatitnlional, and uateubible mailen. 1 
think ii iinpouibL*: that aujr king, when he hasr«- 
eorered hii first terrors, can cordially iiifaie vivocil; 
and rigonr inio meBsnreg which be knows 10 be dic- 
tated by those who, lie toual be perauaded, are in the 
highest degree ill affected to his peraou. Will any 
niiiiiatera, who aerve such a king, or whatever he 
may he called, with but a decent appturance of re- 
■pect, cordially obey the ordeis uf ilioae whom but 
. the other day ia his name Ihey had cummitted IB 
the Baatlie ? will Ihey obey Ihe orders of ihoM 
whom, whilst they were eiercisiug deapolic Justice 
DpoD them, they conceived they were treatiug with 
lenity; and for whom, iu a prison, ihey thought 
Ihey had provided an asylum ? If you expect lOCh 
obedience, amongst your other iuiiovatious and re- 
gen eraliotig, you onght to make a revolulion in IM- 

mind: otherwise, your aupretoe gnrernnient can- 
not harmonize with ita executoiy ayaiem. There 
are caaes in which we cannot take np with namet 
and abatraciioDs. Yon may call lialfa dozen lead* 
lug individuals, whom we liave reason to fear and 
hate, the nation. IE makes no other difference than 
lo make us fear and hale them ihe more. If it had 
been Ihonghl jnati&ahle and expedieot lo make audi 
arevolniion by such means, ami ibiougli auch per- 
(0D9, aa you hare made j'outs, it would have been 
more wise to have completed ihe butineas of the 
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5th and 6th of October. The new execatiTe oflker 
would then owe his situation to his real masten $ 
and he might be bound in interest, in the sodetr of 
crime, and (if in crimes there could be ?irtaesj hi 
gratitude, to serve those who had promoted him to 
a place of great lucre and great sensual indulgence; 
and of something more : for more he must haie 
received from those, who certiunly would not have 
limited an aggrandized creature as they have done 
a submitting antagonist. 

A king, circumstanced as the present, if he is to- 
tally stupefied by his misfortunes, so as to think it 
not the necessity, but the premium and piiidlegeof 
life, to eat and sleep, without any regard to (dory, 
never can be fit for the office. If he feels as mea 
commonly feel, he must be sensible that an oflloe 
so circumstanced is one in which he can obtain no 
fome or reputation. He has no generoias interest 
that can excite him to action. At best, his con- 
duct will be passive and defensive. To inferior 
people such an office might be matter of honour: 
but to be raised to it, and to descend to it, are 
different things, and suggest different sentiment!. 
Does he really name the ministers ? They wiU 
have ^ sympathy with him. Are they forced upoB 
him ? The whole business between them and the 
nominal king will be mutual counteraction. In aU 
other countries, the office of ministers of state is of 
the highest dignity : in France it is full of peril, and 
incapable of glory. Rivals however they wiU bate 
in their nothingness, whilst shallow ambition existi 
in the world, or the desire of a miserable salaiy ii 
an incentive to short-sighted avarice. Those com- 
petitors of the ministers are enabled by your consti* 
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to Ulack Ihem iu their ntal puta, wblitt 
live Qot the meaas of repelling (beir cbargn 
other tban the degrading character o( aH- 
The miaiBltn of slate ia France are tho 
ifuiu Id that eonotrj wbo are Incapable Of a 
in the national coandJi. What mtuUler*! 
wuncila '. Wbat a nation ! — Bat tbe^ are re- 
>le. It ii a poor serrice tbat li (o be had 
etponilbility. The eleralion of mind to be 
1 froED fear, will oerer noake a DBtton glotiou . 
iitbllityprerents crimes; ItmaketallattempUi 
; the laws dapgeroiu : bat for a priodpte of 
and zealous service, none bat idiots could 
if it. Is the conduct of a war to be tmated 
lan who may abhor its priociple; who. In 
tep he may take to render tc snccessfnl, con- 
he power of those bf whom he it opprtwed? 
ireigu states seriously treat trith him wliohas 
rOfcatlieof peaeeor war; no, not so mnch u 
iigleTote by hiiosclf or his ministers, or by 
e whom be can possiMy inflncnce I A stale 
tenipt it not a state for a prince : better get 
btmatonce. 

ow it will be s^d, that these homonn in the 
Old ezecDtire gnvernment will continneooly 
h this generalioD ; and that the king bai 
■ronght to declare the danphin shall be ediu 
naconfbrmity to hissitiiHiioD. Ifbetamade 
bnn to his sltnatton, he will bare no ednca- 
■U. Hit training must I>e wonu eren than 
an arbltmry monarch. If he reads — wlietlMr 
Is or not — «ome good or evil genius will tcU 
a ancestors were kings. Tbencefbrward his 
mnlt be to assert himself, and to arcnge fall 
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parents. This you will say is not his daty. Tbit 
may be; but it is nature; and whilst you pique iuk 
tare against you, you do unwisely to trust to datyi 
In this futile scheme of polity, the state nuraei ll 
its bosom, for the present, a source of weakoea^ 
perplexity, counteraction, inefficiency, and decay; 
and it prepares the means of its final ruin. In short, 
I see nothing in the executive force (I cannot caUk 
authority) that has even an appearance of vigour, sr 
that has the smallest degree of just correspondeneei 
or symmetry, or amicable relation, with the suprene 
power, either as it now exists, or as it i;i pUumd 
for the future government. 

You have settled, by an economy as perverted M 
the policy, two establishments of government ; OM 
real, one fictitious ; both maintained at a vast €» 
pense; but the fictitious at, I think, the greatMi 
Such a machine as the latter is not worth the gruff 
of its wheels. The expense is exorbitant; aid 
neither the show nor the use deserve the tenth pan 
of the charge. Oh ! but I do not do justice to the 
talents of the legislators. 1 do not allow, as I ovgbl 
to do, for necessity. Their scheme of ezecotifi 
force was not their choice. This pageant must be 
kept. The people would not consent to part with 
it. Right ; 1 understand you. You do, in spite oi 
your grand theories, to whicli you would hmn 
heaven and earth to bend — ^you do know how ti 
conform yourselves to the nature and circumstaood 
of things. But when you were obliged to conforM 
thus far to circumatauces, you ought to have carried 
your submibbiou^ farther, and to have made whU 
you were obliged to take, a proper iustrumenty and 
jiseful to its end* That was in your power, f oi 
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e, among manyotbera, it wu in Tour power 
t to your kiag the right of peace and war, 

to l«Lretolbeezecn(IveDiaginrs(e IbemoM 
MIS nf all prerogatires ? I know ooae mora 
om ; nor bd; more neceuaryU) be lo imited. 
It aay that this prerogatireonglit to be tmitcd 
r king, anlesi be enjofcd other ao^liarr 
iloDg H'ilh it, wliicb h^ doet not now hold. 

be did possesii them, bazardmu ai they are 
itedly, adTRnli^ea would arise from snch con- 
'D, more tbaii compenaatlng the risk, 'fhere 
ther way of keeping other polealalet from 
Ing iliatincdy and personally with the mem- 
F your Assembly, from intermeddling In all 
mceniE, and fomeniing, in the heart of yonr 
r, the most pemlclons of all factious t f»e- 
a the interest and under the directkiQ of 

powers. Prom that worst of erili, thank 
re are still free. Yonr skill, if yon had any, 
be well eoiplnjed to find onl indirect correct- 
id controls upon this perilons trust. If yov 

like those which in England we hsTechoaen, 
'aders might hate exerted their abilities In 
ing better. If it were necessary to exemplify 
iseqnencea of tnch an execntire government 
n, in the management of great aDalra, I 
refer yon to the late reports of M. de Hont- 
to the National Aswoibly,.and all the Mber 
]ings relallve to the diftt^ces between 
Sritain and Spain. It would be treating you 
landing with diarespect to pirint tbem dot to 
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I am rather astonished that they have not resigned 
long since. For the universe I would not have stood 
in the situation in which they have been for this 
last twelvemonth. They wished well, I take it for 
granted, to the revolution. Let this fact be as it 
may, they could not, placed as they were upon an 
eminence, though an eminence of humiliatioo, bat 
be the first to see collectively, and to feel, eadi in 
his own department, the evils which have been pto- 
duced by that revolution. In every step which they 
took, or forbore to talte, they must have felt the 
degraded situation of their country, and their utter 
incapacity of serving it. They are in a spedes of 
subordiua;te servitude, in which no men before thcni 
were ever seen. Without confidence from thdr io< 
vereign on whom they were forced, or from th6 
Assembly who forced them upon him, all the noble 
functions of their office are executed by committees 
of the Assembly, without any regard whatsoever to 
their personal or their officii authority. They ate 
to execute, without power ; they are to be respon- 
sible, without discretion; they are to deliberate, 
without choice. In their puzzled situatlony uAder 
two sovereigns, over neither of whoni they have any 
influence, they must act in such a manner as, in 
effect, (whatever they may intend) sometimes to lie- 
tray the one, sometimes the other, and always to 
betray themselves. Such has been their sIttiatioB ; 
such must be the situation of those who succeed 
them. I have much respect, and many good vdshes, 
for Mr. Necker : I am obliged to him for attention. 
I thought, when his enemies had driven him from 
Versailles, that his exile was a subject of most se- 
rious congratulation— imT mutta urbet ei pMk$ 
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ffoia vkerunt. He is now sittiag on the ruins of 
the finances, and of the monarchy of France. 

A great deal more might be observed on the 
strange constitution of the executory part of the 
new goTemment ; but fatigue must gire bounds to 
the discussion of subjects, which in themselves hare 
hardly any limits. 

As little genius and talent am I able to perceive 
hi the plan of judicature formed by the National 
Assembly. According to their invariable course, 
the framers of your constitution have begun with 
the utter abolition of the parliaments. These vene- 
rable bodies, like the rest of the old government, 
stood in need of reform, even though there should 
be no change made in the monarchy. They re- 
quired several more alterations to adapt them to 
the system of a free constitution : but they had 
particulars in their constitution, and those not a 
few, which deserved approbation from the wise. 
They possessed one fundamental excellence ; jA^y 
were independent. The most doubtful circumtCance 
attendant on their office, that of its being vendible, 
contributed however to this independency of cha- 
racter. They held for life. Indeed they may be 
sidd to have held by inheritance. Appointed by the 
monarch, they were considered as nearly out of his 
power. The most determined exertions of that 
anfhority against them only showed their radical 
faidependence. They composed permanent bodies 
politic, constituted to resist arbitrary innovation ; 
and from that corporate constitution, and from 
most of their forms, they were well calculated to 
itftord both certainty and stability to the laws. They 
had been a safe asylum to secure these laws in all 
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the revolutions of humonr and opinion. They had 
Baved that sacred deposit of the country doling the 
reigns of arbitrary princes, and the Btmgg^ d 
arbit rary factions . They Itept alive the memory aid 
record of the con!*titntion. They were the gmt 
security to private property ; which might be tM, 
when personal liberty had no existence, to be, b 
fact, as well guarded in France as iu any other 
country. Whatever is supreme in a state, ought t9 
have, as much as possible, it» judicial authority M. 
constituted, as not only not to depend npon it, botli 
some sort to balance it. It ought to give a secaritf 
to its justice against its power. It onght to make 
its judicature, as it were, something exterior to the 
state. 

These parliaments had furnished, not the bcit 
certainly, but some considerable corrective to the 
excesses and vices of the monarchy. Such an iodd" 
pendent judicature was ten times more uecessaiy 
when a democracy became the absolute power of 
the country. In that constitution, elective, teoN 
porary, 16cal judges, such as you have contrived^ 
exercising their dependent functions in a narrcnr. 
society, must be the worst of all tribunals. In then, 
it will be vain to look for any appearance- of justice 
towards strangers, towards the obnoxious rich, to> 
wards the minority of routed parties, towards all 
those who in the election have supported unsuccesi- 
ful candidates. It will be impossible to keep the 
new tribunals clear of the worst spirit of faction. 
All contrivances by ballot, we know experimentaUy» 
to be vain and childish to prevent a discovery of 
inclinations. Where they may the best answer the 
purposes of concealment, they answer to produce 
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Bnspicion, and Ads b a still more mischUiroiis caase 
of partiality. 

If the parliaments had been preserved, instead of 
being dissolved at so ruinous a change to tlie nation, 
they might have served in this new commonweaUb, 
perhaps not precisely the same (I do not mean an 
exact parallel), but near the same purposes as the 
court and senate of Areopagus did in Athens ; that 
iSy as one of the balances and correctives to the evils 
of a light and unjust democracy. Every one knows, 
that this tribunal was the great stay of thnt state.; 
every one 1(nows with what care it was upheld, and 
with what a religious awe it was consecrated. The 
padiaments were uot wholly free from faction, I ad- 
mit ; but this evil was exterior and accidental, and 
not so much the vice of their constitution itself, as 
It must be in your new contrivance of sexennial 
elective judicatories. Several English commend the 
abolition of the old tribunals, as supposing that they 
determined every thing by bribery and corruption. 
But they have stood the test of monaircbic and re- 
publican scrutiny. The court was well disposed to 
prove corruption on those l>odies when they were 
dissolved in 1771. Those who have again dissolved 
them would have done the same if they covld-rbut 
both inquisitions having fiiiled, I conclude, that 
gross pecuniary corruption must have been rather 
rare amongst them. 

It would have been prudent, along with the par- 
Uaments, to preserve their ancient power of regis- 
tering, and of remonstrating at least, upon all the 
decrees of the National Assembly, as they did upon 
those which passed in the time of the monarchy. 

VOL. II. o 
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It woold be a means of squaring the occM 
crees of a democracy to some principles c 
jnrispnidence. The ruin of the ancient 
cles was, that they ruled, as you do, bj i 
decrees, psephUmata. This practice sooo 
upon the tenor and consistency of the hi 
abated the respect of the people towards tJ 
totally destroyed them in the end. 

Your Testing the power of remoiistranc 
in the time of the monarchy, existed in t 
ment of Paris, in your principal executi 
whom, in spite of common sense, you pe 
calling iiing, is the height of absurdity. ^ 
never to suffer remonstrance from him ^ 
execute. This is to understand ueithc 
nor execution ; neither authority nor ( 
The person whom you call king, ought no 
)his power, or he ought to hare more. 

Your present arrangement is strictly jud 
stead of imitating your monarchy, and sea 
judges on a bench of independence, your 
■ to reduce them to the most blind obe<U< 
you have changed all things, you have invi 
principles of order. You first appoint jud 
I suppose, are to determine according to 
then you let them know, that, at some 
other, you intend to give them some law 
they are to determine. Any studies wl 
have made, if any they have made, are to 
to them. But to supply these studies, tl 
be sworn to obey all the rules, orders, ani 
tious, which from time to time they are, 
from the National Assembly. These if th 
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to, Xhty leave no ground uf law to the subject :. 
they become complete and most dangerous instrti- 
m^ts in the hands of the governing power, which, 
In the midst of a canse, or on the prospect of it, 
may wholly change the rule of decision. If these 
orders of the National Assembly come to be con- 
:rary to the will of the people wiio locally choose 
:hose judges, such confusion must happen as is ter- 
ible to tliink of. For the judges owe their place 
*o the local authority; and the commands they are 
iwoni to obey come from those who have 1:0 share 
o their appointment. 'In the mean time they have 
be example of the court of Chatelet to encourage 
ind guide them in the exercise of their functions, 
rbat court is to ti7 criminals sent to it by the Na- 
ional Assembly, or brought before it by othei* 
lonrses of delation. They sic under a guard; to 
avc their own lives. They know not by what law 
hey judge, nor under what authority they act, nor 
J what tenure they hold. It is thought that they 
le sometimes obliged to condemn at peril of their 
Ires. This is not, perhaps, certain, nor can it be 
iscertaiued ; but when they acquit, we tcnow they 
lave seen the persons whom they discharge, with 
effect impunity to the actors, hanged at the door 
ftbeir court. 

The Assembly, indeed, promises that they \vill 
Dim a body of law, which shall be short, simple, 
tear, and so forth : that is, by their short laws, 
hey will leave much to the discretion of the judge ; 
rhilst they have exploded the authority of all the 
saming which could make judicial discretion (a* 
hiog perilous at best) deserving the appellation of 

sound discretion. 
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It is curious to observe, that the admlnlstntiii 
bodies are carefully exempted from the jarifldicdoi 
of these new tribunals : that is, those persons an 
exempted from the power of the laws, who oaglM 
to be the most entirely submitted to them. ThoM 
who execute public pecuniary tmsts, ought of al 
men to be the most strictly held to their duty. 0|M 
would have thought, that it must have been amoBf 
your earliest cares, if you did not mean that thou 
administrative bodies should be real sovereign indfr 
pendent states, to form an awful tribunal, ^ke yov 
late parliaments, or like oor king's bench, where 
all corporate officers might obtain protection in tl^ 
legal exercise of their fuuctions, and would te' 
coercion if they trespassed against their legal doty, 
But the cause of the exemption is plain. Tbflfc 
administrative bodies are the great instruments ol 
the present leaders in their progress through deoK^ 
cracy to oligarchy. They must, therefore, be pal 
i(bove the law. It will be said, that the legal tri- 
bunals which yon have made are unfit to coeiee 
them. They are, uudonbtedly. They are unfit IM 
any rational purpose. It will be said too, that the 
administrative bodies will be accountable to the 
general assembly. This I fear is talking, withqat 
much consideration, of the nature of that assemU) 
or of these corporations. However, to foe sBb- 
ject to the pleasure of that asseml;>ly, is not tobt 
subject to law, either for protection or for cofr 
stndnt 

Has more wisdom been displayed in the coDBti' 
tution of your army than what is discoverable ii 
your plan of judicature ? The able arrangement o 
this part is the more difficult, and requires tb* 



BURKE'S REFLECTIONS* 12S 

greater skill and atteation, not only as a great con- 
oem in itself, but as it is the third cementing prin* 
dple in the new body of repuUics, which you caU 
the French nation^ Truly it is not easy to divine 
what that army may become at lasti You have 
voted a very large one, and on good appointments^ 
at least' fiilly equal to your apparent means of pay- 
ment. But what is the principle of its discipline ? 
or whom is it to obey ? You have got the wolf by 
the ears, and I wish you joy of the happy position 
in which you have chosen to place yourselves, and 
in which you are well circumstanc<Ki for a free de^- 
Kberation, illative to that army, or to any thing 



The minister and secretary of state for the war 
department is M. de la Tour du Pin. This gentle- 
man^ like his colleagues in administration^ i& a 
most zealous assertor of the revolution, and a san- 
guine admirer of the new constitution, which Ori- 
ginated in that event. His statement of facts, fe^ 
latlve to tlie military of France, is important, not 
only from his official and personal authority, btft 
because it displays very clearly the actual condidon 
of the army in France^ and because it throws light 
on the principles upon which the Assembly pro- 
ceeds in the administration of this critical object. 
It may enable us to form some judgfmient how far H 
may be expedient in this country to imitate the 
martii^ policy of France. 

M. de la Tour du Pin, on the 4th of Jane last, 
comes to gi^e an account of the state of his depart- 
lUeAt, as it e^sts ander the auspices of the Na- 
tiimal Assembiy.' No man knows it so well; no 
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mail can express it better. Addressing himself to 
the National Assembly, he says, << His majesty has 
this day sent me to apprise you of the moltipliefl 
disorders of which every day he receives the most 
distressing intelligence. Tlie army (le corps fntU- 
taire) threatens to fall into tl>e most turbuleot 
anarchy. Entire regiments have dared to violate 
at once the respect due to the laws, to the king, to 
the order established by your decrees, and totbe 
oaths which they have talien with th« most awfol 
solemnity. Compelled by my duty to give yoa io- 
formation of these excesses, my heart bleeds when 
I consider who they are that have committed them. 
Those, against whom it is not in my power to with- 
hold the most grievous complaints, are a part of 
that very soldiery which to this day have been so 
full of honour and loyalty, and with whom, for fifty 
years, I have lived the comrade and the friend. 
. '' What incomprehensible spirit of delirium and 
.delusion has all at once. led them astray? Whilst 
you are indefatigable in establishing uniformity in 
the empire^ and moulding the whole into one co- 
herent and consistent body ; whilst the French are 
taught by you, at once the respect which the laws 
.owe to the rights of man, and that which the citi- 
zens owe to the laws, the administration of the 
army presents nothing but disturbance and confa- 
sion. I see in more than one corps the bonds of 
discipline relaxed or broken ; the most unheard-of 
pretensions avowed directly and without any dis- 
.guise ; the ordinances without force ; the chiefs 
without authority ; the military chest and the co- 
lours carried offs the authority of the kipg himself 
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[risum teneatUi] proadly defied; the officers de- 
spisedy degraded, threatened, driven away, and 
some of them prisoners in the midst of their corps, 
dragging on a precarious life in the bosom of dis- 
gust and humiliation. To fill up the measure of all 
these horror?, the commandants of places have had 
their throats cut, under the eyes, and almost in the 
arms, of their own soldiers. 

" These evils are great; but they are not the 
worst consequences which may be produced by such 
military insurrections. Sooner or later they may 
menace the nation itself. The nature of things re- 
quires, that the army should never act but as an 
instriuueut. The moment that, erecting itself into 
a deliberative body, it shall act according to its own 
renolutious, the government, be it what it may, 
will immediately degenerate into a military de-^ 
mocracy ; a species of political monster, which has* 
always ended by devouring those who have pro- 
duced it. 

'* After all this, who must not be alarmed at the 
irregular consultations, and turbulent committees, 
formed in 8o;ne regiments by the common soldiers 
and non-commissioned officers, without the Isnow- 
iedge, or even in contempt of the authority of their 
superiors ? although the presence and concurrence 
of those superiors could give no authority to such 
iponstrous democratic assemblies (^cornices)," 

It is not necessary to add much to this finished 
picture ; finished as far as its canvass admits ; but, 
as I apprehend, not tailing in the whole .of the na-. 
ture and complexity of the disorders of this mili- 
tary democracy, which^ the minister at war truly 
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and wisely obseires, wherever it ensts, iniist ble 
the true coDstitntion of the state^by whatever for* 
inal appellation it may pass. For, thongh be in- 
forms the Assembly, that the more considerable 
part of the army haipe not cast off their obe^Doe, 
but are still attached to their daty, yet those tra- 
▼eUers who have seen the corps whose condoct is 
the best, rather observe in them the absence of mu- 
tiny than the existence of discipline. 

I cannot help pausing here for a moment, to re-' 
fleet npon the expressions of surprise which thif 
minister has let fed], relative to the excesses he re- 
lates. To him the departure of the troops fttmi 
thdr ancient principles of loyalty and honour seesn 
quite inconceivable. Surely those to whom* he ad- 
dresses himself know the causes of it but too weU. 
They know the doctrines which they have preached, 
the decrees which they have passed, the practices 
which they have countenanced. The soldiers re- 
member the 6th of October. They recollect tho 
French guards. They have not foi^get the talung 
of the king's castles in Paris, and at Marseilles t 
that they murdered, with impunity, the governors 
in both places, has not passed out of their minds. 
They do not abandon the principles ^d down so 
ostentatiously and laboriously of the equality of 
men. They cannot shut their eyes to the degrada- 
tion of the whole noblesse of France, and the sup- 
pression of the very idea of a gentleman. The 
total abolition of titles and distinctions is not lost 
npon them. But M. du Pin is astonished at their 
disloyalty, when the doctors of the Assembly have 
taught them at the same time the respect dne to 
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laws. It ii ea*T ^° i^^ff whlcb of (be tmt Wttt of 
leuoQS men wiifa ornii in their hands are likely to 
learn. As to the aathoritjr of the kiog, ne may 
eoUecI from the miniBter himself (if any argument 
on that head were not quite superflaoDs) that It It 
not of more con si deration with these troops, than 
It is with every body else. " The kinj;," layi be, 
*' has over aud over again repeated his orders to 
jmt a stop to these excesses ; but, in so terrible a 
Clisia, your (the Assembly's) concnrrenee is become 
tudilpemably necessary to prereul the evils which 
nienace the state. You unite to the force of the 
legislative power, that of opinion still more Import- 
ant." To be sure the army can liare no opinion of 
the power or authority of the king." Perhaps tbe 
soldier Las by this lime learned, that the Assembly 
Itself does not enjoy a much greater degree of U- 
berty Ihaii that royal figure. 

It Is now to be seen what has been proposed in 
tbis exigency, one of the greatest that can happes 
In a stale. The minister requests the Assembly to 
arrayltselfinalllts terrors, and to call forth all its 
roi^eBty. Hedesireichat the grave and severe prig, 
dplei aonoanced by theni may give vigour to tbe 
king's proclamation. After tbis we should hare 
looked for conns clril and martial ; breaking of 
MMne corps, decimating others, and all the ter. 
rible jneans which necessity bas employed in such 
owes, to arrest the progress of the most lerrible. of 
■11 evils {'particularly, one might expect, that a se- 
rtona Inqaiiywould be made into tbe-mnnler of 
commandant* in the view of their soldiers. Not 
one word of all this, or of any thing Uka It. Aftei 
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they had been told that the soldier trampled nftm 
the decreet of the Astembly promulgated hjr ti* 
king, the Assembly pass new decrees, and Iht^ 
authorize the hing to mahe new proolamatioas. 
After the secretary at war had stated that the regi' 
teents had paid no regard to otAhBjn-itii torn k 
pku impoHmie «ofemiltl^— they propose—what?— 
if ore oaths. They renew decrees and prodaotf' 
tions as they experience their inrafficiencyy tad 
they mnltiply oaths in proportion as they wnkcs, 
in the minds of men, the sanctions of reBgioD. 1 
hope that handy abridgements of tlie exceUent to- 
owBS of Voltaire, d'Alembert, Dideroc, and Hd- 
iFetinSy on the immortality of the soul, on a parti* 
ealar aaperintendlng Protidenee, and on a hwt 
state of lewarde and punishments, are sent down to 
theaoMtcrs along with their dric oadw. Of this I 
have no donbt ; as I understand, that a certain de- 
Birription of reading makes no inconsiderable part 
of their nrilitary exercises, and that they are ftifl bh 
well supplied vAlh the ammunition of pamphlets ts 
of cartridjges* 

Ta present the mischieiSi ariring from conspira* 
des, Irregnlar consultaUons, seditious coma^Oets, 
and aumstrons democratic asseml^es (eomUUit 
eemlofsf) el the soldiers, and dl the disorders arising 
Cmwi idlentss, Inzury, dissipation, and iasubwdins- 
tlen, I believe the most astonisliing meaat Immc 
baen aaed, that ever occurred to men, even In all 
the inventioDB of this prolific age. It it no leae 
tlian tldat-^The king has promulgated In ctrcilkur 
kOers to all the regiments his direct authority and 
taooura0cawat, (hat tba several corps shoold Jsin 
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tbemietvM wilk the clubs ud confedentkH tn ttw 
snersl mnuicipalitie*, and mtz with ttMtn in tkelr 
feaill Bud civic euterUunmenls ! Thia JoUf <UMt> 
pline, It aeems, U to tofun tbe feraet^ of tWr 
otiut* { to recoocile them to their bottle cnoqik 
aloaa of other deKriptioni; uiil to KMrge particolar 
eonipirMies in more general ■BBociatiou.* liuM 
Ibis remedy shoald b« plesMog to the toUiew^ « 
tbej are daMribed by M. de In Toar ds f^p, [ cm 
readily be^ere ; wd ihit, however mntkiotw «tlM>- 
wUe, tbeji nUI datlfOUy sobmit theouebei la tbcM 
royal proclamMiona. But I should qneMitw irite- 
ther Ul this ciric awtatiag, clabbiag, and feMliaC) 
would diepoae them moie thtui at preseut tbcy w* 
diipoKd, to an obedteuee to their offlcen, or twrir 
thorn better to labmit to the aaMet« rale* of ndlW 
tai; ducipliue. It will make them adaillrtk dtU 
•ens after the French wcide, bat not qaila ao good 
•oldiert after any mode. A doubt night mil arlM, 
whether the courenutioiu at these good tahloi 
woDld fit tbem a great deal the better for the chft. 
racter of mere instrnmeats, which this Trtenn 
officer and siaietuau Jniliy obierres, the ounra «€ 
things alwuys reqairea an army to be. 
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Concerning Ihe likelihood of this improTeu 
in discipline, by the free conreraatioD of the 
diers with the municipal festive societies, whit 
thus officially encouraged by royal aiitliorily 
sanction, we may judge by the elate of the mm 
palities chemselres, furnished to ns by the war 
Ulster In this very speech. He conceives good hi 
of the snccess of his endeavouva towards mto 
order for the present from the good dispositioi 
certaJD regiments; but ha tiuds something ck 
with regard lo the future. As to prevenliog 
returnofcoafnsiop," for this, the admiaiitr«tii 
Mys he, " cannot he answerobje to you, as Ion 
they see the monicipalitiea arrogate to them« 
BD authority over the troops, which yoar inil 
tions have reserved wholly to the monarch, 
have lixed the limits of the military anthoriij 
the municipal authority.' You have bounded 
action, which yon hare permitted to the latter < 
the former, to the right of reguisitiou ; but a 
dM the teller or the spirit of your decrees am 
rize the commons iu these munieipalities to bi 
(he officers, to try them, lo give orders lo Ihe 
diers, 10 drive Ihem from Ihe posts commilte 
their guard, to slop them in their laaicbca 
ilered by the king, or, in a word, to ens 
the troops lo the caprice of each of the citie 
even market towni through which they an 

Such is Ihe character and disposition of (be 
nicipal society which Is lo reclaim the soldier] 
bring them bocli to the true principles of tuili 
subordination, and lo render them machines in 
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haorii of the inprtme power of the cODDtry ! Sacb 
are thediatempen of the French troopsL Such is 
their cure! Aithearmf U, so U the navy. The 
muDicipalities supersede theontenaf theABsemblj, 
and the eeamen, in their (Dm, supersede the orders 
of the muaicipBlitlea. From mgi heart I pity the 
condition of a respectable ieiraut of the pnblic, like 
this war tuiniater, obliged in his old age to pledge 
the Assembly in their civic cups, and to enter with 
a hoary head into all the fantastic ragaiies of tbew 
JnTenile politicians. Snch schemes are not Klie 
proposilicns Cuming fi-om a loau of fifty years wear 
anil tear amongst mankind. Tliey seem rather such 
as ought (o tie expected from those grand com- 
ponnders in politics, who shorten Ihe road lo their 
degrees in the stale, and have a certain inward 
fanatical assurance and illuiniuatiOD upoa all snb' 
jects ; upon the credit of which one of their doctois 
bas thonght fit, with great applaase, and greater 
niccess, to cauljon tlie Assembly not to attend to 
old men, or to any persons who lolaed themselves 
npCHi their experience. I suppose all the niinistera 
of state must qnalify, and take this test, wholly 
aliJH ring the errors and hci-esies of experience and 
obserralion. Every man haa bis own relish. Bnt 
I think, if I conld not attain to the wisdoni, I 
wonld at least pi-ewne somelliiDg of the stiff and 
peremptory dignity of age. These gentlemen deal 
in regeneration ; bnt, at any price^l should hardly 
^eld my rigid fibres to be r^enerated by them;. 
nor begin, in injr grand climacteric, lo squall iathdr 
new accenli, or to stammer, in my second cradle, 
Ihe element^ Eonnda of their bartAroas meCapby- 
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sicfl. Si isti mihi largiantwr tU repuerawam, et m 
earum cftnit ffagktm, palde rectuem / 

The imbecility of any part of the pverBe tad pe« 
dantic system, which they call a constiUitioiiy cia^ 
not be laid open without discoveruig the utter i» - 
sufficiency and mischief of every other part with 
which it comes in contacty or that bears any the 
remotest relation to it. You cannot propose a re* 
medy for the incompetence of the crowQ, withoit 
displaying the debility of the Assembly. Yon caa> 
not deliberate on the confusion of the army oftht 
state, without disclosing the worse disorders of th^ 
armed municipalities. The military lays open the 
ciTll, and the civil betrays the military anarchy. I 
wish every body carefully to peruse the ekxpieM 
speech (such it is) of Mons. de la Tour da Pin. Hf 
attributes the salvation of the municipalities to the 
good behaviour of some of the troops. These troops 
are to preserve the well-disposed part of those 
municipalities, which is confeased to be the weakest, 
from the pillage of the worst-dlsposed» which ia tiNi 
strongest. But the municipalities afiect a sove* 
reignty, and will command those troops which are 
necessary for their protection. Indeed, they mut 
command them or court them^ The miinicipaUties> 
by the necessity of their situation, and by the rfr* 
publican powers they have obtained, must, witk 
relation to the military, foe the n^asters, or the ser- 
vants, or the confederates, or each successively ; or 
they must make a jumble of all together, aoooEding 
to drcomstances. What government is there t» 
coerce the army but the municipality, or the mooi* 
i^paUty but the army ? To preserve concord whaie 
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mfaorttjr li extingniihed, at the hiurd tt all ton- 
■eqaencM, the ABsenUjr attempu to care the dts- 
tempera bf Ibe dtuempen tbeioEelvei; md Ibejr 
kope to preaem tbeowelTeg from t, pnrelf miUttrj 
d«niacrBC]r, bjr giring It ■ debaDched Intertn in tbe 
mnoldpal. 

If the raldlen once cook to nht for anj lime Id 
Ae ronnidptd clabs, cabala, and roufederadn, an 
elective attracUoD will draw tbem lo the lawen 
and noat dnpente part. With them will be ihur 
habttt, affecitoaa, and spapathiea. The iiillltai7 
eODlplradet, wblch are to be remedit:d br dvic con- 
ftderadra ; the rebellions manidpalitiea, wfaicb are 
lo be rendered obedient by fomiaLiag tbem with 
the meain of aedncing tbe very armies of the atMe 
tbal are to keep them la order i all these ehlmeni 
•fa monitroas and portenMtia polli^ noM aggra- 
vate tbe confnsioDa from which tliey have arttea. 
Illere must be blood. The want of common Jadg. 
MCnt uanifreted in Uie cosMnKtioD of all their di- 
acrlptiODs of foreea, and In all their kindi of ctriJ 
Mtd Jndldal anthodtlea, will make it flow. Diior- 
4kn maj be qaleted in one time and in one part : 
tbef will break out in others ; becanae the eiil la 
Atdlcal and IntriaBlc. All tbeae ichemea of mlxtng 
■otinoDB Boldien with aettitioaa dtlzeni, mmi 
wnien ititl more and more the military eon- 
■exton of solffieng with their bfllcers, a* well aa add 
BriUt«7 and mntinons audaciif lo tnrbaleat arti- 
■eera and peaMota. To aecnre a real army, the 
•flk^ iboDld be flr«t and tatt in tbe eye of the tol- 
Aer; iitt and last in bis altentko, obiemBCC, 
and eitcem. OBoera It aeeni there are t« be/ 
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whose chief qualificatiou must be temper and pa- 
tieuce. They are to manage their troops by elec- 
tioneeriDg arts. They must bear themselres as 
candidates, not as commanders. But as by sucli 
means power may be occasionally in their haudSi 
the authority by which they arc. to be nominated 
becomes of high importance. 

What yon may do finally does not appear ; nor is 
it of much moment, whilst the strange and contra- 
dictory relation between your army and all tbe 
parts of your republic, as well as the puzzled rda- 
tiou of those parts to each other and to the whole, 
remain as they are. You seem to have given tbe 
prorisional nomination of the officers, in the first 
instance, to the king, with a reserve of approbation 
by the National Assembly. Men who have an in- 
terest to pursue are extremely sagacious in disco- 
vering the true seat of power. They must soon 
perceive that those who can negative indefinitely, 
in reality appoint. The officers must therefore look 
to their intrigues in that Assembly, as the sole cer- 
tain road to promotion. Still, however, by your 
new constitution, they must begin their solicitation 
at court. This double negociation for military rank 
seems to me a contrivance as well adapted (as if it 
were studied for no other end) to promote faction 
iu the Assembly itself relative to this vast military 
patronage, and then to poison the corps of officers 
with factions of a nature still more dangerous to 
the safety of government, upon any bottom on 
which it can be placed, and destructive in the end 
to the efficiency of the . army itself. Those officers 
who lose the promotions intended for them by tbe 



crown, mnat become ofa faction opiiosite lo that of 
the Assembly which baa r^ected tlielr claims, and 
mast nonriab discoaients io Ihe heart of the aj-my 
t^aloat the ruling powers. 'Hiose officers, on Ihe 
Other band, who, by carrying their point thnmgh 
an interest in the Assembly, feel themselves to be 
at beat only secDod in the good-will of the crowu, 
though first in (hat of the Assembly, must slight air 
anlhariiy which wnnid not advance and conld not 
retard their promotion. If to avoid these evils 
yon will have no other rule for comiuand or promo- 
^D than seniority, you will hare an anpy of for- 
mality; at Ihe same time it wili become more in- 
dependent, and more of a milltar; republic. Hot 
tbey, but the king is the machine. A king ia not 
to be depoaed by halves. If be ia not every thing 
in the command of an army, he is nothing. What 
IB the eB'ect of a power placed uonilaally at Ihe 
head of the army, who to thai army ia no object of 
gratitude or of ftar ? Such a cipher is not fit for 
die administration of au object, of all things the 
most delicate, the snpreme command of military 
men. They mnsi be constrained (and their incli- 
nations lead them lo what their necessities reqnire} 
by a real, vigoroua, effective, decided, personal au- 
tbority. The authority of (he Assembly itself saf- 
(en by paaaing through such a debilitating channel 
aa tbey have chosen. The army will nol long look 
to an asaemUy acting through the organ of taiae 
diow, and palpable imposition. They will oot le- 
rlonily yield obedience to a prisoner. Iliey will 
dtber despise a p^ant, or they will ptty a c^)tiTe 
king. This relation of yonr army to the crown nW, 
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if I am not greatly mistaken, become a serious di- 
lemma in your politics. 

It is besides to be considered, whether au assem- 
bly like yours, even supirasing that it was in pos- 
session of another sort of organ through which its 
orders were to pass, is fit for promoting the obe- 
dience and discipline of an army. It is known that 
armies have hitherto yielded a very precarious and 
uncertain obedience to any senate, or popular antho- 
rity ; and they will least of all yield it to au assem- 
bly which is to have only a continuance of two 
years. The ofiicers must totally lose the character- 
istic disposition of military men, if they see with 
perfect submission and due admiration the domi- 
nion of pleaders; especially when they find that 
they have a new court to pay to an endless succes- 
sion of those pleaders, whose military policy, and 
the genius of whose command (if they should have 
any,) must be as uncertain as their duration is 
transient. In the weakness of one kind of autho- 
rity, and in the fluctuation of all, the officers of au 
army will remain for some time mutinous aud full 
of faction, until some popular general^ who under- 
stands the art of conciliating the soldiery, and who 
possesses the true spirit of command, shall draw 
the eyes of all men upon himself. Armies will obey 
him on his personal account. There is no other 
way of securing military obedience in this state of 
things. But the moment in which that event shall 
happen, the person who really commands the armj 
is your master ; the master (that is little) of your 
king, the master of your Assembly, the master of 
your whole republic. 



came ilie Asiteoibl)' by tbeii-preieDt pniver 
e army ? Chietly, 1o be mre, by debancbing 
dicn from Iheir officers. They hare began 
Ml terrible operation. Tbey have toncbed 
ilrBl polnl, about which rhe parlicleH that 
e armies are at repose. They hare deairoyrd 
inctple uf obedience in the great eslentlal 
liuh becweeu ibc officer and the toldier, Jon 
the chttin of military BubordinatioD com* 
, and oil which the whole of that aysienr 
1. ^e Holdirr ia told he iiadtiien, and 
\ rights of tnan aad cillzi^n. Thcrii(htofa 
e Is (old, is 10 be his owu govei nor, and (o 
I ouly by those lo whom he delegates that 
'emiuent. It is very natural be sboald 
Ihat he ought most of all to have his choice 
he H to yield ilie greatest degree of obe- 
He will' llierefore, in all probability, sy- 
colly do what he does at present occa.^ioD- 
lal is, he tvill exercise at least a aegatire iu 
lice of his officen. At present the officers 
)wD at best to be only permissire, and mi 
3od behavionr. In fact, there have been 
istances in which Ibey have been cashiered 
' corps. Here is a second negative on the 
>f the king ; a negative as effectual at least an 
er of the Apsembly. He soldiers know 

that It has been a question, not ill received 
Jational Assemblj, whether they ooght not 

the direct choice of their officers, or Mmv 
Ion of them ! When inch matlen are in, 
it ion, it is DO extravagant suppoaitioD thM 
liincUtie to the opinioii. most.&TooqtUe.to 
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tbeir pretensions. They will not bear to be deemed 
the army of an imprisoned king, whilst another 
army in the same conntry, with whom too they are 
to feast and confederate, is to be considered as the 
free army of a free constitution. They will cnt 
their eyes on the other and more permanent army; 
I mean the municipal. That corps, they wdl 
know, does actually elect' its own officers, t^ 
may not be able to discern the grounds of distinc- 
tion on which they are not to elect a marquis de la 
Fayette (or what is his new name ?) of their own. 
If this election of a commander in chief be a pvt 
of the rights of men, why not of theirs ? They see 
elective justices of peace, elective Judges, electiie 
curates, elective bishops, elective municipalities^ 
and elective commanders of the Parisian army. 
Why should they alone be ezdudcAi? Are tfce 
brave troops of France the only mdn in that nados 
who are not the fit judges of military merit, and of 
the qualifications necessary for a commander iv 
chief? Are they paid by the state, and do tbcjf 
therefore lose the rights of men ? They are a part 
of that nation themselves, and contribute to that 
pay. And is not the kipg, is not the Natioaii 
Assembly, and are not all who elect the National As- 
sembly, likewise paid ? Instead of seeing all theie 
forfSeit their rights by their receiving a salary, they 
perceive that in ail these cases a salary is given ftrr 
the exercise of those rights. All your resolutionti 
all your proceedings, all your debates, all the worin 
of your doctors in religion and politics, have Indus* 
trionsly been put into their hands; and yoq eipeet 
that they will apply to their own case just m pracb 



BUBKE*! B 
f'Toar doctrlnei Bud examples aa loiti your pln- 

IK. 

Erery thing depends apoD tbe armj in ndi a gO; 
KumeDt sa funre ; for yon liarc mdutrloiuly de< 
iroy«d ail tlie opiuioiu, aod prejudices, and, u ftr 

I in you lay, all the iniilacu wbkb siqtportgiK 
emutenl. Therefore the monieiit any diStreoce 
^e» between jonr NHtioDal AssemUy and any 
art of the naliou, yon must have reconrae to force, 
[othing else ia kft lo you ; or rather yoa have If ft 
O^log else lo yoareelTen. Vou see by tbe report 
t yoor war miniBter, tliat tbe diitribntion of ibc 
rmy ia in a great measure made with a rietr of in- 
whbI coerciuD.* You ninM rule by an army ; luid 
IiD hat^ infgBed into IbM anuy by which you rule, 
a well as iuto tbe whole body of the nation, prin- 
Iplei which after a time mnsl disable yoo in tbe 
ae yon reaolre to make of it. The liing ia to call 
at troops toactagninsl bis people, wbea the world 
u been told (nnd the osaertiou is aiiQ ringing In 

II ears) that troop oagbt tiot to fire on ciliienf. 
be colonies asaert to Ibemaelves an independent 
aaalitblion and a free inule. They most be con- - 
jfuned by troops. In what chapter of your code 

f the rights of men are they able to read, that it is 
part of tbe rights of men lo b^ve their commerce 
lODopolized and tetlraioed for the benefit of 
Ihers ? Aa tlie colonists rise on you, llie negroes 
te on theni. Troops again — maeaacre, bntnre, 
uglDg 1 These are yaw rigbta of ntan! Theae 

• Cmuln Fnnfoli, to July, 1TV>. 



U2 burkb's reflections. 

are the fruits of metaphysic decIaratioDS. wantonlf 
made, and shamefully retracted ! It was bat the 
other day that the farmers of land in one of your 
pronnces refused to pay some sorts of rents to the 
lord of the soil. In consequence of this yon de^ 
cree, that the country people shall pay all rents aad 
dues, except those which as grierauces yon hxn 
abolished; aud if they refuse, then yoo order ike 
king to march troops against them. Yon lay dowa 
metaphysic propositions which infer universal cob* 
sequences, and then you attempt to limit logic by 
despotism. The leaders of the present system tell 
them of their right!«, as men, to take fortresses, to 
murder guards, to seize on kings without the least 
appearance of authority even from the Assembly, 
whiUt, as the sovereign legislative body, that As- 
sembly was sitting in the name of the nation^HUid 
yet these leaders presume to order ont the troops 
which have acted in these very disorders, to coerce 
those who shall judge on the principles, and follow 
the examples, which have been guarantied by their 
own approbation. 

The leaders teach the people to abhor and reject 
all feodality as the barbarism of tyranny, and they 
tell them afterwards how much of that barbarous 
tyranny they are to bear with patience. As they are 
prodigal of light with regard to grievances, so the 
people find theui sparing in the extreme with re- 
gard to redress. They know that not only certain 
qnit-rents and personal duties, which you have per- 
mitted them to redeem (but have furnished no mo- 
ney for the redemption,) are as nothing to those 
burdens for which you have made no provision at 
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They know tfaat almost Che whule iyst«u of 
<t proper!)' i a Lea origin is feudal; Chat it is 
liglribulion of Che poHSessiiiua of the original 
'ietora, made by a biirbaroua couqueror to hit 
irons inatruiuents ; aiid that the most griemns 
s of ihe conquest are the laud reucs of erery 

as wilhoul queiCiou they are. 
iepe;isauls,in all probability, are the descend- 
of these ancient proprietorK, Ramans or Gauls, 
if they fail, in any degree, iu iht^ titles which 
make on the pritieiples of iintlquarles and taw- 

they retreat into the dtadel of the rights of 
Till re ihey lind that nieu are eqnali and the 
, the kiuil and equal mother of all, ought uot 

munoiiolized tu foster the pride and luxury of 
nen, ivho hy nature Hre no better than tbem- 
I, and. who, if they do uot labour for theli- 
I, are worse. They find thai by the law* of 
t: the occupant aud snbduer of Ihe eoil is tlie 

proprietor; that there is no prescripllou 
at nature ; that the agreenieuts (where any 
■ are) which bare been marie with their land- 
, daring the tii)ie of slavery, are only the 

of duresse and force; and that wlicn the peo- 
e-eniered iuio the rights of nieu, those «gree- 
B were made as void as eveiy thing else which 
been settled under the prevalence of the old 
il Bud aristocratic tyranny. They villi tell yuu 
they see uo difiereiice between an idler with. a 
ad a national cockade, and an idler ina cowl 

a rorhet. If yon grouud Ihe title to rents on 
Bsiou and ]irescripliou, they tell yon, fmiu the 
it of Mr. Camus, puUulied by the National 
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Aisembly for their Informatioii, UuR 

Gtin cannot avail tbemselvei of pretc 
the title of these Iord« wiu Tidonl 
tnd thai force Is at leaat u bad as frai 
title by sncceNtion, Ihej will tell yM 
ceulun of (base who have cnltlraied I 
true pedigree of property. Had not f 
meats and silly subatlidiiaDs ; thattl 
ei^oyed their osnrpation too loug; an 
allow to these lay moiibs any chaclti 
tbiiy ought to be tbaplffol to the booni 
proprietor, who is so generous lowaidl 
aot 10 his^ooda. 

When the peasants give yon baA 
sophistic rcasoii, on which yon have m 
and saperscriptlon, yon cry it down ai 
and tell them you will pay for the 
French guards, aod dragoons, and b 
hold np, to chastise them, the secoDd' 
rity of a king, who is only the inatn 
Hroying, without any power of proti 
the people or. bis own persou. Itin 
seems, yon will make yoarselres obeyei 
iner. You have taaght us that there ai 
men ; and which of jonr principles tci 
to kings whom we hare not elected l 
vritboDt yonr teaching, that lands «« 
, tbe sDpport of feudal dignities, fend) 
ftoodal ufflces. When you took down t 
grievance, why should tbe more grief 
main i As there ate now do heredl 
and DO distinguished families, why art 
ndut^n what yon tell ui ought not to 
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bate sent down our old aristocraric landlords in no 
litber character, and with no other title, bat th4t 
of exactors under your authority. Have you endea- 
voured to make these your rent-gatherers respect- 
able to us ? No. You have sent them to nn with 
tbeir arms reversed, their shields broken, their im- 
presses defaced; and ' so displumed, degraded, 
and metamorphosed, such unfeathered two-legged 
things, that we no longer know them. They are 
strangers to us. They do not even go by the names 
of our ancieut lords. Physically they may be the 
same men ; though we are not quite sure of thatj 
on your new philosophic doctrines of personal iden- 
tity. In all other respects they are totally changed. 
We do not see why we have not as good a ri^ht to ' 
refuse them their rents, as you have to abrogate all 
their houours, titles, and distinctions. This we 
have never commissioned you to do ; and it is one 
instance, amoug many indeed, of your assumption 
of undelegated power. We see the burghers of 
Paris, through their dubs, their mobs, and their 
nsftional guards, directing you at their pleasure, 
and giving that as law to you, which, under your 
authority, is transmitted as law to as. Through 
you these burghers dispose of the lives and fortunes 
of us all. Why should not you attend as much to 
the desires of the laborious husbandman 'with re« 
gard to our rent, by which we are alTected in the 
most serious manner, as you do the demands of 
these insolent burghers, relative to distinctions and 
titles of honour, by which neither they nor we are 
affected at all ? But we find you pay more regard 
to their fancies than to our necetisities. Is it 

VOL. II. H 
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among the righls of mau to pay trlbnt 
cqwUs ? Before thii meuure of yoais, n 
have thoaghl we were uot perfectly eqt 
might hare eotertaiDed <ome old, faabitsal 
ing prcposseuioD in faraar of thoae landloi 
we cannot conceiTC with what wbn view t 
uf destro)'in|{ alt respect to thetii, you GO 
made Ibe law tlmt degrades them, vVoa t 
bidden as id treat (hem with any of the tdd 
tiea of respect, and now yon send troops 
and to liayonet ns inlp a gabmisaion to 1 
force, which yon did uot saBer ni to yidi 
n^ aatboriiy of opinion. 

Ilie groand of Borne of Iheie argnments I 
ud lidicnloos to all rational eara ; bot to I 
lidan* of melapbysicB, who have opened 
lor sophistry, and made establishmenti for i 
It i* solid and conclnsire. It u obvioH, t 
mere cnuaideration of the right, the leade 
Auembly would not in the least have ten 
abrogate the rents aloog with the titles am 
eiuigDS. it wonld be ouly to fallow up thi 
pie of their reasonings, and to complete i 
lo^ of their conduct. Bat they had nes 
■ewed ihemselvei of a great body of landed 
by confiscation. They had this commodity 
ket ; aud the market wonld have been wt 
stroyed, if they were to penoit the hnsban 
riot in tlie Epeculations with which they i 
lato^culed themselves, 'llie ouly secnrit; 
property enjoys in any one of its descrlp 
from tbe interests of their rapafity with r 
some t>tbcr. They have left nothing bat th 



BURKE*8 REFLECTIONS. 147 

lurbltrary pleasure to determine what property is to 
be protected, and' what subverted. Neither have 
they left any principle by which any of their muni- 
cipalities can be bound to obedience, or even con- 
scientiously obliged not to separate from the whole, 
to become independent, or to connect itself with 
some other state. The people of Lyons, it seems, 
have refused lately to pay taxes. Why should they not ? 
What lawful authority is there left to exact them? 
The king imposed some <^ them. The old states, 
methodized by orders, settled the more ancient. 
Tlicy may say to the Assembly, Who are you, that 
are not our kings, nor the states we have elected, 
uor sit on the priociples on which we have elected 
you ? And who are we, that when we see the ga- 
belles which you have ordered to be paid, wholly 
shaken off, when we see the act of disobedience after- 
wards ratified by yourselves ; who* are we, that we 
are not to judge what taxes we ought or ought not 
to pay, and who are not to avail ourselves of the 
same powers, the validity of which you have ap- 
proved in others ? To this the answer is. We will 
send troops. The last reason of kings is idways the 
first with your Assembly. This military ud may 
serve for a time, whilst the impression of the in- 
crease of pay remsuus, and the vanity of being um- 
pires in all cUsputes is flattered. But this weapon 
will snap short, unfaithful to the hand that employs 
it. The Assembly keep a school where, systemati- 
cally, and with unremitting perseverance, they teach 
principles, and form regulations destructive to all 
spirit of subordination, civil and military — and then 
they expect that they shall hold in obedience an 
anarchic people by an anarchic army. 



148 BURKE*S REFLECTIONS. 

V The municipal army, which, according to tbeif 
new policy, is to balance thin national army, if con- 
sidered in itself only, is of a constitution much more 
simple, and in every respect less exceptionable : it 
is a mere democratic body, unconnected with the 
crown or the kingdom ; armed, and trained, and 
officered at the pleasure of the districts to which 
the corps sei'erally belong ; and the personal service 
of the individuals who compose, or the fine in liea 
of personal service, are directed by the same aotho- 
rity.* Nothing is more uniform. If, however, 
considered in any relation to the crown, to the Na- 
tional Assembly, to the public tribunals, or to the { 
Other army, or considered in a view to any coherence 
or connexion between its parts, it seems a monster, 
and can hardly fail to terminate its perplexed move- 
ments in some great national calamity. It is a 
worse preservative of a general constitution, than 
the systasis of Crete, or the cop federation of Po- 
land, or any other ill-devised corrective which hai 
yet been imagined, in 'the necessities prodoced by 
an ill. const meted system of government. 

Having concluded my few remarks on the oonsti- 
tution of the supreme power, the executive^ the ja- 
dicaturc, the military, and on the reciprocal relation 
of all these establishments, I shall say something of 

• I seo by Mr. Necker*8 account, that the national guards 
of Paris have received, over and above the money levied 
within their own city, about 145,000/. sterling out of the 
public treasure. Whether this be an actual payment for 
the nine months of their existence, or an estimate of tbdi 
yeatly charge, I do not clearly perceive. It is of no great 
importance, as certainly they may take whatever they 
pieMe. 
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the ability showed by your legislators with regard 
to the reveuue. 

In their proceedings relative to this object, if 
possible, still fewer traces appear of political judg- 
ment or financial resource. When the states met,, 
it seemed to be the great object to improve the sy- 
stem of revenue, to enlarge its collection, to cleanse 
it of oppression and vexation, and to establish it on^ 
the most solid footing. Great were the expectations 
entertained on that head throughout Europe. It was 
by this grand arrangement that France was to stand or 
fall ; and this became, in my opinion, very pioperly, 
the test by which tbe skill and patriotism of those 
who ruled in that assembly would be tried. The 
revenue of the state is the state. In effect, all de- 
pends upon it, whether for support or for reforma- 
tion. The dignity of every occupation wholly de- 
jiends upon the quantity and the kind of virtue that 
may be exerted in it. As all great qualities of the 
mind which operate in public, and are not inerely 
suffering and passive, require force for their display, 
t had almost said ior their unequivocal existence, 
the revenue, which is the spring of all power, be- 
comes in its administration the sphere of every 
active virtue. Public virtue, being of a nature mag- 
nificent and splendid, instituted for great things, 
and conversant about great concerns, requires abun- 
dant scope and room, and cannot spread and grow 
under confinement, and in circumstances straitened, 
narrow, and sordid. Through the reveuue alone 
the body politic can act in its true genius and cha- 
racter,' and therefore it will display jnst as much of 
its collective virtoe, and as much of that virtue 
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which may characterize those who move it, aad 
are, as it were, its life and guidiDK principle, as it 
is possessed of a just rerenue. For from hence, 
not only magnanimity, and liberality, and iK&efi- 
cence, and fortitude, and providence, and tlie tQt&< 
lary protection of all good arts, derive tlieir food, 
and the growth of their organs ; but continence, and 
self-denial, and labour, and vigilance, and frugality, / 
and whatever else there is in which the mind shows v| 
itself above the appetite, ai*e no where more in tlieir | 
proper element than in the provision and distribu- 
tion of the public wealth. < Tt is therefore not in^tb* { 
out reason that the science of speculative and prae- { 
tical finance, which must take to its fdd so many 
auxiliary branches of knowledge, stands high in the 
estimation, not only of the ordinary sort, bat of the 
vdsest and best men ; and as this science has grown 
with the progress of its object, the prosperity and 
improvement of nations has generally increased with 
the increase of their revenues ; and they will both 
^ continue to grow and flourish, as long as the balance 
between what is left to strengthen the eflEbrts of 
individuals, and what is collected for the common 
efforts of the state, bear to each other a due red- 
pcocal proportion, and are kept in a close correspond- 
ence and communication. And perhaps it may be 
owing to the greatness of revenues, and to the ur- 
gency of state necessities, that old abuses In the 
constitution of finances are discovered, and thdr 
true nature and rational theory comes to be more 
fierfectly understood ; insomuch, that a smaller re- 
venue might have been more distressing in one pe- 
riod than a far greater is found to be in another ^ 
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the proportionate wealth even remaining the same. 
In this state of things, the French Assembly found 
something in their revenues to preserve, to secure, 
and wisely to administer, as well as to abrogate and 
alter. Though their proud assumption might jus- 
tify the severest tests, yet in trying their abilities 
on their financial proceedings, I would only consider 
what is the plain obvious duty of a common finance 
minister, and try them upon that, and not upon 
models of ideal perfection. 

The objects of a financier are, then, to secure an 
ample revenue; to impose it with judgment and 
equality ; to employ it economically ; and when ne* 
cessity obliges him to make use of credit, to secure 
its foundations in that instance, and for ever, by the 
deamess and candour of his proceedings, the ex- 
actness of his calculations, and the solidity of his 
funds. On these heads we may take a short and 
distinct view of the merits and abilities of those in 
the National Assembly, who have taken to them- 
selves the management of this arduous concern. 
Far from any increase of revenue in their hands, I 
find by a report of M. Vernier, from the committee 
of finances, of the second of August last, that the 
amount of the national revenue, as compared with 
its produce before the revolution, was diminished 
by the sum of two hundred millions, or eight nfkil.^ 
lions sterling of the annual income, considerably 
more than one-third of the whole ! 

If this be the result of great ability, never surely 
was ability displayed in a more distinguished man« 
ner, or with so powerful an effect. No common 
fol^f no vnlgar incapacity, no ordinary ofllcial negll- 
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gence ; even no official crime, no cofruptloif, H0 
peculation, hai-dly any direct hot>tility which vre 
have eieen in the modern world, conld in so abort a 
lime have made so complete an overthrow of the 
finances, and with them, of the streuKth of a great 
kingdom. — Cetfo qui vesiram rempublicam tantam 
amisistii (am cito f , 

The sophisters and declaimers, as soon as theAs- 
sembly met, began with decrying the ancient consti- 
tution of the revenue in many of its mo^t essential 
branches, ^uch as the public monopoly of »ialt. They 
charged it, as truly as unwisely, with being ill-con- 
trived, oppressive, and partiad. This representa- 
tion they were not satisfied to muke use of iu 
speeches preliminary to some plan of reform ; the]f 
declared it in a solemn resolution or public sentence, 
as it were judicially, passed upon it ; and this they 
dispersed throughout the nation. , At the time they 
passed the decree, whh the same gravity they or- 
dered this same ab>urd, oppressive, and partial tax 
to be paid, until they could find a revenue to replace 
it. The consequence was inevitable. The provinces 
which had been always exempted -from this salt 
monopoly, some of whom were charged with other 
contributions, perhaps equivalent, uere totally dis- 
inclined to bear any part of the burthen, which, by 
an equal distribution, was to redeem the others. 
As to the Assembly, occupied as it was with the d&: 
claration and violation of the rights of men, and 
with their arrangements for general confusion, it 
had neither leisure nor capacity to contrive, uor 
authority to enforce, any plan of any kind relative to 
the replacing the tax or equalizing it^ or compen- 
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sating the provinces, or for conducting their minds 
to any scheme of accommodation with the other 
districts which were to be relieved. 

The people of the salt provinces^ impatient under 
taxes damned by the authority which had directed 
their payment, very soon found their patience ex- 
hausted. They thought themselves as skilful in de- 
molishing as the Assembly could be. They relieved 
themselves by throwing off the whole burthen^ 
Animated by this example, each district, or part of 
a district, judging of its own grievance by its own 
ifeeling, and of its remedy by its own opinion, did as. 
it j)leased with other taxes. '. 

We are next to see how they have conducted 
themselves in contriving equal impositions, propor* 
tioned to the means of the citizens, and the least 
likely to lean heavy on the active capital employed 
in the generation of that private wealth, from 
whence the public fortune must be derived. By 
suffering the several districts, and several of the iu* 
dividuals in each district, to judge of what part of 
the old revenue they might withhold, instead of 
better principles of equality, a new inequality was 
introduced of the moiit oppressive kind. Payments 
were regulated by dispositions. The parts of the 
kingdom which were the most submissive, the most 
orderly, or the most affectionate to the common- 
wealth, bore the whole burthen of the state. No- 
thing turns out to be so oppressive and unjust as a 
feeble government. To fill up all the deficiencies 
in the old impositions, and the new deficiencies of 
jf very kind which were to be expected, what remained 
(o a state without authority? The Natioaal Asr 
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scmbly. They produced this old-fashioned foroial 
folly, though it had been £0 abuudantly exposed in 
the memoirs of the Duke de St. Simon, if to rea* 
sonable men it had wanted any ^cguioenU Xo dis- 
play Its mischief and 'insufficieqcy, A devioe of th^ 
saro^ kiud was tried iu my memory by Loqis XV, 
bat it answered at no time. However, the heces- 
sities of ruinous wars were some excuse for despe** 
rate projects. The deliberations of calamity are 
ri^rely wise. But here was a season for dispositi^^ii 
and providence. It was in a time of profound peace^ 
then enjoyed for five y«ars, and promising a mnch 
longer continuance, that they bad recourse to this 
desperate triHing. They were sure to lose more 
reputation by sporting, in their serious sltuat&oii, 
with tliese toys and playthings of finance, whicb 
have filled half their journals, than oouUi possibly 
be compensated by the poor temporai7 supply which 
ihey afforded. It seemed as if those who adopted 
such project^ were whoUy ignorant of their cir- 
cumstances, or wholly unequal to their necessities. 
Whatever virtue may be in th^e devices, it is ob« 
vious that neither the patriotic gifts, vor the par 
xriotic contribution, can ever be resorted to again. 
The resources of public folly are soon exbaosted. 
The whole indeed of their scheme of revenue Im to 
make, by any artifice, an appearance of a fuU reser- 
voir for the hour, whilst at the same tiqie they cat 
off the springs and living fountains of pereunivl mi^r 
, ply. The account not long since furnished by Mi*. 
Necker was meant, without question, to be faroiuv 
able. He gives a flattering view of xYus mcfiM uif 
getilog tlirough the year j but he expcessesi as it ii 
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liatoral he should, some apprehennon for that wbich 
^aiiB to succeed. On this last prognostic, instead oi 
entering into the grounds of this appichension; in. 
order, hy a proper foresight, 10 prevent the prognose 
ticaled evil, Mr. Necker receives a sort of frie&dly 
reprimand from the president of the Assembly. 

As to their other schemes of taxation, it is ini>«,' 
possible to say any thing of them with certainty^ 
because they have not yet had their operation ; Imt 
nobody is so sanguine as to imagine they will fill op 
any perceptible part of the wide gaping breach which 
their incapacity has made in their revenues. At 
present the state of their treasury sinks every day 
more and more in cash, and swells more and more 
in fictitious representation. When so little within 
or without i.s now found but paper, the representa- 
tive, not of opulence but of want ; the creature, not 
of credit but of power— ^they imagine that our 
flourishing state in England is owing to that bank- 
paper, and not the bank-paper to the flourisbiog 
condition of our commerce, to the solidity of our 
credit, and to the total exclusion of all idea of 
power from any part of the transaction. They for- 
get that, in England, not one shilling of paper- 
money of any description is received but of choice; 
that the whole has had its origin in cash actually 
deposited ; and that it is convertible, at pleasure, in 
an instant, and without the smallest loss, into cash 
again. Our paper is of value in commerce, because 
in law it is of none. It is powerful on 'Change, 
because in Westminster-hall it is impotent. In 
payment of .a debt of twenty shillings, a creditor 
may refuse all the paper of the bank of England: 
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nor is there amongst ns a single public security, of 
any quality or nature whatsoever, that is enforced 
by. authority. In fact, it might be easily shown, that 
our paper wealth, instead of lessening the roalcoin, 
has a tendency to increase it ; instead of being a 
substitute for money, it only facilitates its entry, its 
-exit, and its circulation ; that it is the symbol of 
prosperity, and not the badge of distress. Never 
was a scarcity of cash, and an exuberance of paper, ' 
a subject of complaint in this nation. 

Well ! but a lessening of prodigal expenses, and 
the economy which has been iutroduced by the vir- 
tuous and sapient Assembly, makes amends for the 
losses sustained in the receipt of revenue. In this 
at least they have fulfilled tlie duty of a financier. 
Have those, who say so, looked at the expenses of 
the National Assembly itself, of the municipalities, 
of the city of Paris, of the increased pay of the two 
armies, of the new police, of the new judicatures ? 
Have they even carefully compared the present pen- 
sion list with the former ? These politicians have 
been cruel, not economical. Comparing the ex- 
penses of the former prodigal government and its 
relation to the then revenues, with the expenses of 
this new system as opposed to the state of its new 
treasury, I believe the present will be found beyond 
all comparison more chargeable. 

it remains only to consider the proofs of financial 
ability, furnished by the present French managers 
when they are to raise supplies on credit. Here I 
am a little at a stand ; for credit, properly speaking, 
they ha\-e none. The credit of the ancient govern- 
ment was not indeed the best ; but they could al- 
ways^ on some termsj command money, not only at 
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home, bat from moat of the countries of '^Mwpe 
where a Burplas capital was aMmmalAted ; aiM/ the 
credit of that govemment improviDg chdly. The 
establttbmeDt of a syKtem of liberty would of couie 
be supposed to give it uew strength ; and so It woaU 
actually have done, if a system of liberty had beea 
established. What offers has their government of pre* 
tended liberty had from Holland, from Hamburgh, 
from Switzerland, from Genoa, from England, fort 
dealing in their paper ? Why should these nadem 
of commerce and economy enter into any pecuniary 
deaUngs with a people who attempt to reveiac the 
very nature of things ; amongst whom they see the 
debtor prescribing, at the point of the bayonet, the 
medium of his solvency to the creditor ; discharging 
one of his engagements with another; turning his 
very penury into his resource ; and paying bis Interest 
with his rags ? 

Their fanatical confidence in the omuipoteuoe of 
church plunder, ban induced these philosophers to 
overlook all care of the public estate, just as the 
dreain of the philosopher's stone induces dupes, 
under the more plausible delusion of the hermetic 
art, to neglect all rational means of improving their 
fortunes. With these philosophic iiuauciers, this 
universal medicine made of church mummy is to 
cure all the evils of the state. These gentlemea 
perhaps do not believe a great deal in the miracles 
of piety, but it cannot be questioned that they 
have an undoubting faith in the prodigies of sacri- 
lege. Is there a debt which presses them F-^-^ssae 
assignutt. Arc compensations to be made, or a 
maintenance decreed to those whom they have rob- 
bed of their freehold iu their office, or expelled from 
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tbdr profession ? — Assignats. - Is a fleet to be fitted 
out ?-^Assignat8. If sixteen millions sterling of 
these assignats, forced on the people, leave the wants 
of the state as urgetat as ever — issue, says one, thirty 
millions sterling of astignats — says another, issue 
fonrscore millions more of assignats. The only diflfler- 
ence among their financial factions is on the greater 
or the lesser quantity of asaignats to be imposed 
on the public sufferance. They are all professors of 
ttsfignats. Even those, whose natural good sense 
and knowledge of commerce, not obliterated by phi- 
losophy, furnish decisive arguments against this de- 
losion, conclude their arguments by proposing the 
emission of assignats, I suppose they must talk of 
anignata^ as no other language would be under- 
stood. AH experience of their ineflScacy does not 
in the least discourage them. Are the old aaaigntaa 
depreciated at market ? What is the remedy ? Issoe 
new aaaignata—Maia al maladia, opiniatria, non tmlt 
ae garire, quid iUi facere ? aaaignare—poatea aaaig* 
nare — ettauita aaaignare. The word is a trifle al- 
tered. The Latin of your present doctors may be 
t>etter than that of your old comedy ; their wisdom 
and the variety of their resources are the same. 
They have not more notes in their ^iig than the 
cuckoo ; though, far from the softness of that har- 
binger of snmmer and plenty, their voice is as harsh 
and as ominous as that of the raven. 

Who but the most desperate adventnrers In phi- 
losophy and finance could at all have thought of de- 
stroying the settled revenue of the state, the sde 
security for the public credit, in the hope of re- 
building it with the materials of confiscated pro- 
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and the supply of certain services. Not being able 
instantly to sell, yon. wished to nsortgage. What 
would a man of fair intentions, and a commonly 
dear understanding, do in such circumstances? 
Ought he not first to ascertain the gross value of 
the estate; the charges of its management and 
disposition ; the encumbrances perpetual and tem- 
porary of all kinds that affect it; then, striking 
a net surplus, to calculate the just value of the 
security ? When that surplus (the only security to 
the creditor) had been clearly ascertained, and pro> 
perly vested in the bauds of trustees; then he would 
indicate the parcels to be sold, and the time, and 
conditions of sale ; after this, he would admit the 
public creditor, if he chose it, to subscribe his stock: 
into this new fund ; or he might receive proposal? 
for an assignat from those who would advance money 
ib purchase this species of security. 

This, would hie to proceed like men of business, 
methodically and rationally ; and on the only prin-' 
ciples of public and private credit that have an ex- 
istence. The dealer would then know exactly what 
he purchased ; and the only doubt which could hang 
upon his mind would be, the dread of the resunip- 
tion of the spoil, which one day might be made 
(perhaps with an addition of punishment) from the 
sacrilegious gripe of those execrable wretches who 
could become purchasers at the auction of their in- 
nocent fellow-citizens. 

An open and exact statement of the clear value of 
the property, and of the time, the circumstances, 
and the place of sale, were all necessary, to efface 
AS much as possible the niigoka that has hitherto 
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tlieir assignats ? In what manner they can fulfil 
their engagements of holding out to public service 
** an estate disengaged of all charges," without 
authenticating the value of the estate, or the quaur 
turn of the charges, I leave it to their English ad- 
mirers to explain. Instantly upon this assurance^ 
and previously to any one step towards making it 
good^ they issue, on the credit of so handsome a 
declaration, sixteen millions sterling of their papec* 
This was manly. Who, after this masterly stroke, 
can doubt of their abilities in finance ? But then, 
before any other emission of these financial in- 
dulgences, they took care at least to make good their 
original promise. If such estimate, either of the 
value of the estate or the amount of the eucum* 
brances has been made, it has escaped me. I never 
heard of it. They have, however, done one thiu|(, 
which in the gross is clear ; obscure, as usual, in 
the detail. They have thrown upon this fund, 
which was to show a surplus, disengaged of all 
charges, a new charge ; namely, the compensation 
to the whole body of the disbanded judicatur^^ 
and of all suppressed offices and estates ; a charge 
which I cannot ascertain, but which unquestionably 
amounts to many French millions. Another of the 
new charges is an annuity of four hundred and 
eighty thousand pounds sterling, to be paid (if they 
choose to keep faith) by daily payments, for the in- 
terest of the fii'^t assignats. Have they ever given 
themselves the trouble to state fairly the expense of 
the management of the church lands in the hands 
of the municipalities, to whose care, skill, and diU* 
$e»ce, and that of their legion of unknown uudtr 
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Rgents, they have chosen to commit the charge ot 
the forfeited estates, and the couseqnence of wbictx 
had been so ably pointed out by the bishop <^f 
Nancy ? 

Bat it is nnnecessary to dwell on these obrioosr 
heads of encumbrance. Hdve they made oat any 
dear state of the grand encumbrance of all, I mean 
the whole of the general jind municipal establi<b- 
ments of all sorts, and compared it with the regolar 
income by reveuue ? Every deficiency in these be- 
comes a charge on the confiscated estate, before the 
creditor can plaut his cabbages on an acre of church 
property. There is no other prop than this confis- * 
catiou to keep the whole state from tumbling to the 
ground. In this situation they have purposely co- 
vered all that they ought industriously to hafe 
cleared, with a thick fog; and then, blindfold them- 
selves, like bulls that shut their 6yes when they 
push, they drive, by the point of the bayonets, thdr 
slaves, blindfolded indeed no worse than their lords'i 
to take their fictions for currencies, and to swaltow 
down paper pills by thirty four millions sterling at j 
a dose. Then they proudly lay in their claim to a 
future credit, on failure of all their past engage- 
ments, iind at u time when (if in such a matter any 
thing can be clear) it is clear that the surplus estates 
will never answer even the first of their mortgages, 
I mean that of the four hundred million (or sixteeo 
millions sterling) of assignats. In all this procedure 
1 can discern neither the solid sense of plain- dealing} 
nor the subtle dexterity of ingenious fraud. The 
objection within the Assembly to pulling up the 
iood-gates for this inundation of fraud^ are fU* 
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aiftwered ; but thej are thoroughly refoted by a 
hundred thousand hnanciers in the street. These 
are the numbers by which the metaphyyic arith- 
meticians compute. TheKf are the ^rand calcula- 
tions on which a philosophical public credit is 
founded in France. They cannot raise supplies; 
but they can raise mobs. Let them rejoice in this 
applauses of the club at Dundee, for their wisdom 
and patriotism in having thus applied the plunder 
of the citizens to the service of the state. I hear 
of no address upon this subject from the directors 
of the bank of England, though their approbation 
would be of a little more weight iu the scale of cre- 
dit than that of the club at J>undee. But, to do 
Justice to the club, I believe the gentlemen who 
compose it to be wiser than they appear; that they 
will be lees liberal of their money than of their 
addresses ; and that they would not give a dog*s-ear 
of their most rumpled and ragged Scotch paper for 
twenty of your fairest assignais. 

Early in this year the Assembly issued paper to 
the amount of sixteen millions sterling : what must 
have been the state into which the Assembly has 
brought your affairs, that the relief afforded by so 
vast a supply has been hardly perceptible ? This 
paper also felt an almost immediate depreciation of 
five per cent, which in little time came to about 
seven. The effect of these assignatt on the receipt 
of the revenue is remarkable. Mr. Necker found 
that the collectors of the revenue, who received iu 
:oin, paid the treasury in assignatt. The collectors 
made seven per cent, by thus receiving in money and 
iccounting in depreciated paper. It was not very 
lifficult to foresee that this must be inevitable : it 
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between metallic moDey and thdr Mtignat$4 
fi9A a good stout proof article of faith, pro- 
ved upder an anathema, by the venerable 
'8 of this philosophic synod. Credai who will 
tainly not Judatu Apella, 
loble indignation rises in the minds of your 
ar leaders, on hearing the magic lantern in 
show of finance compared to the (randnlent 
itions of Mr. Law. They cannot bear to hear 
inds of his Mississippi compared with the rocls 
I church on which they build their system* 
let them suppress this glorious spirit, until 
ihow to the world what piece of solid ground 
is for their €usignats, which they have not 
ecu pied by other charges. They do injustice 
at great, mother fraud, to compare it with 
degenerate imitation. It is not, trae, that 
built solely on a speculation concerning the 
ssippi. He added the East Indi^ trade; he> 
I the African trade; he added the farms of all 
irmed revenue of France. All these together 
istionably could not support the structure 
I the public enthusiasm, not he, chote to 
upon these bases. But these were, howeref, 
nparison, generous delusions. They supposed,' 
hey aimed at, an increase of the commerce of 
«. They opened to it the whole range of the 
bemispheres ; they did not thinlc of feeding 
:e from its own substance. A grand imagina- 
bund in this flight of commerce something to 
^te : it was wherewithal to dazzle the eye of 
gle : it was not made to entice the smell of a 
, nuzzling and baryine; himself in his mothor 
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earth, as yours is. Men were not thea 90!^^ 
shmnk from their natoral dimeosioos bf a d^^ 
grading and sordid philosophy, and fitted for k^\^ 
and Tulgar deceptions. Above all, remember tl^i/ 
in imposing on the imagination, the then uu- 
nagers of the s)'8tem made a compliment to the 
freedom of men. In their fraud there was no 
mixture of force. This was reserved to our tioN^ 
to qnench ihc little glimmerings of reason wUch 
might break in upon the solid darkness of this en- 
lightened age. 

On recollection, I have said nothing of a scheme 
of finance which may be urged in favour of the aU- 
lities of these gentlemen, and which has been intro- 
duced with great pomp, though not yet finally 
adopted in the National Assembly. It comes witk 
something solid in aid of the credit of the paper 
circulation ; and much has been said of its utility 
and its elegance — I mean the project for coiniag 
into money the bells of the suppressed churchcfc 
This is their alchyiny. There are some follies whkh' 
baffle argument, which go beyond ridicule, 9tl 
which excite no feeling in us but disgust; and there 
fore I say no more upon it. 

It is as little worth remarking any farther upon r 
their drawing and re-drawing, on their circnlatk 
for putting off the evil day, and the play betwv 
the treasury and the caisse (TEscompte, and 00 
these old exploded contrivances of mercaniile frr 
now exalted into policy uf state. The revenue 
not be trifled with. The prattling about the V 
of men will not be accepted in payment for t 
cuit or a pound of gunpowder. Here then tb 



BURKE'S REFLECTIONS* 169 

taphysicians descend from their airy speculations, 
anid fsdthfully follow examples. What examples ? 
the examples of bankrupts. But, defeated, baffled, 
disgraced, when their breath, their strength, their 
inventions, their fancies desert them, their confix 
dence still maintains its ground. In the manifest 
failure of their abilities they take credit for their 
benevolence. When the revenue disappears in their 
hands, they have the presumption, in some of thdr 
late proceedings, to value themselves on the relief 
given to the people. They did not relieve the 
people. If they entertained such intentions, why 
did they order the obnoxious taxes to be pud 2 
The people relieved themselves in spite of the As- 
sembly. 

But waving all discussion on the parties, who 
may cUum the merit of this fallacious relief, has 
there been, in effect, any relief to the people in any 
form ? M. BaiUy, one of the grapd agents of paper 
circulation, lets you into the nature of this relief. 
His speech to the National Assembly contained a 
high and laboured panegyric on the inhabitants of 
Paris for the constancy and nnbroken resolution 
with which they have borne their distress and mi- 
sery. A fine picture of public felicity! What I 
great courage and unconquerable firmness of mind 
to endure benefits, and sust^n redress! One 
would think, from the speech of this learned 
lord mayor, that the Parisians, for this twelve- 
month past, had been suffering the straits of some 
dreadful blockade ; that Henry the Fourth had been 
stopping up the avenues to their supply, and Solly 
tliundering with lus ordnance at the gates of Paris; 

VOL. II. I 
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when in reality they are besieged by no other eu^^ 
mies than their own madness and folly, their o\^^ 
credolity and penrerseoess. But M. Bailly Win 
sooner Uiaw the eternal ice of his Atlantic regioi)^ 
than restore the central heat to Paris, whilst h ^^^ 
mains " smitten with the cold, dry, petrific ma^^' 
of a felse and unfeeling philosophy. Some Hate 
-after this speech, that is, on the 13th of last Au- 
gust, the same magistrate, giving an account of his 
government at the bar of the same Assembly, ex- 
presses himself as follows : '* In the month of July, 
1789," [the period of everlasting commemoratim] 
*^ the finances of the city of Paris were yet 
in good order; the expenditure was couoterba- 
lanced by the teceipt, and she had at that time s 
million [forty thousand pounds sterling] in bank. 
The expenses which she has been constrained to 
incur, subsequent to the revolution, amount to 
2,500,000 livres. From these expenses, and the 
great falling off in the product of the free-gifts, not 
only a momentary, but a total want of money has 
taken place." This is the Paris, upon whose nou- 
rishment, in the course of the last year, such im- 
mense sums, drawn from the vitals of all France, 
has been expended. As long as Paris stands in the 
place of ancient Rome, so long she will be mun- 
tiuned by the subject prorinces. It is an evilin- 
eritably attendant on the dominion of sovereign 
democratic republics. As it happened in Rome, it 
may survive that republican domination which gave 
rise to it. In that case despotism itself must sab- 
rait to the vices of popularity. Rome, under her 
emperors, united the erils of both systems $ and this 
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unnatural combination was one great cause of her 
ruin. 

To tell the people that they are reHeved by th« 
dilapidation of their public estate, is a cmel and 
insolent imposition. Statesmen, before they yaloed 
themselves on the relief given to the people, by the 
destruction of their revenue, ought first to have 
carefully attended to the solution of this problem ^— 
Vfhether it be more advantageous to the people to 
pay considerably, and to gain in proportion ; or to 
sain little or nothing, and to be disburdened of all 
x>ntributiou ? My mind is made up to dedde in 
favour of the first proposition. Experience is with 
ne, and, I believe, the best opinions also. To keep 
. balance between the power of acquisition on the 
art of the subject, and the demands he is to answer 
1 the part of the state, is a fundamental part of 
e skill of a true polUician. The means of acqui- 
ion are prior in time and in arrangement. Good 
ler is the foundation of all good things. To be 
\bled to acquire, the people, without being ser- 
-, must be tractable and obedient. The magi* 
te must have his reverence, the laws their au« 
'ity. The body of the people must not find the 
ciples of natural subordination by art rooted 
of their minds. The^ must respect that pro- 
of which they cannot partake. They must la- 
to obtain what by labour can be obtained ; and 
they find, as they commonly do, the success 
^portioned to the endeavour, they must be 
their consolation in the final proportions of 
justice. Of this consolation, whoever de- 
tbem, deadens their industry, and strikes at 
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irtuous liberty is, cannot bear to see it disgraced 
y incapable heads, on account of their having 
igh- sounding words in their mouths. Grand, 
ivelliug sentiments of liberty, 1 am sure I do not 
espise : they warm the heart ; they enlarge and 
beralize our minds ; they animate our courage in 
time of conflict. Old as 1 am, I read the fine rai>- 
ires of tucan and Coruelile with pleasure. Nei- 
iier do I wholly condemn the little arts and devices 
f popularity. They facilitate the carrying of many 
Dints of moment ; they keep the people together ; 
ley refresh the mind in its exertions; and they 
iffuse occasional gaiety over the severe brow of 
lOral O'eedom. Every politician ought to sacrifictt 
> jthe GraceSj and to join compliance with reason, 
lut in such an undertaking as that in France, all 
liese subsidiary sentiments and artifices are of little 
vdil. To make a government i*equires no great 
rudence. Settle the seat of power; teach obe- 
ience ; and the work is done. To give freedom is 
till moi'e easy. It is not necessary to guide; it 
uly requires to let go the rem. But to form a free 
overument ; that is, to temper together these op- 
losite elements o( liberty and restraint in one con- 
istent work, requires much thought, deep reflec- 
ion, a sagacious, powerful, and combining mind. 
This I do not find in those who take the lead iii 
he National Assembly. Perhaps they are not so 
uiserably deficient as they appear. I i-ather believe 
t : it would put them below the common level of 
lumau underi}tandiug. But when* the leaders 
:hoose to make themselves bidders at an auction of 
lopularity, their talents, in the construction of the 

i2 
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State, will be of no service. They will become 
flatterers instead of legislators ; the instruments, not 
the guides of the people. If any of them should 
happen to propose a scheme of liberty, soberly li- 
mited, and defined with proper qualifications, he 
will be immediately outbid by his competitors, who 
will produce something more splendidly popular. 
Suspicions will be raised of his fidelity to his caasf. 
Moderation will be stigmatized as the virtue of 
cowards, and compromise as the prudence of 
pjjij traitors; until, in hopes of preserving the credit 

^* which may enable him to temper and moderate on 

f some occasions, the popular leader is obliged to 

i become active in propagating doctrines, and esta- 

blishing powers, that will afterwards defeat an] 
sober purpose at which he ultimately might have 
aimed. 

But am I so unreasonable as to see nothing at all 
that deserves commendation in the Indefatigable 
labours of this Assembly? I do not deny thai 
among an infinite number of acts of violence and 
folly, some good may have been done. The] 
who destroy every thing certainly will remon 
some grievance. They who make every -thinj 
new have a chance that they may establish some- 
thing beneficial. To give them credit for whai 
they have done in virtue of the authority the] 
Lave usurped, or which can excuse them in th( 
crimes by which that authority has been acquired 
it must appear, that the same thing? could no 
have been accomplished without producing snci 
a revolution. Most assuredly they might ; becaus 
almost every one of the regulations made by them 
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which IS not very equivocal, was either in the ces^-^ 
sioa of the king, voluntarily made at the meeting of 
the states, or in the concurrent instructions to the 
orders. Some usages have been abolished on just 
grounds ; but they were such, that if they had stood 
as they were to all eternity, they would little detract 
from the happiness and prospeiity of any state. The 
improvements of the National Assembly are super- 
ficial, their errors fundamental. 

Whatever they are, I wish my countrymen rather 
to recommend to our neighbours the example of the 
British constitution, than to talce models from them 
for the improvement of our own. In the former 
they have got an invaluable treasure. They are 
not, I think, without some causes of apprehension 
and complaint ; but these they do not owe to their 
constitution, but to their own conduct. I think 
our happy situation owing to our constitution ; but 
owing to the whole of it, and not to any part singly; 
owing, in a great measure, to what we have left 
standing in our several reviews and reformations, 
as well as to what we have altered or superadded. 
Our people will find employment enough for a truly 
patriotic, free, and independent spirit, in guarding 
what they possess from violation. I would not ex- 
clude alteration neither ; but even when I changed, 
it should be to preserve. I should be led to my 
remedy by a great grievance. In what I did, i 
should follow the example of our ancestors. I 
would make the reparation as nearly as possible in 
the style of the building. A politic caution, a 
guarded circumspection, a moral rather than a com- 
l^exional timidity, were among the ruling princi- 
ples of our forefathers in their most decided conr 
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duct. Not being illamixiated with tbe ii^he of 
which the gentlemen of France tell us they hsLvegot 
80 abundant a share, they acted under a stroBj^/xti. 
pression of the ignorance and fallibility of aiBokiad^ 
He that had made them thus fallible, rewarded theoh 
for having in their conduct attended to their nature^ 
Let us imitate their caution, if we wish to desenr^ 
their fortune, or to retain thdr bequests. Let v# 
add, if we please, but let us presen-e what they 
have left ; and, standing on the firm ground of the 
British constitution, let us be satisfied to admire 
rather than attempt to follow in their desperate 
flights the aeronauts of France. 

I have told you candidly my sentiments. I think 
they are not likely to alter yours. I do not know 
that they ought. You are young ; you cannot guide, 
but must follow the fortune of your country. But 
hei*eafter they may be of some use to you, in some 
future form which your commonwealth may take. 
In the present it can hardly remain ; but before its 
final settlement, it may be obliged to pass, as one of 
our poets says, *' through great varieties of untried 
being,'' and in all its transmigrations to be purified 
by fire and blood. 

I have little to recommend my opinions, but long 
observation and much impartiality. They come 
from one who has been no tool of power, uo flatterer 
of greatness ; and who, in his last acta, does not 
wish to belie the tenor of his life, lliey come from 
one, almost the whole of whose public exertion has 
been a struggle for the liberty of others ; from one, 
in whose breast no anger durable or vehement bat 
ever been kindled, but by what he considered as 
tyranny ^ and who suatchei from his tfhurc (u the 
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ivours which are used by good men to discredit 
nt oppression, the iiours he has employed on 
affairs ; and who, in so doing, persuades him- 
te has not departed from his usual office : thej 
from one who desires honours^ distinctionSy 
emoluments but little^ and who expects them 
t all ; who has no contempt for fame, and no 
)f obloqay ; who shuns contention, though he 
lazard an opinion : from one who wishes to 
rve consistency, but who would preserve con- 
ey by varying his means to secure the unity of 
id ; and, when the equipoise of the vessel iu 
1 he sails may be endangered by overloading it 
one side, is desirous of carrying the small 
It of his reasons to that which may preserve 
uipoise. 
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